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Outrage at Jesus postmark

Walter Schwarz
Religious Affairs
Correspondent

RITISH humanists said |
they were outraged

yesterday en hearing
that the slogan ‘“Jesus is
alive” is to appear as a post-
mark on almost every letter
posted in Britain for the next
six weeks.

Mr Martin Horwood,
spokesman for the British

Humanist Association, said |

members had “been phoning
in all morning’ after reading
yesterday’s Guardian report
that a Christian bookseller,
Mr Paul Slennet, had paid
£50,000 for the service — in
which 68 of mainland Brit-
ain’s 69 main sorting offices
will take part — as part of a
prayer campaign.

The association said the
scheme was *‘absolutely out-
rageous,’ and has written to
Sir Bryan Nicholson, chair-
man of the Post Office, ask-
ing him to cancel it.

The association added:
“Imagine the furore if we
had asked that ‘Jesus is dead’
be post-marked on hundreds
of millions of letters. We
might think such things pri-
vately but they should not be
forced on everybody else in
such an insensitive way."

A Post Office spokesman
said last night that the post-
mark slogan ‘‘was not con-
sidered to be contentious but
a fair and reasonable mes-
sage generally acceptable to
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the public.””
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Search
for
SPOTK

hunters

A BAND of spook-
hunters who take their
splnts with a pinch of
S~ salt are on the look-out
for new recruits.

The recently formed
Manchester Skeptics
Group aims to investigate
all aspects of the para-
normal — including tele-
pathy. the tarot and CFO |
sightings.

But they say super-
natural claims should
not be taken at face
value.

Leading the group is
I computer researcher

Toby Howard. based at
9 \(anchesler University.
R He said: "We do not

dismiss claims of para-
normal phenomena out
of hand.

“\We remain very open-
minded. but we believe
such claims should be
examined and carefuly
tested. Uncritical accept-
ance can lead to error.
fraud and harm.”

Now the group is aim-
ing to set up a local net-
work of people keen on
investigating claims of
close encounters of the
spooky kind.

They are also planning
to conduct a series of
meetings and seminars
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on the fascinating
subject.
Anyone interested in

finding out more about
the Skeptics should con-
tact Toby Howard on 748
4628.
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California Skeptics® Next Hurdle: The Nostradamus Quake

By Robert Reinhold
New York Times Serene
LOS ANGELES — As newcomers soon leamn,
Southern Califormua is world headquarters for ail
manner of the New Age paranormal and the unor-
thodox: channelers to past lives, the healing power
of quarz crystals, not to mention colonic hydro-

It 15 not an easy piace for the scientifially
minded 10 get along, never mind reverse the meta-
Ehynul tide But some are trying, among them

hemn California Skep With 2000 mem-
bers. the group was started by “penple who found
thomselves going crazy living next door to some-
one trying to (ix therr cars with arystals,” according
to its director. Al Seckel, a physicist in Pasadena.

The latest rationality cnisis invoives the hystena
over Nostradamus. the |6th-century French as-
trologer. If one belicves the film based on his
snunes, “The Man Who Saw Tomorrow.” Los
Angeies is 10 be destroved by an carthquake in
Muv

As 1t happena. the (ilm mnk:rs 5ot 3 little con-
fased and this is not the vear N had in

hailstorm not an earthquake. But the word did not
get out 1n ume 1o prevent a run on video stores for
thefilm by parucked Angeienos. in the last week of
March. more than 2.000 orders (or the tape came 1
to 1ts distnbutor, Warmer Home Video. which was
happy to {ill them. Nearly all the orders were from
Caiiforma stores.

The saentists sprang into action.

The Gniffith Observatory in Los Angeles issaed

a “press kit” explaiung that there waill be no
pl y ali or in May and
that. though ear are a real on the

West Coast, they are caused by “mouons within
the aanth” and not by the smail gravitational forces
exerted by distant planets,

Both the Calif 1 of Technology and
the observatory ficided a dozen or so cails a day
from jittery residents.

Although astrology, the occuit and untested
remedics are woridwide preoctupauions. why do
they find such (erule ground in Los Angeles, the
second-lareest city in the United States?

To Mr. Seckel, the answer 1s rooted in the the

mund. and acywav it secms he was thinking about a

and the Los Angeles wav of life.
“On the East Coast people ury 10 make life

interesting.” said Mr. Seckel. an erscwhile New
Yorker. “On the West Coast they try to make 1t
comfortable. The emphasis here is on (ancy cark
how one iooks. less on the mind per se. [t's also due
(o the failure of the school system. There are a ot
of people mith ther umbitical cords out loolun; 10
stick it into 10 remave resp

The Skeptics’ goal 13 0ot Just to debunk nmm
but to urge people (0 judge nformauon betier.
“There is a deanth of thinking :lulls — people are
taught what to think, not how.” he said.

The Skeprics made much hay some tume ago in
debunking Anthony Robbins. who seils “sems-
nars” that promuse to uniock “the unlimuted power
of your brain through the science of Neuro-Lin-
guistic Programmung.”

One of the was said 10 allow buyers to
walk bareioot over burning embers. The Skeptics
showed that anyone could do thus gratis because
oak embers, however hot. are poor conductors of
heat.

The Nostradamus flap grew out of the 1981 film,
narrated by Orson Welles, a credulous account of
the old seer’s works. His adherents maintain that

his vague verse. called quatrains. predicted such
events as the nise of Navolcon and Hitler, World
War I and the asassination of John F. Kennedy.

Acording 10 the film. an earthquake will stnke
“New City,” which Mr. Welles says aimost certain-
ly means Los Angeles or San Francisco. with
“Saturn, Capneormn. Juptter, Mercury in Taurus,
Venus. also Cancer, Mars in Zero.”

Retransiating from the French, the Gnffith Ob-
servatory (ound this to be gibhensh, and couid
find no alignment of planets in May by any astro-
logreal reckoning. Before this word g0 out. there
was much trembling 13 the Los Angeies basin.

The (ilm makers are unrepentant. The producer,
Dawd L. Woiper. said he wouid be out of town in
May but not because of the predicuon. “If the
quake does happen. we'll sell a lot more copres,
mavbe enough to reouild my house.” he sad.
laugfune.

Aczording to the film, the worid wiil end in the
year 3797. So uniess the film was nen and Los
Angeles stips off the continental sheif next monih.
Mr. Seckel and tus intefiectuai hewrs have thar
work cut out (or them for some time to come.
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RANDI TO TOUR

CSICOP HQ have sent out a letter to all the
European groups announcing Randi's tentative
pians for a European tour, which would take
piace mid-September to mid-October.

Watch this space for deveiopments.

BENT ASTROLABE FOR BROOKE BOND

Ian Ridpath, editor of Popular Astronomy,
announced in their January issue that "this
year's Popular Astronomy Bent Astroiabe Award
for the biggest astronomicai clanger of 1987...
goes to Brooke Bond Tea for their series of
picture cards titled ‘Unexpiained Mysteries of
the World..." The series was reviewed in B&IS
[.2 and inciudes a wide variety of "mysteries"
which, as Ridpath says, "have...been investigated
and expiained many times over...

"The Bent Astrolabe Award wiil be delivered
to Brooke Bond on the next flying saucer.”

Congratulations to ail concerned.

HER LAST BOW

The w' reported on 11 May that Doris
Coilins has announced that her upcoming tour of
Britain will be ner last, and "exciusiveiy for Sun
readers.” She will be accompaniea on the tour by
"singing star Julie Rogers.” The tour runs roughly
north to south, and includes dates in Birmingham.
Glasgow, Liverprool, Folkestone, Wembiey,
Worthing, Wimbiedon, Nottingham, and Margate.

Collins is moving from Richmond, Surrey, to
Beafordshire, where she pians to open a heaiing
centre in August. She will be availapie there for
personai consuitations. And, of course, she will
continue to write her coiumn for the Sun.

Collins aiso has a new book out, The Power
Within. Research, anyone?

THE LOCH NESS MONSTER FISH FARM

Steuart Campbell writes from Edinburgh:

Recent pians to site a fisn farm in Loch Ness
have met strong ovposition from a group of
bodies including Inverness, Loch Ness and Nairn
Tourist Board, Loch Ness Preservation
Association, and the Caledonian Canal Pleasure
Craft Overators Association. They feared that
the farm would 'reduce the crecipility’ of the
monster (‘'myth or mystery') on which they ail
depend. This fear must be basea on the
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surprising expectation that the farm's cages will
be unmolested (strengthening belief that the
monster does not exist!)

So strongly cid the objectors feei about this
perceived threat to their Iliveiihooa that they
brought a petition for judiciai review of Highiand
Regionai Councii's pianning permission for the
farm. The petition was heard before Lord Clyde
in the Court of Session in Edinburgh in
December 1987. On 15 January 1988 Lord Clyde
announced that he rejected the petition. Two
days eariier the first two fish cages were
iowered into Loch Ness off Dores and stocked
with 20,000 saimon parr. In three yvears there
wiil be 30 fish cages, a monster fish farm!

NO CONTEST

A pubiication issued by the Rovat
Antnropological Institute of Great Britain and
Ireiand announced that the B&IS was handling a
£100 chailenge by Coiin Wood. This is in error.
We were asked to adjudicate such a chailenge
and hold the cheque--and we deciined. Please
note.

AETHERIAL NEWS

The Aetherius Society has published a builetin
warning about 1988's "magnetisation periods.” The

(inciusivel dates given are: March 7-12
("Emergency Period”); April 18th-May 23; July
3-August 3; September 3-October 9: November

4-Decemper 10. The Society expiains its concern:
"The iacik of true knowledge of the science of
prayer, together with the march of paraiysing
materiaiism, has led over the centuries to a lack
of Spiritual Energy on this Planet...this is the
most dangerous shortage of energy on this Planet
today...During the above dates a giant Spacecraft
from Mars wiil be in orbit, 1,550 milies above the
surface of the Earth. On board this crafi are
highly advanced Astrometaphysicians under the
command of The Cosmic Master. Mars Sector

‘Six...[They] are able...to condition the iife-giving

energies radiated by The Mighty Sun in such a
way that ail unseifish thought ana action is
potentised 3,000 times." The leafiet warns that
magnetisation periods commence ana end at
midnight GMT on the dates shown.

We aiso have a leaflet iisting the courses
offered by the Aetherius Society April-June;
these inciude Colour and Srirituai Healing,
Kinesiology & Penduium Dowsing, Psychometry,
Yoga Breathing, Alternative Meacicine. Costs



range from £20-50, and are offered in centres in
London, Bristol, Hull, Barnsley, Derby, and
Manchester.

Thanks to Stephen Moreton in Edinburgh for
sending in the leaflets.

CALLING NESSIE

On 7 December 1987 the Scottish Tourist

Board announced the establishment of a 'special -

hot-line to the Loch Ness Monster.” GB2LNM
(Great Britain Two Loch Ness Monster) would be
the call sign for a temporary special events
station devoted to Nessie. It was set up by a
radio ham from Airdrie with help from the STB.

In the wake of the world-wide publicity for
Operation Deepscan a few months ago (see B&IS
[.6), radio hams in Scotland received calls from
their colleagues overseas asking for more
information about Nessie. Radio amateur Danny
Macrae, of Longriggend near Airdrie, proposed to
operate the station for a month from 14
December to 11 January, and the STB produced
10,000 information cards about Nessie which
Danny and his fellow operators from Mid Lanark
Radio Society were to send out in answer to
every call they received.

GB2LNM was launched at the Loch Ness
Centre at Drumnaarochit on 14 December in the
presence of Alan Devereux, Chairman of the
Scottish Tourist Board, who is himseif a radio
ham (GM8VEYV). Thereafter Macrae handled
enquiries from his home. He tell me that he nad
apout 8000 contacts, of which well over half
were from the USA. In his spare time (sic)
Macrae is a poet; he used the occasion to give
the first public performance of his poem 'Big
Nessie, the champion of the world"!

REGAN'S REVENGE

The US story of the month seems to be
ex-Reagan aide Donald Regan's new book, which
contains ailegations that some of Ronald
Reagan's decisions about scheduling and poiicy
were made for him by Nancy Reagan under the
influence of an astrologer. We note that the
astrologer did not foresee Donald Regan's
revelations, which may yet prove to be
well-timed...for the Democrats in November.

GRAPHOLOGISTS ORGANIZE

The Evening Standard reported on 21 March
on the opening of a new graphology centre in
London, ‘"offering a service for companies
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wanting to screen job applicants”. According to
reporter John Preston. the merchant bankers S G
Warburg use graphoiogy "in vetting senior job
applications.” The graphology centire "is being
launched by Anna Koren, wnho runs similar
centres in New York and Israel.”

The ariicie comments on the range of
attitudes to graphoiogy, from skeptical to ciaims
of scientific accuracy, to party or fairground
entertainment.

In response, in a letter to the Evening
Standard on 30 March, Lorraine Herbert, the
Honorary Secretary of the new Academy of
Grapnology, reports that it "has been set up to
act as a quaiifying body for grarhology. It aims,
among other things, to piace grapnhoiogy where it
shouid be--in  the curriculums of British
universities, as it is in France, Italy, Germany
and Switzeriand.”

The Academy has aiready granted 10 diplomas
to graduates of the three-year course offered by
the Coilege of Graphoiogy.

Mrs Herpert says the graduates "are trainec
to write concise anaiyses based on vainstaking
opbservation and using methoas wnich have a
sound scientific peaigree.”

As a further note, graphoiogy is one of the

announced topics for the November, 1988,
CSICOP Conference in Chicago.
NOSTRADAMUS IN CALIFORNIA
The other US news story of the month

concerns Nostiradamus' prediction that the "New
City” will be struck by an earthquake in May,
1988. This prediction was given wide publicity by
the 1981 film "The Man Who Saw Tomorrow,”

which was narrated by Orson Welles. Apparently
the effect has had a slight similarity to the
effect of Welles’ 1938 Mercury Theatire

production of "The War of the Worlds,” which
sent people racing from their homes in a panic
when they heara on the raaio that the Martians
had landed in New Jersey.

On the day of the predicted disaster, the
BBC News showed pictures of Los Angeies, the
city most peopie assume is the one Nostradamus
meant, still standing. The press generally covered
the story of Los Angeleans hurrying out of town
"just in case"; the International Herald Tribune

on 9-10 April, in "California Skeptics' Next
Hurdle: The Nostradamus Quake"”, covered the
responses of scientific organizations, including
the Griffith Observatory and the Southern

California Skeptics.
Thanks to Frank Chambers for sending in the
clipping.
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SPECIAL REPORT:

In 1962 Peter Caddy. a former RAF officer
and hotel manager, came to Findhora, on a penin-
sular by the Moray Firth in Scotland. Together
with his wife Eileen and Dorothy Maclean from
Canada, he established the Findhorn Foundation
in a corner of a caravan park a mile from the
village, at the end of the runway of RAF Kin-
loss. Also associated with the Foundation were
David Spangier from the USA and Robert Ogilvie
Crombie, an Edinburgh eccentric who died in
1975. Maclean and Spangler returned to North
America in 1973, forming (with others) the Lorian
Association of California.

From the beginning, the Foundation adopted
Crombie's belief in nature spirits (devas), one for
each kind of plant. It is believed that good
growth and health can only be achieved by co-
operating with the devas, whom some claim to be
able to see and to whom some claim to talk. The
Foundation is vegetarian (or vegan) and against
the use of 'chemicals’'. Adherents talk of the
New Age, the Kingdom of Heaven and God's
Laws. Originally oniy a garden, the Foundation
has expanded to incorporate a full programme of
activities. especially holidays for transcenden-
talists. The News of the World once aileged that
Caddy cleared an area for 'Martians’ to land!
Eileen Caddy claims to receive messages from
God.

The Foundation’'s main claim to world-wide
fame rests on the general belief that piants in
its garden exhibit prolific growth and that this
phenomenon is due to some spiritual influence.
Apparently, when the garden was started (with
intensive composting and liberal applications of
animal manure) results were spectacular, causing
local comment and wonder. Vegetables were iar-
ger and in better condition than other locally
produced ones. It is alleged that in 1965 the
County Horticultural Adviser inspected the gar-
den and took samples. Caddy claims that the
sampies show 'no deficiencies' (to the surprise of
the adviser). [t is also alleged that in 1969 Pro-
fessor R. Lindsay Robb, consuitant to the Soil
Association, inspected the garden. Caddy ciaims
that Robb was amazed that anything grew there
and quotes him as sayirng, 'the vigour, health and
bloom of the plants in this garden at midwinter
on land which is almost barren powdery sand
cannot be explained by the moderate dressings of
compost, nor indeed by the application of any
known culture methods or organic husbandry.
There are other factors and they are vital ones.’
The Caddys believe that the rescults were due
to the help of the devas (and/or God), but today
the weight and size of the produce is normal.

It is not ciear whether or not the Founda-
tion is claiming that its ailegedly phenomenai re-
sults received scientific endorsement, but if so

FINDHORN

.Caravan Park,
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the attributed expert views are unconfirmed and
somewhat unlikely. We do not know the name of
the local adviser and I could get no repiy from
the Soil Association. Local businessman Lamber
Munro, chairman of Findhorn Community Council,
points out that the site was not a sand dune (as
the Foundation often claims); it was 'farm land'.
In any case it is not at all unlikely that such
land, given liberai dressings of compost and ma-
nure, would produce vigorous growth in its first
few years.

Perhaps aware of the weakness of its claims
for plant growth, the Foundation has developed
as an education, recreation, and business centre.
It attracts up to 50,000 people a year, half of
them from the USA. Some are day visitors, but
over 3000 come to study on one of the £200-a-
week courses which are the Foundation's main
source of income. These courses have names like
Expioring the Inner World. The Game of Trans-
formation, Playing with Spirit, and The Laws of
Manifestation.  Apprarently demand is now so
great that peopie are being turned away and
courses may have to be run through winter.

Around 300 people live permanently on the
site, staying on average about four and a haif
years. Some have been there for 20 years! Those
wno are not paid £10-a-week as cooxs. gardeners
and teacners have set up independent businesses.
One, Alternative Data. with an associated com-
pany in Sweden, has an annuai turnover of a
quarter of a million pounds and employs ten
people.

The Foundation has no formal creed or doct-
rine. It is based on the idea that numanity is
involved in an evoiutionary expansion of con-
sciousness which will create new patterns of
civilisation for all society and promote a piane-
tary culture infused with spiritiai vaiues (sic).
However, the Foundation is regarded with suspi-
cion and fear by the locais, who resent its
presence and the way it has hijacked the
viilage's name. They question its charitabie
status and its aims and point out how it is
trying to buy up the whoie peninsular. Recently
the Foundation bougnht the whole Findhora Bay
on which it plans to built a
'planetary village' based on the spiritual and
ecological values central to its philosopny. The
Foundation aiso supports The Moray Steiner
School Project, which opened in September 1985.

Not content with insinuating itself into the
local community, the Foundation has hosted meet-
ings of ’'community activists' from throughout
Great Britain (The Terra Nova Gathering) and ail
over Europe (The European Humanity Gathering).
In Octopber 1986 it organized a gathering called
'One Earth--A Cail to Action'. Today Findhorn;
tomorrow the worid!




ASTROLOGY IN SCOTLAND

A couple of letters appeared in the Scotsman
in April depioring the newspaper's decision to
carry horoscopes beginning on March 19. Both
letters pointed out the discrepancy between the
positions of the planets as used by astroiogers
and their actual positions in the sky in the 20th
century. CSICOP sent out a mailing to American
newspapers a few years ago suggesting they
label horoscope columns "for entertainment oniy".
A few did; perhaps this practice shouid be
suggested to the Scotsman.

MEDICAL ASTROLOGY

The BBC's new daytime programme "All Weil
and Good" is presented as a popular potpourri of
medical and health facts. On 28th April, they
presented “"medical astrologer” Glenys Massie,
who had cast a chart for one of the show's
hosts, Christopher Lillicrap. The Lillicrap began
by asking the audience how many of them read
their daily horoscopes; most of them raised their
hands. Then he asked how many of them beiieved
their daiiy horoscopes--and not one hand went up.

Massie declared herseif happy with the
results of this informal poll, explaining that
newspaper astroiogy coiumns are too generai. She
then explained that the pianets ruie different
parts of the body, using Taurus, which she
claimed ruled the throat/neck, as an exampie.
This might, she said, not necessarily mean
anything bad; if you were a Taurus it might
mean you were a good singer.

She made two predictions on the air based on
her reading of Lillicrap's chart. The first was
probiems with the head, and she suggested
injuries, scars, accidents, or an operation of
some kind. The host explained he had had an eye
operation. She commented compassionateiy that it
was normal to find this kind of hit a Ilittle
"spooky". Her second prediction was some
problem having children, to which he replied that
he and his wife had had to wait ten years.

Christopher Liliicrap seemed impressed, and
the programme went on to its next topic. Ms
Massie was therefore presented more or iess on
a par with the show's presentation of more
verifiable information about human physioiogy.

Radio Times 7-13 May advertised "All Weil
and Good" for that week: "Suzanne Dando and
Christopher Lillicrap take another crack at
'wellness’, and ask if colour can heal.” We can
oniy hope they investigated the subject
thoroughly.
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EUROPEAN REPORT

SPAIN
Luis Alfonso Gamez Dominguez reports a
flurry of interest in the Spanish group, La

Alternativa Racional a la Pseudociencia. following
the February publication of an article about
Randi in the magazine Algo.

FRANCE

The Grenoble skeptics’ group sent a copy of
a report of their last meeting and their internal
"Liaison builetin". Among topics discussed were
the Gauaguelins' work referred to in the interview
with Paul Kurtz elsewhere in this issue, the
Shroud of Turin, and the use of astrology and
graphology by companies considering candidates
for empioyment. The ten committee members
present decided to issue warnings about these
practices.

In regard to the Shroud of Turin, M Pecker,
one of the committee members, had contacted

the French laboratory invoived in the testing,
hoping to influence them to make a press
statement about the Vatican's change in the

testing protocoi, which has been protested in the
American press. There is a great deai of concern
about the reduction of the number of
laboratories from 7 to 3; the French report
points out that a laporatory dating and Egyptian

mummy had erred by 1000 years. M Pecker
reported no success with the laboratory; he
reported, however, that according to another

laboratory speciaiising in carbon-14 dating, the
process is reiiable oniy to within about 200 years
on an object in the region of 2000 years oid;
therefore, even after the tests are carried out,
there will still be some doubt as to the exact
age of the Shroud.

The French group also report that the Time-
Life series Mysteries of the Unknown, is being
pubiished in French amid expensive pubiicity.

The builetin contains a long report on the
group's treasurer's visit to "Parapsy 88", a
festival held in Paris at the beginning of
February each year, which sounds very much iike

the British psychic fairs: astroiogers, dowsers,
entrepreneurs seiling crystals (and other very
expensive gadgets), and fringe practitioners,

whom, M Kevorkian reported, he couidn't get
near because the crowds were so large.”

This is the first news we've had from the
Grenobie group for some time; they seem to be
becoming more active. Good iuck to them.
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ERRATA
By mistake, when we ©published David
Berman's "Knock: some new evidence" in B&IS

II.1, we left out the information that this article
had previously appeared in New Humanist.

Chris Wright also writes from Sheffield to say
that in his report on the UFO talk given at the
Sheffield Society for Research into the
Paranormal (B&IS II.1), he incorrectly identified
the speaker as Philip Mantle. The speaker was in
fact Andy Roberts, editor of the magazine UFQ

Brigantia.

Geller plays it safe in his British fortress home
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PRODUCTION
This is the last issue that will look like this.
Beginning with the next issue (II.4), the
typesetting, layout and design chores will be

taken on by Toby Howard and Steve Donneily in
Manchester. They have promised to make it look
terrific.

Also, we are saying goodbye to the era of
black streaks, grey copies, and generally lousy
reproduction. Beginning with this issue (II.3), our
printing will be handled by Emjay Reprographics
in Nottingham, the same people who print
Magonia. They specialize in tiny magazines like
ours and mail-order services.

These changes mean other changes. First of
all, in order to keep the B&IS arriving on your
doorsteps at about the same time every two
months, we will need to get the magazine pasted
up and to the printers about two weeks ahead of
the mailing date. This means the copy dates will
have to be earlier, and therefore that the B&IS
will be a little bit less up-to-the-minute. Copy
dates are therefore now the first of the month
before mailing: that is, July 1 for the
July/August issue, and so on throughout the
year. But please...don't feel you have to wait for
the copy date to send stuff in: the earlier the
better.

Commercial printing aiso means that for now
we can only afford to publish 28 page issues; we
intend to make up for that by packing more onto
each page, as we have done this issue (measure
the margins if you don't believe me). If we can
substantially increase our subscription list, we
wiil be able to afford larger magazines again. We
will be delighted to hear from anyone with sound

IN PROGRESS

ideas for this latter project; piease bear in mind,
funds are very limited.

INFORMATION SHEETS

We have copy in hand for information sheets
on three major topics of interest: astrology,
dowsing, and creationism. Once they are typeset
and printed, we intend to distribute them to
subscribers, and to researchers and journaiists as
needed.

COPY ALWAYS WELCOME

Help keep filling the pages of the B&IS! We
are glad to receive letters, articles, reviews. Are
there paranormal (or other) events going on in
your area that the rest of us should know
about? Articles in hand for future issues inciude:
an article on parapsychology by H B Gibson; a

piece comparing the New Year's astrology
columns by Stephen Moreton; reviews of a
Washington  skeptic-run  séance, of Rupert

Sheldrake's new book, and we have promised
reviews of Philip Klass' new book on abductions,
Terence Hines' textbook on the paranormal, and
Hilary Evans' recent book on apparitions. Please

-keep stuff coming--and the sooner the better.

Also, most of our news items (and clippings
for the Press Gallery) are culled from the
clippings sent in by our readers. Please mark all
clippings with the name of the periodical and the
date. All clippings go into the files for future
reference--real files, not the wastebasket.

THANKS!

COPY DATE FOR NEXT ISSUE: JULY 1, 1988
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INTERVIEW: Paul Kurtz

Part Two

Paul Kurtz is chairman of the Buffalo, NY-
based Committee for Scientific Investigation of
laims of the Paranormal (CSICOP), editor of
the humanist magazine Free Inaquiry, President
and editor-in-chief of Prometheus Books, and a
professor of philosophy at the State University
of New York at Buffalo. He is author of 27
books., the most recent of which is The
Transcendental Temptation (reviewed in B&IS
[.2). I interviewed him at his home on
September 21st, 1987. In Part One, published
in our last issue (B&IS II.2), Paul Kurtz
discussed his reilationsnip with Britain. where
he is a vice-president of the Rationaiist Press
Association. In this second and final part, he
talks about the Gauquelins and the roie of
imagination.--wg_

WG: There were a number of write-ups about
the Parapsychology Association Conference,
mostly about Bob Morris. who is reported now
to be doing things--looking for people who've
had trouble with machines, you know, "are you
a computer jinx, write to us” that sort of thing,
and the other thing is he's looking through
Scottish folklore, and he's looking through the
files at the School of Scottish Studies in
Edinburgh, looking for patterns that might be
worth researching.

PK: What kind of patterns?
WG: The articles didn't really say.

PK: I think Robert Morris is a good man, he
was at the University of Syracuse, we've had
him at our CSICOP conference, and I think he's
fair-minded in his approach, and objective.
We've indicted many of the psychical

- Wendy M. Grossman

researchers in the past for being biased, and
wanting to help the facts, and being willing to
interpret some of the results positiveiy, but I
think that the parapsychologists have learned
from our criticisms and that many of them do
want to abide by the stringent rules of
scientific objectivity, and I think Bob Morris
comes under that category. [ think he was one
of the best choices that Edinburgh could have
made.

WGC: They had a lot of trouble, didn't they,
finding a university to take the Chair in the
first place?

PK: Yes. I think it's terrible. I think that any
field of investigation ought to be pursued, and
the fear of pursuing parapsychological research,
considering it to be less than respectable, is an
expression of unfortunate timidity. I weicome
any kind of research in parapsychoiogy or
psychical research, I'd never want to cut that
off. ['m unconvinced as yet that they've found
anything that stands the test of scrutiny. But
of course what's going on in the parapsycho-
logical laboratories is far different from the
media, the popular imagination, and how that
has been expioited.

WG: Hilary Evans has just been saying [B&IS
I.5] if UFOs are really landing and taking
people away, this is one of the most important
things that has ever happened to the human
race, and how do we learn about it? From
popular books soid in neighborhood bookstores.

PK: Exactly. Philip Klass has said that if UFOs
are landing and abducting peopie, then this is
of cataclysmic significance. I[f there are

Wendy M. Grossman is eciior and founcer of the B&IS. and a writer anc foiksinger.
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intelligent civilizations elsewhere, then a large
share of government money and research ought
to be spent on this inquiry. But generally it's
on the fringes that you get the claims made,
and reputable scientists and news organizations
have not been able to confirm them. That's why
we're skeptics.

WG: As a folksinger, I know some of the folk
tales Hilary's referring to, and it's fascinating
to watch the patterns. People used to be
abducted by the fairies. Steuart Campbell says
that every loch in Scotland at one time had its
kelpie, which took people away and this was an
explanation for drownings that noboay
understood. And now people disappear on UFOs.

PK: It's very similar. Because in the whole
history of the race there were monsters. I
mean, there were gorillas, tigers, wild wolves,
and bears. It's only been in the last fifty years
that we've tamed practically every corner of
the globe. So this fear of monsters was
meaningful historically. It cuts deeply in the
primeval consciousness of man, and I suppose
that's a residue left over.

WG: It's the same pattern, would you say?, the
replacement of fantasy by science fiction, the
replacement in the popular myths of the fairies
with stories of UFOs...

PK: Well, the paranormal I think is fed by
human imagination, and imagination is wonderful,
we couldn't live without it, it's creative, it is
expansive, it's exciting, it's the realm of the
possible spun out of our own creative insights
and fantasies. You can't and don't want to cut
off imagination, the problem is when you fudge
the difference between imagination and reality
and that's what's happening today, so science
fiction, the realm of the possible, is taken as
true. If something is possible, therefore
believers think it is actual. That's the great
mistake, to take it as truth.

WG: Well, Whitley Strieber, who wrote

Communion, was a novelist.

PK: There are various interpretations of Whitley
Streiber, but one interpretation is that he's
concocted it out of his imagination.

WG: Well, if he was a novelist first, he'd have
had some practice, I suppose.

PK: He did--his other books are similar. Woives
in Central Park. In one of his books, he walks
into Central Park and he reaches a den of

wolives. So you could interpret that as the pure
poetic license of a novelist, and I think that is
how I would interpret Communion, that it was
spun out of his imagination. You don't want to
dampen imagination, all the great novelists,
playwrights, dramatists, poets, scientists have to
create new worlds, But it is important to
distinguish between fantasy and actuality. That
is the problem that we face today with the
growth of the paranormal and the New Age and
how deep a hold it has on the public
imagination.

WG: I thought the point of the article in the
last SI about children's literature and fantasy
was very weil taken--there is such a thing as
healthy fantasy.

PK: We can't live without fantasies--it makes
life exciting. You fantasize a beautiful woman
that you make love to and you fantasize what's
going to happen when you save your money and
build a nice home somewhere in the countryside,
and so the rich poetic weaving of your
imagination is important. The inventor thinks
about something he'll bring into being and Ilo
and behold he does, that's the imagination at
work. But you know, the other factor--I use the
term The Transcendental Temptation, which is
the title of a book I've written recently--

WG: Which was reviewed in the British & Irish
Skeptic [L.3]...

PK: I think that there is a tendency for the
human mind to leap into the unknown by means
of imagination and to postulate or to create
hidden universes and this is how I think that
gods are spun out of human fantasy and
longing. And so the paranormal is the new
fabric being woven out of the imagination and
idle fancy. But it must satisfy a need, that's
why I think the paranormal is so difficult,
because it's a religious phenomenon. Belief in
the paranormal is not simply reducible to
scientific hypotheses, though that's part of it.
It's reaily a quasi-religious expression of a deep
longing for a transcendental universe which we
can be put in touch with. And I think that's
why, incidentally, it's mounting. The year 1987
in America has seen an astounding revival of
the paranormal. I think in one sense stronger
waves of belief have manifested than we've had
in a long time with UFO abductions, trance
channeiing, etc.

WG: Of course, in Britain what we've had is
Geller going up in a helicopter.
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PK: In America, too, Geller returned. We also
have the reincarnation regression, Shirley
MacLaine, harmonic convergence, much of it
fanned and sold by the media. But the media
wouldn't get anywhere unless the people were
interested.

WG: Well, the Sun published the whole Geller
thing because people would flock to buy it.

PK: Yes, so there are consumers out there.
There's a perennial human interest in the idea
that there's a "transcendent universe.” Now I
find it difficult to understand what is meant by
the transcendent, not only in paranormal terms
but in philosophical terms. Surely there are

large areas of the universe we do not
understand, and it transcends the present
dimensions of knowledge. So we're always
breaking new frontiers. But they're reading

more than that in, they're reading into the
unknown some mysterious, occult, puzzling
reaiity and that they're not entitled to do. You
can say that what we don't know is beyond
what we now know, and transcends present
knowledge, that's almost a truism, but to say
that what we don't know therefore includes
some supernatural, paranormal, or occult reality
is already to read into what's not been tested,
and that's tie leap that they make.

WG: I tend to look at things in very simple,
practical terms, and it often seems to me that
a lot of people are desperate to believe that
there's someone around who knows what's going
on, and as people lose confidence in politicians,
particularly in this country, and as scientists
are showing all the time, well, there's this
planet, and that planet, and if God exists,
where is he? they start thinking about things
that might just be possible.

PK: True. And it's always interesting to think
about that, you always have to keep your mind
open to that. But, the real problem is that they
convert what may be possible into what they
really demand and make real, so the possibility's
converted into some existential reality, and
that's a mistake.

WG: The question that comes up a great deal in
Britain does concern what I gather is old
history. But when Mark Plummer was in London
in May, he got asked about the so- called
Star-Baby business and the Gauquelins, and also
about the two Fellows who split off from the
Committee. He didn't Yeally say much, and I
think people would like to know a little more
about it.

The British & Irish Skeptic

PK: T"Star-Baby" was published first in Fate

magazine, which is something like the Daily
Mail, or the Sun in Britain, an extremely

unreliable magazine. It's one of the leading
paranormal magazines, and if you read it, it
sells fortune crystal balls, and...

WG: It sounds like Prediction magazine, or
Psychic News...

PK: Exactly. Fate is exactly like Psychic News.
WG: Probably a larger operation.

PK: Circulation of well over 150,000. It panders
to the whole realm of the paranormal, so it
hardly can be taken as an objective basis for
criticism. In fact Fate magazine attacks CSICOP
and leading scholars and skeptics in almost
every issue.

WG: OK, but this particular...

PK: But this particular attack by Dennis
Rawiins, who had been associated with CSICOP
in the eariy days, I think was unfair, and was
an ad hominem attack.

WG: What exactly was the attack?

PK: I'll go into that. It was largely made up of
gossip, innuendo, and conjecture, who said what,
where, when, and it's been used by the critics
of CSICOP, wno've had great difficulty in
finding something that they can attack that's
more recent. But the whole point was this, that
Michel and Frangoise Gauquelin, two French
researchers, began investigating astroiogy, and
Michel Gauquelin became very critical of
classical or popuiar asiroiogy. But he thought
that he detected “astrobiologicai” patterns
between the time and piace of birth of various
individuals and the planetary positions. So he
correlated Saturn or Jupiter with the various
professions. The strongest correlation he found
was with Mars and sports champions. Now the
PARA committee, which was formed in Belgium
many years ago, attempted to repiicate
Gauqueiin, but the resuits were disputed.
Gauquelin said they had replicated, and they
refused to accept his interpretation. We came
on the scene in 1975, before the creation of
CSICOP. Marvin Zelen, who was a statistican at
the State University of New York at Buffaio
and later became Chairman of the Statistics
Department at Harvard, a very distinguisnhed
statistician, proposed a test to break the
impasse between the Beigian interpretation anc
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the Gauquelins, "the Zelen test,” and this we

published at that time in the Humanist
magazine, when I was editor. In fact I think I
published about eight articles by or about

Gauquelin over the years. Now there was some
dispute whether Marvin Zelen who did that test
had properly interpreted the results. "Star-Baby”
was Rawlins' critique of Marvin Zelen's
interpretation which was endorsed by George
Abell, an astronomer, and myseif, as co-author.
Zelen may very well have been wrong in his
test and in analyzing the data. He was
disturbed because all of the sports champions
who were examined were French, but the results
depended primarily upon Paris. But the Parisian
data had been lost in a fire, and Gauquelin had
focused on Paris, and Zelen didn't know whether
the Parisian sports champion was typicai of
everything else. So we argued about the data,
how do you interpret the data, and Rawlins

disagreed. Rawlins is a very strong skeptic,
probably stronger than anyone eise on the
Committee since or before, and he always
expressed to members of CSICOP that he

thought that Gauquelin was a fraud, that he
fudged the data from the beginning. We refused
to ever say that, for we had no proof of fraud.
But he thought that Zelen's analysis was
mistaken, so that became Star-Baby, because he
wanted us to admit that we made a mistake.
We did have errors, and we published that
admission. One makes mistakes in science. Let's
say the errors were open to dispute. We then
went on to an American test, and Rawlins was
the one who helped determine the position of
Mars. Rawlins never attacked the American
tests. So the so-called "Star-Baby" controversy
was differences of interpretation of one test.
Where we stand now, we don't believe that
Gauquelin's data or findings in France and
Europe have been replicated anywhere in the
world, least of all in America. Again differing
about how to interpret the American test,
Gauquelin thinks they have been replicated, we
do not. So Star-Baby is as far as I can see, an
exaggerated attack on one test that was
proposed before CSICOP came into effect
through the people who were involved later
associated with CSICOP, including myself. As
far as I can see the issue is finding a mountain
in a molehill signifying nothing. But it's used by
our critics, who very rarely understand.

WG: Brian Inglis brings it up all the time.

PK: Inglis brings it up all the time, but CSICOP
has published everything that Gauqueiin has
ever sent us, and we've published all the data,
and we've published all the disagreements on
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both sides of the question. So that there was
never, as it was claimed, an effort by CSICOP

to fudge the data or to cover up. The charge
is totally false. We have an open mind about
Gauquelin, we still don't think he's been

replicated, and we're still urging scientists in
other countries in the worid to see if they can
do an independent replication, and that's where
it stands. Does that explain it?

WG: It sounds like a very clear explanation.
PK: That's exactly what happened.

WG: The question that was asked at the same
time was, what about these two Fellows that
spiit off from CSICOP, and...

PK: Which two Fellows? Truzzi and Rawlins?

WG: Presumably. Were there more than two, or
were those the only two who've ever left?

PK: Any organization anywhere in the world has
some difference of opinion, and that's oniy
normal and natural. So what happened was that
Rawiins was not re-elected to the Executive
Council because he didn't show up to place his
name in nomination after--the terms of office
are three years--he did not place his name in
nomination, he was not present, so he was not
re-elected. Truzzi had resigned from CSICOP in
the first year because there was disagreement
about the editorial policy of the Skeptical
Inquirer, and the board of editors disagreed

with his view. And that happens in many
organizations. And there were two or three
other scientific consultants or Fellows who

without any prejudice no longer continued on
CSICOP, but it's remarkable we've had so few
resignations.

WG: So it sounds like three or four, perhaps.

PK: Three or four. One of them who did resign
came back later. But there's been really no

~"major split in CSICOP,” it was between Rawlins

and Truzz.
WG: It's made to sound like that.

PK: They've buiit it up, because they can't find
very much else to attack in CSICOP. But I'm
sure this is true of most institutions anyway.
We are human beings, we have disagreements.
We're attempting to be fair-minded, our critics
don't agree with our conclusions, but we're
committed to open and objective inquiry and
investigation. =
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THE CASE AGAINST ESP

If the world divides up on a particular issue
into the 'yes's and the 'no's, it might seem most
reasonable to allot equal weight to either side.
Certainly, in the absence of any further informa-
tion, that would be the best thing to do. But if
serious information continues to flow in which
strongly favours one stance over the other, that
information must be utilised. We must favour
that stance. To do otherwise, while apparently

fair to dissenters, is unfair to the stance's
supporters.

So, what is the position with ESP? There is
a great deal of evidence against it. I shall pre-

sent some of this below as a contribution to the
debate; for in informed discussion lies the road
to truth.

The problem with ESP, is not a scientific
one, but one of fraud, humbug, and publicity.
Strong words, but let me back them up.

In a talk given by Bill Williams on ABC radio
Australia on March 8, 1987, we heard of a smail
group of scientists, "conventionally trained and
eminently reputable,” who concluded., after
experiment, that there was something to ESP.

A major example given, Dr Soal of London, is
now known not to have been at all reputable.
Painstaking analysis of his number-guessing data
by statistician Dr Christopher Scott and others
revealed excesses of certain digits in his own
handwritten checklists, particulariy the digits
which are easily formed by altering certain oth-
ers, which were found to be lacking. A "1" is
easily turned into a "4", for example. To put it
bluntly, Soal cheated. He committed the cardinal
sin of doctoring data to support his beliefs,
rather than seiecting his beliefs on the basis of
the data. We ail do this to a certain extent in
real life, but in research it is unforgiveabie.

There are, of course, many experiments oth-
er than Soal's. Most have been performed by
trained, reputable scientists. But are these really
the best qualified persons to run such experi-
ments? Such people are experts in particular
fields: Thouless and Rhine, two scientists men-
tioned by name, were originally trained in
zoology and botany. Do these eminently
respectable discipiines provide a good training
for ESP research, and if not, what does?

We can answer these questions by consider-
ing the nature of ESP research. Anyone who
became accepted by the scientific establishment

. American physicists, for example.

Anthony Garrett

as the possessor of such powers would be
instantly feted; Uri Geller's prestige increased
massively after he had successfully conned two
So it is to the
direct advantage of the subject to try and cheat.
[ am not saying that all subjects cheat, of
course; merely some.

So the people we want in charge of ESP
experiments are professionals in the cheating
business, only we want them on our side.

Well, such peopie exist; they are stage
magicians. They learn how to fool audiences, how
to wmisdirect them into looking at point A wahnile
the serious business of the trick is going on at
point B, and how to gain quite remarkable
manual dexterity. To call them professional
cheats is in no way an insult; some of their
tricks take years of ‘iraining to master.
Unfortunately the magician is rareiy 1in the
position of having a laboratory handy to run
ESP experiments, while the scientist finds it
difficult to beiieve that a professional
entertainer can be of any assistance. Scientists
are trained to detect subtlety in nature. not
fraud, and it should be recognised that the two
are very different.

I do not know of a singie experiment with a
magician acting as consultant in which ESP was
confirmed. Unfortunately, such negative resuits
are difficult to get into print; the parapsycho-
logicai journais far prefer exciting positive
results to papers which state simply that nothing
happened.

The best experiments conducted by scientists
have been painstakingly anaiysed by Professor
Mark Hansel, who found piausible ways in which
fraud could have taken place in each. This
doesn't prove fraud did take place, but it cer-
tainly forces us to pilace far less emphasis on
the resuits. Moreover, whenever experimental
protocol is tightened up, positive results diminish.
It is logical to extrapolate and suggest that in
perfectly tight experiments no effects will be
found.

Parapsychological experiments are taking piace
in a great many Western universities. Active re-
search is going on at one of Britain's oldest and
most prestigious universities, Cambridge. There
are now at least two Chairs of Parapsychology in
Europe. The most recent, at Edinburgh, is occu-
pied by Robert Morris, formerly of Syracuse

Anthony Garrett is a physicist newly returned to the UK from Australia, where he was an
active member of the Australian Skeptics
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University in upstate New York. It was set up
with a bequest from the will of the writer
Arthur Koestler, after several other UK
universities had declined the bequest. It is
misleading to claim, as is often done, that there
is a scientific "conspiracy” against parapsych-
ology, for conspiracies have to be hidden.
Certainly the scientific community is openly
sceptical of parapsychology; and rightly so, given
its track record. Parapsychology was accepted
into the prestigious American Association for the
Advancement of Science many years ago, largely
due to the active lobbying of the social anthro-

pologist Margaret Mead, whose influential
research on sexual and social behaviour in
Western Samoa is now increasingly discredited.

Former AAAS president John Wheeler, a distin-
guished physicist, pointed out that a hundred
years of parapsychology had not produced a sing-
le replicable result, and agitated for its removal.
The truth of his statement cannot be denied.

Parapsychology would be far better accepted
by workers in established fields of science if its
own internal standards were higher. Experiments
nowadays are tending to be more complex, with
the "hit level” due to random chance almost im-
possible to work out. Card guessing is easy; un-
fortunately for the parapsychological empire it
doesn't work when done properly. On the other
hand, how can you tell whether a sketch drawn
by one individuai is sufficiently similar to a
scene set out by a second individual for an at-
tempt at thought transmission? Believe it or not,
this retreat into statistical obscurantism is the
latest parapsychological craze, called "ganzfeld”.

The best experiments are surely simple, and
performed double blind. This means that the tes-
ter does not know in advance the result corres-
ponding to a hit, and so cannot unconsciously
cue the subject into it. There have also been
intelligent suggestions, from both within and out-
side the parapsychological community, to concen-
trate the possible psychokinesis of many people
looking at the results of randomly drawn national
lottery results, in which thousands of people
have a stake.

The necessity for magicians to be involved in
the experimental protocol was highlighted in the
most dramatic way possible some three years
ago, when two of them posed as subjects in ex-
periments hailed in advance as the best proving
ground for paranormal effects, at Washington
University, St. Louis, Missouri.

Effects were produced almost as a matter of
routine; eventually the pair revealed what they
had done. The tricks they used could never have
been employed had a magician been involved in
the testing.

What of the person--and perhaps some are
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reading this--who has had an experience which he
or she attributed to ESP? One individual I know
was very struck by the fact that his cleaner re-
turned to the house at an unusual time, preciseiy
when he was in some physical distress. Well,
that experience undeniably supports the hypothe-
sis of ESP. Taken by itself, it supports it very
strongly; and, of course, since first-hand experi-
ence counts for a great deal, my friend favours
this explanation. But if more information can be
found, then it, too, should be taken into account.

How often have people felt that something
was wrong, and found it wasn't? Such experi-
ences would lodge in the memory far less vividly
than a positive "hit". Or how often has something
been wrong, and no-one guessed it? To test for
ESP we need to check whether there is any
correlation between what happened and what was
felt.

Now perhaps you can see why scientific ex-
periments form the backbone of data on which
scientific theories are based. I do not doubt my
friend's experience, but it is vastly inadequate to
prove the existence of ESP. And the best labora-
tory experiments do not confirm it either.

Finally, a certain amount of metaphysics is
sometimes used in an attempt to begin the
search for physical explanations of ESP. This is
worth trying only when we are quite certain
there is something to explain, which is not at all
the case at present. Nor can the mysteries of
quantum theory help. Even though it is now
known that particles are in contact over large
distances (Bell's theorem), the way they do this
cannot be used, even in principle, to convey
signals. This is a subtle technicality which has
only recently been fully understood, and it rules
out quantum theories of ESP.

In his book A New Apvproach to Psychical
Research, Professor Antony Flew rightly conclu-
ded in 1953 that more serious experimental work
was needed. Well, it has been done. As a result,
Professor Flew is now extremely sceptical of the
whole field.

Let me close by clarifying the position. I am
not claiming that ESP certainly does not or can-
not exist. [ am claiming that it very probably
does not exist, and that the evidence justifies a
skeptical stance. I favour and hope for future
experimentation, but please, let it be done
properly, double blind, with simple tests, and
magicians as consultants against the possibility
of fraud. Even then I doubt that the results
would satisfy everybody; but they should be far
more conclusive than at present.

An earlier version of this article appeared in
the Australian Skeptic, and was based on a talk
given on ABC Radio's "Ockham's Razor".
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TELEPATHY: a mechanism?

A problem which is familiar to any scientist
who has attempted to communicate
ideas to the non-scientist is the elitist nature of
science itself. A detailed understanding of
pnysics, for instance, involves not only under-
going a considerable training in mathematics but
also learning a whoie new vocabulary of scienti-
fic jargon in which many words have meanings
entirely different from normal everyday usage.
Most people have, perhaps unfortunately, not had
the time nor the opportunity to acquire either
the mathematics or the jargon and, as a conse-
quence, the vast body of detailed scientific
information available in the world's libraries is
relatively inaccessible to the general public.

This poses a particular problem for the
skeptical scientist because when he attempts to
provide routine scientific explanations for
supposed paranormal events he may experience
great difficulty in doing so without resort to
his mathematics and jargon. Conversely, it is
fairly easy for a writer with a limited knowiedge
of some areas of science to provide pseudo-
scientific explanations of "paranormal”
occurrences which sound entirely credibie to the
intelligent but non-scientific layman.

A classic example which comes to mind is a
"scientific” explanation of UFOs which I read
many years ago in a book about (I think) the
Warminster UFO sightings. Unfortunately I no
longer have the book and can't recall either its
title or author. The author believed that many
UFO sightings were real (that is, not just in the
mind of the beholder) but rejected 'conventional’
explanations such as visitors from other planets
or from within the Earth in favour of a
scientific explanation. The reasoning went
approximately as follows:

The upper reaches of the earth's atmosphere
are continually bombarded by a variety of ener-
getic particles from the solar wind and other
sources. One such particle is the alpha-particle
which is simply an atom of helium with its two
electrons removed; that is, a helium nucleus.
Nuclei are, of course, extremely dense (I think
the word used was actually "heavy”) and as a
consequence these particles fall down towards
the earth under the influence of gravity. As they

scientific
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arrive at the lower part of the atmosphere, how-
ever, these helium nuclei regain their two elec-
trons from gas moiecules in the atmosphere and
are thus converted into heiium atoms. Now it is
well known that helium gas is extremely light
and is used to fill fairground balloons, airships,
and other lighter-than-air devices.

As soon as it acquires the electrons, the par-
ticle, thus, reverses its motion and floats up-
wards in the atmosphere. t some stage in this
journey (on the way down, if my memory serves
me well) the helium particle has an affinity for
other helium particles so that instead of indivi-
dual helium atoms fioating upwards a large
upwardly-floating bubble of helium is formed.
...And yes, you've guessed it...this mobiie helium
bubble, fluorescing by some aimost »olausible
mechanism which I have now forgotten, is the
cause of all those UFO sightings!

From a non-scientist's point of view [ suspect
that this hypothesis may seem fairly reasonable
containing, as it does, undoubted truisms such as
the fact that the atmosphere is bombarded by
energetic particies, that nuclear matter is very
dense and that helium gas floats upwards in the
atmosphere. Unfortunately, for a number of rea-
sons this picture is entirely unsound despite its
superficial piausipility. For instance, helium
nuclei do not have an affinity for other helium
nuclei and, in fact, repel each other strongly
and even helium atoms feel wvirtually no
attraction for one another.

For all I know, though, this book may have
caused a number of intelligent readers, interested
in UFOs but skeptical of close encounters of the
third kind, to feel that they had a rational basis
for a belief in the physical reality of UFOs.

As skeptics we have a duty to do our very
best to ensure that we do not add to the moun-
tain of bad science that exists in the area of
paranormal phenomena--which brings me to the
nub of this article; the fact that we have, in a
recent edition of the British & Irish Skeptic
committed this (in my view) unpardonabie sin.

In the January/February 1988 (II.1) issue of
the B&IS "Telepathy: a mechanism” by Gordon
Gray provided us with an apparently plausible
basis for telepathy written with a healthy

tephen Donneily is a physicist, a lecturer in electronic and eiectrical engineering, and a Convenor of
the Manchester Skeptics.
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skeptical outlook and incorporating a great deal
of both the physics and physiology of the brain.
It is not beyond the realms of possibility that
the mechanism which this articie describes could
one day be thrown back at skeptics investigating
telepathy as a plausible mechanism given respec-
tability in our own skeptical journal.

The only problem with this is the fact that
Gordon Gray's mechanism is entirely scientifical-
ly unsound!

The hypothesis which is presented in the arti-
cle is that telepathy may take place via electro-
magnetic (EM) radiation in the gamma-ray wave-
band. Before examining the theoretical basis of
this suggestion let me, first of all, assure all
readers of one fact: my brain does not emit gam-
ma rays! [ can state this with some confidence
because, as an experimental physicist, I have
spent many a happy hour running experiments us-
ing detectors capable of detecting and counting
single "packets” or photons of gamma-radiation.
Such detectors are possible because gamma-rays
are a very energetic and penetrating form of
electromagnetic energy and can be detected even
at the lowest intensities, that is, one photon at
a time. [ can also make the same categorical
statement about many of my scientist colleagues.
This could, of course, be simply an indication of
the fact that scientists don't think a lot or are
not telepathic, so let me outline the problems
with the gamma ray theory.

For telepathic communication to take place
the brains involved presumably have both to emit
and receive gamma radiation, and Gordon Gray
suggests that the phospholipid molecules in ceil
membranes are of the appropriate size to be
tuned to gamma-ray frequencies. There is, how-
ever, a big problem with this idea. The wave-
length of gamma rays extends from 0.14 nano-
metres (about half the diameter of a single atom)
down to .0005 nanometres so that neither the
lipid molecule (about 5 nanometres long) nor the
carboxyl group (about .5 nanometres long) at the
end of the molecule is likely to be well "tuned”
to most gamma-ray frequencies. This is largely
irrelevant, however, because the concept of a
tuned aerial in itself is applicable really only to
the radio part of the EM spectrum. Light, for
instance, which lies between radio waves and
gamma rays in wavelength is not emitted or re-
ceived using tuned aerials in the radio sense. In
fact, light is emitted and absorbed by a different
type of 'tuned aerial'--the atom. Light may be
emitted from an atom when an electron in an
outer orbit changes to a lower level. The size of
the atom (perhaps .3 nanometres) is very much
smaller than the wavelength of the emitted light
(500 nanometres, say). The idea of an antenna
whose length is tuned to the wavelength of the
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radiation simpiy does not work here.

Similarly, gamma-rays which are of much smal-
ler wavelength than light, are emitted as a result
of changes occurring within the atomic nucleus
and are in fact a result of nuclear reactions.
Although the mechanism of brain function is com-
plex, I have not yet read any claims that
nuclear reactions form part of that mechanism!

As a final nail in the coffin of the gamma-
ray mechanism, it is possibie, using mathematical
expressions known as Maxwell's equations, to
calculate the amount of energy radiated by any
electrical process such as the osciilating voltage
applied to a radio antenna, the sparking of a
spark plug or the firing of a nerve impulse in
the brain. [ have done such a calculation for a
typical nerve impulse (70 mV ampiitude, 1 ms
duration) and found (predictably) that the amount
of energy radiated by a singie nerve impulse is
approximately a billion billion times too small to
produce a singie gamma ray photon.

[ have a number of other difficulties with the
model concerning, in particular, the idea of "im-
posing a pattern” on gamma radiation and the
role of the relative refractory period in detec-
ting the gamma ray messages but as the basic
gamma-ray mechanism is impossible it wouid serve

no purpose to continue with more detailed
criticisms.
As a final general point, however, I would

like to query the claim at the beginning of the
articie that a telepathic "transmission from one
brain to another” would be the equivalent of
ross-talk or interference. On the contrary, it
seems to me that the ability to detect signals
from another human or animal brain would be a
very useful attribute for both detection of prey
and avoiding predators. It is not at all obvious
to me that the brain would have to "be
protected against such effects.”

The gamma-ray mechanism for telepathy must
thus join the helium bubble UFO and float up
into outer space and harmlessiy disperse. And,
come on, skeptics, let's try to ensure that
articles appearing in the pages of our own
journal, in future, combine a healthy skeptical
outlook with a modicum of good science!

Editor's note: [ will be the first to admit
that I am not gqualified in science. I am there-
fore unable to judge the science invoived in
some articles, e.g., both this one and Gordon
Gray's originai articie, Steuart Campbell's astro-
nomicai mirage hypothesis, and so on. But this is
not a scientific journai, and makes no pretense
to pe one. This is a magazine intended to serve
the skeptical community; it seems to me that
part of its job is encouraging debate.--wg
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RECOGNIZING PSEUDOSCIENCE

Historically man has sought to know the world
through two diametricaily opposed methods: intro-
spection, and what we will here call "extrospec-
tion."”
sions from what you perceive with your senses.
This is the source of everyday knowiedge and,
carried out systematically, of scientific know-
ledge. Introspection, or the search for knowiedge
about the worid inside yourseif, is common to

many different forms of mysticism. In the last
few years, Fritiof Carra and other well-known
proponents of mysiicism have ciaimed that

through meditation one <can arrive at the
important results of modern physics.

One major difference between introspection
and extrospeciion iies in the ways they lend
themselves to externai agreement. When cdifferent
people use introspective methods to seek know-
ledge. they may very well arrive at cifferent
conciusions. Since their sources of intuition are
not communicapie., the peopie Rave no common
language with which to convince each other. In
practice. then, the mystics have two aiternatives.
One is to fully accept their cifferences and make
no attempt to arrive at a consensus. In our
worid of sociailly interdependent incividuais, more
often than not this is impracticabie. The other
alternative, and the one mystics more generaily
choose, is to regard one person's intuitions as
the most accurate. Used this way, the introspec-
tive method ieads to authoritarianism.

The extrospective method, on the other hand,
yvields essentially the same results when differ-
ent people apply these methods. As a phiiosopni-
cal realist, I would say that this is because,
though the “inner worids" reached by introspec-
tion may very well differ, we all iive in one and
the same external worid. If two peopie have dif-
ferent opinions about the weights or lengths of
different objects., they can reach a consensus of
opinion by weighing or measuring them. Differ-
ences of opinion about interpreting experiments
can be settled by running new experiments.

This methodical confirmation by independent
observers is one of the major characteristics of
science. The onily experimental resuits that are
accepted are those which can be confirmed by
independent researcners repeating the experi-
ments. The only arguments that are accepted are
those which are lucidly presented to others for
criticism. The personal authority of dead or

By "extrospection” we mean drawing conciu-

Sven Ove Hansson

living scientists is never
accepting a nypothesis.

In this sense science is essentiaily egalita-
rian: no one has any special status as a source
of knowiedge. It is not by chance that science
flourishes in open and democratic societies or
that it is stunted in more authoritarian regimes.
Democracy and science have common roots in the
egalitarian, antiauthoritarian tradition of the En-
iightenment. To me personaily the ethical reasons
for supporting them are very much the same.

Given this background it also seems natural
to me to consider the ability to reach a consen-
sus as the defining characteristic of science. For
the purposes of this article, we wiil define sci-
ence as foliows: Science is the systematic search
for knowledge which, not depending on any parti-
cular individual, can be established or controlled
by anyone. Like most short definitions of com-
plex concepts, this definition demands quaiifica-
tion and eiaboraiion. There are, for examrie,
individuai cifferences in perceotion and communi-
cation. Buf rather than eilaborate on :hese
themes here. I will propose seven criteria for
aistinguisning science from pseudoscience.

Essentiaily, these criteria are seven different,

a valid argument for

though partiaily overiapping, ways of violating
the above definition of science. Every instance
of npseudoscience that [ hnave encounterec

violates at least one of these seven criteria.
One: Personal Authority. The first criterion is
that certain people are credited with such great
ability to distinguish true and false that others
shouid accept tneir verdicts. Such authoritarian-
ism is common particularly in cultist pseudosci-
ence. In most cases, these "authorities” are men.
One of the most extreme examples of this is
the way Scientoiogists regard L. Ron Hubbard.
For a Scientologist to question Hubbard's words
is practically equivaient to leaving the movement.
ther exampies of personal authority are Maha-
risni Mahesh Yogi in Transcendental Meditation,
Guru Maharaj Ji in the Divine Light Mission, and
Rudolf Steiner in Anthroposopny. Their foliowers
believe these men speak unarguabie ruth,
whether or not these authorities can present
arguments to support their contentions.

Two: Lack of Repeatability. The second
criterion is that unrepeatable experiments are
trusted. Since scientific knowiedge is divorced

from individual perception, experiments must be
repeatadie by other experimenters. Scientists aiso

Sven Ove Hansson is a phiiosopner and author of a number of books, inciuding two skeptical books on
the paranormai. The Engiish transiation is by Sven Ove Hansson and Wency M. Grossman, who together
have aiso transiated his 1986 book, Mvsteries--Exvplained.
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demand that experiments be reported in full, that
is, in detail adequate for others to be able to
dupiicate the experimental conditions.

This principie is the same as that which
applies to cooking. If I give you a recipe for
muffins, and you follow the instructions but wind
up taking filoury lumps of dough out of the over,
you would probably feei dissatisfied if I told

you, "Well, it worked last time I tried it, and
that proves it works,” or "It's your mentai
attitude--your negative vibrations destroy the

muffins even if you do exactly what I do.”

But explanations like these are very common
in pseudoscientific literature. @Swedisk engineer
Olof Alexandersson provides one exampie of this
in his book The Living Water when he ciaims
that the Austrian eccentric Viktor Schauberger
succeeded in constructing a perpetual motion
machine in the 1930's. According to Alexander-
sson, Schauberger made a working modei of an
airpiane engine that needed no external energy
sources. The fact that no one has been abie to
repeat the experiment does not seem to disturb
Alexandersson. In another example, Cleve Back-
ster "proved” with a lie detector that plants
have feelings, but no one has since been abie to
dupiicate his results.

Similar examples abound in the field of para-
psychology, where there is a seemingiy unending
stream of experiments which yieid positive re-
sults only in the hands of certain experimenters.
This is in sharp contrast to studies of normai
sensory phenomena carried out by experimental
psychologists. Even subtle visuai and auditory
illusions can be verified by any experimenter wno
follows the appropriate procedures. Given the
evidence we now have, therefore, from a scien-
tific point of view we should accept these phe-
nomena, though not the alleged paranormal ones.

Three: Biased Selection of Examples. The
third criterion is that experiments are carried
out on handpicked examples, even though random
selection is possible. It is a common problem in
scientific research that we want to study the
characteristics of all objects or phenomena of a
certain kind, but are limited to studying only a
selection. How we make that selection is vitai: if
it is not random, the selection will reflect the
personal choice of the investigator (experimenter
bias). In the pursuit of consensus, random
seiection is essential.

This fallacy is, for exampie, common to most
of the authors who have sought to prove the
validity of biornythms. It is easy to find pienty
of individuai examples which, taken together,
seem to confirm the special significances of
every 23rd, 28th, and 33rd day after birtk. But
appiying this method of selection to different-
length cycies, it would be just as easy to prove
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that every 24th, 41st, and 53rd day after birth
is exceptional--or any other days you like.

Similar reasons mean that even those fringe
practitioners who use compieteiy ineffective
methods of treatment can point to an impressive
number of “successfully treated” cases. Taken
together, normal bioiogical variation and wishful
thinking are enough to convince any therapist--
medically trained or otherwise--that his chosen
treatment works. This effect can oniy be avoided
by giving randomly seiected groups different
treatments.

The essential characteristic of scientific medi-
cine, then, is that medicine only resorts to judg-
ing by experience when controlled studies are
not available. Most fringe practitioners are happy
to regard their “successful cases” as proof
enough that their treatments work.

Four: Lack of Reality Testing. The fourth cri-
terion is that although it is perfectly possible,
no attempt is made to test the theory against
our own sensory experiences (or, for the pniloso-
phical realist, against reality). If you evade
attempts to refute or confirm a theory by such
methods, you make the theory a matter of per-
sonal faith. In contrast, the pubiic process of
critical debate and decisive experimentation is a
prerequisite of science.

One example of this is the apparent unwiiling-

ness of TM proponents to ailow independent
observers to test their claim to be abie to
levitate. A Danish ex-TM-teacher who left the

movement has reveaied tnat the photographs of
levitating TMers which the movement uses to
publicize their activities are fakes produced with
the help of gymnastics equipment. Since TM
teaches levitation techniques on a regular basis,
one would think that there wouid be no lack of
subjects available to demonstrate these tech-
niques. But TM representatives have been less
than helpful, to say the least, to independent
researchers interested in studying their methods.

Five: Contradictory Evidence Ignored. The
fifth criterion is that proponents ciaim their
neory is valid even though it contradicts reii-
abie, empirical evidence. Some of the most com-
mercially successful pseudoscientific  writers
provide us with numerous exampies of this prin-
cipie. Charles Berlitz's Bermuda Triangie theory,
for example, has been conscientiousiy examined
by Larry Kusche, who showed it to be based
entirely on misinformation. Erich von Daniken's
books, too, abound in statements wnica are
demonstrably faise. Neither Berlitz nor von
Daniken has altered his theory in the light of
factual criticism.

The science shelves of many bookshops are
dominated by unreliabie literature like that pro-
mulgated by Beriitz and von Daniken. This is sad
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but not surprising in the light of the different
approaches taken to pubiication by scientists and
pseudoscientists. Scientists, who submit their
theories to the process of peer review for accep-
tance, generally pubiish their work in reputable
journais and monograpn series, which are general-
ly unavailable to the pubiic. These prestigious
journais demand accuracy and revision in the
iight of new evidence, and are therefore ciosec
to the pseudoscientists. These fiock insteada to

the generai book market, where what counts is a

book's appeal to the general public. Here they
rely on sensationaiism, rather than accuracy, to
guarantee their books' success.

Six: Refutation Not Accepted. The sixth crite-
rion is that experimen:tal results are accepted
as confirmation--but not as refutation. so that
testing the theory becomes a matter of 'either I
win or it was not conciusive.” To take a simpie
example of this kind of thinking, let us suppose
that I have proposed a theory that zinc acceier-
ates the growth of roses. Let us aiso suppose
that you have decided to test this theory with
one hundred plants divided into two groups of
50: one with zinc added to the soil. one without.

If the plants in the zinc-impregnated soil grow
faster, I wouid certainly say this confirmed my
theory. You would probably accept that. However
if the zinc-fed piants grew less than or the same
amount as the others, you would probably expect
me to accept that as evidence contradicting my
theory. You would probably also think it unfair
of me if I allowed oniy one of the possibie re-
sults to affect my appraisal of my theory. De-
manding that a theory be tested only under con-
ditions that exclude negative results is another
way of protecting oneself from others’ argu-
ments; it is precisely these arguments that one
must face in the search for consensus knowledge.

This type of built-in subterfuge is visible in
many of the most common pseudoscientific theo-
ries. If an astrologer's prophecies come true, a
new triumph for horoscope-casting is proclaimed.
If the prophecy fails, astrologers explain it away
by saying that the stars only give "tendencies”
and never tell us what the future will be. If

water is found where a dowser recommended
sinking a weil, this is taken as proof of his
powers. If no water is found there, you just

didn't dig deep enough. If a patient recovers af-
ter he has been treated by a faith-healer, the
healer claims this is new proof of his particular
relationship with the Highest. If the patient dies
through lack of medicali care, countless expiana-
tions can be found, all of which have in common
that those who promise miracles are blameless.
Seven: Lack of Replacement.The seventh cri-
terion is that the theory displaces other tenabie
theories while offering no replacement for them.
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This means that we lose some ability to describe
accurately and predict phenomena; this is a%
direct variance with our common striving to
enlarge our body of knowledge.

Immanuei Velikovsky's ceiestial
re a good example of this principle. Carl Sagan
has thoroughly demonstrated that his theory is
incompatiple with fundamental physicai theories.
But Velikovsky offers us no alternatives to the
mechanics with which his theories conflict. Ac-
ceptance of his theories therefore means renoun-
cing the coherent description we have of such
diverse phenomena as the movements of celestial
bodies and the centrifugal force we use in wash-
ing machines. This is a high price to pay for a
theory whose only contribution to our ability to
explain the world we live in is a shaky allegation
of common sources for ancient narratives.

To cite another example, one of the tenets of
Scientology is that your personality has been
vitally affected by words uttered in your pre-
sence when you were still in embryo, even during
the very first weeks after conception. Accepting
this theory makes it necessary for us to relin-
quish our present expianations of the mechanism
of hearing (namely. that we hear with our ears,
which are not yet deveioped at that stage), of
memory (that it is located in the brain. aiso not
yvet deveioped), and of the acquisition of lan-
guage (that it takes piace after birth). We gain
nothing by the exchange, for Scientology expiains
no human behavior for which we do not aiready
have an explanation through conventional bioiogy
and psychology. Similarly, if we repiace evoiu-
tionary theory with creationism, we lose the
coherent biological and geological knowledge we
have gained from the former and find ourselves
facing a disconnected heap of facts.

I have endeavored to construct these seven
criteria so that oniy clear cases of pseudo-
science are rejected. Stiil it may be reasonable
to ask: is there a risk that, using these criteria,
we may dismiss new knowiedge or new theories
that we ought instead to accept?

My answer to this question is that we do not
risk discarding true and well-founded assertions
by using these criteria. Naturaily, there is no
guarantee that we would not fail to accept some
true statements if they are insufficiently or fal-
laciously supported. Such cases will only come to
light later when adequate evidence becomes avai-
lable. At that time they, too, can be accepted.

I began by defining science as a process. It
is the nature of Science to be an unendin
quest, just as it is the nature of Art never to
be perfect. Seeking to understand the world we
!ive in, searching for better knowiedge; these are
part of human nature. Science--rather than feebie
imitations of it--should be available to everyone.

speculations
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Psvchic News, the principal voice for enthusi-
asts of the paranormal in the UK, has, iike most
periodicals, its own style and feel. Certain topics
appear reguiariy: extremist Christian groups try
to ban psychic fairs, a family doctor endorses
spirit healing, a medium presents incontrovertipie
survival evidence, and so on. But one particuiar
feature I find intriguing is the emphasis piaced
on having famous peopie attest to the reaiity of
the paranormal. If even a minor ceiebrity or
media person expresses a positive interest in
some aspect of the paranormai, we get grinning
PR shots and banner headiines like "TV pre-
senter praises his séance evidence,” "Spirit heai-
er wins local eiection for the Tories,” or "We
are all psychic, says 'Crossroads’ star.” (And look
what nappened to 'Crossroads’.) [t strikes me as
odd that these continuai reinforcements are feit
necessary, although [ suspect one reason is that
reiativeiy few of those interested in the paranor-
mai actuaily have solid experiences of their own
to go on. Or if they do, it must be good to
know that ceiebrities do. too. But once in a
whiie there's a story that sets the alarm bpeiis
ringing. In the Avpril 30th issue there was an
item on Psychic Surgery. Extensive coverage was
given once again to the psychic surgeons of the
Philippines. It was a very dangerous arzicie, not
because it was aimost compieteiy uncriticai. but
because of the styie in wnich it was writien.
There was no mention of the checkerec history
of the Philippino psychic surgery merchants., nor
that some have been exposed as ciumsy conjur-
ers. On the contrary, a numbder of "operations”
were reported. all wiih the expeciea stivie. In
one, the healer ciaimed to remove fluid from a
woman's apdomen: "He rubbed the woman's abdo-
men with fluid, anad it changed colour. First it
was colourless, and then yeliow-brown. He mas-
saged this into the stomach, and then scooped it
away with a spoon.” In others, teeth are remov-
ed without anaethetic using dental piiers washed
under a tap, and tumours excised bioodlessly.
The testimony is that of Robert Dare, who runs
his Natural Heaiing Centre in Middlesex, and who
practises acupuncture, hypnosis and psychother-
apy. It is disturbing to know that Mr Dare is
planning to return to the Philipoines, taking one
of his own patients for treatment.

If you saw something described as "a new
deveiopment in seif-knowiedge and iifestyle pian-
ing,” what would spring to mina? A Filofax, per-
naps? How passé. Today's New Ager needs more
than that! For a "Pendulum Dowsing Profile”
you'll need £10 to have a "highly trained” dowser
waggie a seiection of »enduiums with you in
mind, taking readings from the twenty-eight
psycho-spirituai categories. The service is offered
by the Sensonics Association of Oswestry. Shrop-
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shire, and ail they require is a hair sample...I
hope to have more to revori in the next issue.

Summer is nearly here, and President Travei
of Manchester has two holidays aimed at para-
normalists. The first is a tour of Lancashire and
Yorksnire taking in "haunted” houses and "myster-
ious"” sites. The tour publicity states unegquivocai-
ly that ghosts have been seen in these places
and are likely to be seen again, but includes the
expected disciaimer in case the vibes aren't
ight. Even the cost is spooky--£666. Alternative-
ly, they offer a Warwickshire psychic weekend of
paimistry, ciairvoyance, mediumship, astroiogy,
and tarot. Taik will be given by peopie with
names like Tabitha and Krystyna. Perhaps there's
an enterprising skeptic out there with £95 to
spare.

They are watching, guiding, and caring! They
are a race of leonine beings living on another
pianet in another dimension of time! Their teiepa-
thic reviations will provide a "New Intercosmic
Phiiosophy for the Third Millennium!” They are...
THE LION PEOPLE! Detaiis are in a new book
by Murray Hove.

1988 is UK Astroiogy year, and aiso the thir-
tieth birthday of the Astrologicai Association.
The AA is currently trying o find an MP to
sponsor a Private Member's Bill to make it man-
datory to record the exact time at which birth
occurs. David Fisher. head of the AA's data sec-
tion, suggests that the introduction of such a
measure wouid bDe an “especially useful expres-
sion of the Saturn-Uranus conjunction.”

As we've often said in these pages, give arn
oid paranormai favourite a technologicai ring and
you're often onto a winner. Computers are now
essential to the business-minded commercial astro-
loger. The magazines are full of offers for de-
tails charts generated by computers. But now
astrology has a "new, technoiogically and psycho-
logicaily mature form" cailed ASTRO*CARTO*-
GRAPHY. This is a method of producing, by com-
puter, a map of your geographical power zones.
These are, of course. locations where you can
find "success, iove, fun, empioyment or any other
potential.” To get your own personal power-map.
you provide your birth details and, [ suspect
more reievantly, £9.95.

The testimoniais that almost aiways accompa-
ny advertisements for clairvoyants, paimists. and
the like are often unintentionally hilarious. In
praise of "Aqua”, Mr R. of London SW17 writes
"] was astonished when you said that [ would
have something stoien and returned. On leaving,
my car was gone! I got it back that night from
Norbury Poilice. Congratuiations.”

I'!l conciude with this question. Which Israeii
conjurer's yacht is cailed "The Paranormal”? No
answers on postcards, diease.
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ASSUMING RANDI'S MANTLE

Michael Heap

Peter Casson, appearing at Sheffield City Hall,
Feb 14, 19838.

[ recently went to see a performance by a
stage hypnotist in Sheffield. The theme of his
show was the supernatural, and the posters
outside informed us that we would be witness to
experiments performed 'under laboratory

conditions'. The show was billed as part of 'a
National Scientific Investigation into the
supernatural, with full documentation for

academic research.'(1)

My wife and I saw this particular stage
hypnotist do a show in Canterbury over a coupie
of years ago without the supernaturai eiement.

Before the performance, we purchased his
brochure. From the information contained therein
it was evident that we were about to be

entertained by no ordinary person: 'Peter Casson,
Hypnotist and Psychologist’. In the section on his
life story, we are informed of his exploits and
accomplishments as a boy scout. We aiso read
that his training in psychology was at the age of
15 when he attended psychoiogy classes at night
school with a Mr Baggott. A publication from
Cairo is quoted as stating that Mr Casson was 'a
lecturer in the fundamentals of electricity and
other scientific subjects’' at the age of 14 and a
half years, 'and later discovered he was psychic'.
Other achievements in the extensive catalogue
include ‘'the First Measure of the resuits of
Hypnotic Activity using scientific instruments’ in
1981. There is also a photograpn of Mr Casson
with some peopie in a swimming pool,
demonstrating 'the treatment that he invented for
a disease he discovered and named Agquaphobia'.
[ am not sure if this has anything to do with
hydrophobia. Perhaps Mr Casson wishes to
demonstrate his knowiedge of both Greek and
Latin. On the last page we read how Mr Casson
has succeeded in his purpose in life 'to get
Hypnosis accepted both as a scientific subject
and medically’'.

Mr Casson is aiso Chairman of the Federation
of Ethical Stage Hypnotists. In their binding
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Code of Practice are the ruies that 'No age
regression shall ever be attempted’ and 'No
suggestion shall be given to any subject of the
ingestion of any noxious substance' (2). There is
in fact a Hypnotism Act (1952), which, among
other things, pronibits the use of hypnosis for
entertainment purposes on people who have not
attained the age of twenty-one years; the Family
Reform Act (1969) lowered the age of consent to
18 years. (3). Indeed, some hold that stage
hypnotism should be outlawed entirely; in fact it
is in some countries. I am not so enthusiastic.
The audiences in Canterbury and Sheffield were
clearly having a good time, and laws infringing
on peopie's enjoyment should not be rushed into
lightly.

Anyhow, back to Mr Casson's researches into
the supernatural. These appear to have caused
some consternation amongst religious circles in
recent years. In Shrewsbury, a group of baptists,
worried by Mr Casson's 'dabbling with the

occult’, held a vigil outside his show at the
Music Hall 'to pray for the safety of the
audience'. At one point in his performance they

succeeded in having their hymns heard in the
auditorium(4). Further north, in Hasiingden, where
a similar extra-mural gathering was heid, the
temporary silencing of Mr Casson's micropnhone
was interpreted by lay preacher Mr Ian Pickup
as a divine intervention. 'Often wnen God works,
He just does little things like that to show He
has control of the situation’ expiained Mr
Pickup(5).

No such excitement attended Mr Casson's
Sheffield performance, but, to be sure, he had
pienty of problems with his equipment. An act in
which a lady called Ruth was photographed to
ascertain if her thought contents aiso appeared
on the print went awry, seemingly through the
fauit of the volunteer photographer. This was
passed off with good humour by Mr Casson, who
explained that it was not intended to be a
serious demonstration.

The performance opened in darkness with
some eerie music; then we beheld Mr Casson, the
experimenter, in a biack cloak, wearing on his
forehead a pair of red horns which promptly fell
off. He began by informing us that he had been
studying the supernatural for many years. He
showed us some lantern slides depicting various
so-called supernatural occurrences and declared
himself unconvinced. He revealed to us a metal
bar in a seaied transparent tube and challenged
anyone to bend it in the manner of Mr Geller,
with the promise of exotic rewards. Before
selecting his volunteers, Mr Casson expiained
that people under the age of 18 years were not
permitted to take part in any of the hypnotic
demonstrations, confirming what was stated in his
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brochure. Then followed the 'experiments'. Ten
people were hypnotised on stage, re-alerted, and
asked to guess which of five Zener cards an
off-stage volunteer was studying. There was a
sequence of ten such cards, so the odds were
that two would be correctly guessed by chance,
assuming a truly random sequence. Mr Casson
revealed that in one of his shows someone
obtained a score of six correct. A second
'experiment’ involved the volunteers' guessing the
nature of ten hidden photographs obtained from a
newspaper from another part of the country.
Ruth then had her photograph taken, or not, as
it turned out.

After the interval the results were announced.
Correct guesses for the Zener cards ranged from
1 to 4 and provided yet more support for the
laws of probability. But the conjectures as to
the identities of the ten photographs seemed
surprisingly inept (3.5 being the highest score) if
my knowledge of the typical contents of a local
newspaper is any indication. Mr Casson said that
these results are avaiiabie for psychologists at
universities. Let's hope they don't all rush at
once.

A forked twig and a pair of dowsing rods
were then produced. Three voiunteers from the
original ten were hypnotised, re-alerted, and then
instructed to ascertain, using the aformentioned
impiements, which of 5 containers was full of
water. Somewhat bemused, they pottered about
the stage while the audience feil about.
Afterwards they were asked in turn which was
the filled container. One of them was correct.

Regressions followed. Ruth was regressed
through various ages down to six years and we
observed samples of her signature on the way.
All ten subjects were then asked to regress to a
previous life. Not all did so. Ruth said she was
imprisoned in a dark dungeon but didn't know
where, when, or why. The audience hooted with
delight. Ruth did not look happy. Finally, it was
suggested that all ten volunteers were on a
holiday island, quenching their thirst with their
favourite alcoholic beverage, free in unlimited
quantities. Ruth said she felt dizzy and was
allowed to sit down. Some of the voiunteers
appeared to become totally inebriated. The
audience was ecstatic. After more hilarity our
hero announced that he intends to write a book
on the supernatural and the show concluded with
a brief snatch of the '1812 Overture'.

Well! What is there to say? In his interview
with the Sheffield Star, Mr Casson is asked what
he thinks of Doris Stokes. 'What she was
doing--well shall we use the word "bogus"?' he
replies. Poor Doris! I wonder what she wouid
have to say about Mr Casson. Who knows, she
might be telling us at this very moment!
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Editor's note: Peter Casson attended the CSICOP
London Conference in June, 1985. I know,
because he sat next to me at the dinner, at the
same table with James Randi and Ray Hyman.
During the course of the meai, he told me that
he was the only hypnotist who had been able to
produce a medically verifiable hypnotic trance.

Casson’'s show was written up in the Sheffield
Star, under the headline "Geller 'a fake--'
hypnotist." According to the articie, Casson
challenged anyone believing "they have psychic
powers unlocked by Geller" to "...come to my
show and have a go at bending a thin brass rod
by psychic means.

"If they succeed I promise to take them

around the world and make them rich and
famous.”
And possibly a target for the KGB? --Wg

MYSTERIES OF THE PENNINES

Chris Wright

"Mysteries of the Pennines,” a day of illustrated
lectures, held at the Library Theatre, Sheffield,
on 26 March, 1988. Organised by the Northern
Earth Mysteries Group.

The five speakers covered topics as diverse
as UFOs, ghosts, legends, and traditions, earth
mysteries, etc. There was also a bookstall seiling
a variety of books and publications deaiing with
the mysteries of the Pennines and the paranormal
in general, together with a number of books on
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legends and folk tales.

The first speaker was Rob Wilson, co-author
with David Clarke of Strange Sheffield, a study
of the mysteries and legends of Hallamshire. He
is also the joint editor of Northern Earth
Mysteries magazine.

He gave an interesting talk, the main theme
of which was the legends of the Sheffield area
fa subject of which I know nothing). Running
through his talk were the ideas of "ley" lines
and astronomical aiignments of stone circles;
churches, and burial mounds. On these points I
was far from convinced about the correctness of
his theories. As far as I am aware, statistical
analysis of these phenomena leadds to the
conclusion that there is no genuine attempt to
place mounds, circles, etc., in any particular
location for any reason other than convenience.
Thus any apparent straight alignment of such
places is by chance alone.

As to the astronomical layout of standing
stones and natural features of the landscape on
the horizon to mark the rising/setting of the
moon at "the major or minor lunar standstill” and
other such alignments, again, I was a little
uneasy. After all, if you allow any astronomical
alignment of any heavenly body at any time of
the year or decade, then you would be very
unlucky if nothing at all lined up with your
stones, no matter where you put them down.

After the lunch break, David Clarke and Andy
Roberts gave a joint talk, called "Spooklights of
the Pennines.” David Clarke is co-author of
Strange Sheffield, and also joint editor of
Northern Earth Mysteries. He has published his
own work on UFOs, together with Granville
Oldroyd, called Spooklights. Andy Roberts is a

UFOlogist and editor of the magazine UFO
Brigantia.

Messrs. Clarke and Roberts seem to be firm
supporters of the idea of a natural terrestrial
origina for UFOs--possibly plasma jets formed by
the stresses in the earth along fault lines in the
outer crust, or eiectromagnetic radiation in a
new or unusual form. They don't appear to be
very keen on the extraterrestrial hypothesis.

Terence Whitaker came next with "Ghosts of
the Pennines.” Mr Whitaker has written two
best-selling books dealing with the ghosts and
legends of the north of England. He is a
professional writer and broadcaster, having had
his own TV series on the BBC. His talk (which
was often amusing) was about haunted houses in
the north of England together with case histories
of people who claim to have seen ghosts in or
around them. If the things happened the way the
people say they did, it seems they must have
had a very frightening experience, whatever your
thoughts about ghosts and hauntings.
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Mr Whitaker's own house is associated with
the ghost of an old lady, who is said to arrive
at his front door in a coach and then waik in.
The ghost was said to come regularly, but in all
the years he's lived there, he's seen nothing--
perhaps there's a morai in that somewhere. I
enjoyed his talk very much.

I suppose the highlight of the day was the
final talk of the afternoon session, as this was
given by Jenny Randles, the well-known writer of
UFO books. Her main subject was the Pennine
UFO mystery, that is, the sightings and abduction
stories of this area; aithough she covered UFO
themes world-wide as introduction and background
information. As you wouid expect, her talk was
very professionally done and most interesting,
covering as it did the spectrum of UFO origin
theory.

However, at the end of her talk I was unsure
just which theory she subscribed to herself, as
she didn't "push” any of them as being the more
likely in her view. But, to be fair to her, she
only had an hour to talk to an audience whose
knowledge of the subject ranged from profound
to total ignorance. And, as she said: in the
absence of any hard evidence one way or the
other, "you pays your money and takes your
choice.”

All in all, it was a very successful day with
a good turnout by the audience, who ['m sure
must have found something to interest them.
Unfortunately, none of the speakers could shed
any light on my particular interest: why do
designers of theatre seats that have to be sat
on all day make them such that they will only
fit a misshapen dwarf?

Chris Wright works as a research technician in
the Department of Chemical Engineering and Fuel
Technology at Sheffield University.

MEDIA

THE UNDOING OF A PARAPSYCHOLOGIST

Steuart Campbell

'Antenna’, BBC2, 8.10 pm, 16 March 1988.

One of the subjects dealt with in this science
programme was the conversion to scepticism of
Dr Sue Blackmore, Parapsychologist at Bristol

University. She became interested in para-
psychology after experiencing the 'tunnel of
light' and what 1is <called the ’'out-of-body-

experience’ (OOBE). This led to a great interest
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in Tarot cards and the conviction that they
predicted the future and described personaiity.
She even developed a theory of psi; we all share
a coilective memory and ESP is a tapping of this
common resource.

However, she was puzzied by the fact that
she could find no evidence of ESP in her own
experiments (ignoring Tarot). Psychologist Dr
Dick Bierman of the University of Amstercam
pointed to the experimenter effect (without
drawing any conclusions) and parapsychologist Dr
Serena Roney Dougal of Glastonbury described
Blackmore as a 'bad experimenter'. After
studying the apparently successful experiments of
Carl Sargent, she implied that he cheated!

Finally, she asked herseif whether or not the
experimenter's own attitude affects the results
of the experiments. To test this hypothesis, she
conducted experiments on the Tarot cards (in
which she did believe). To eliminate her own
influence, she arranged for someone eise to
interview the subject, while she analysed the

results. The result was a failure to repeat the
success achieved when she conductea the
interviews. Clearly she had been influencing the

result without realizing that she had done so.
Her conciusion was that from now on
parapsychology wouid have to do without psi.
Further experiments showed that people who
believe in ESP are more likely to think that they
can control chance experiments.

Blackmore predicted that although all strange
experiences will be explained, no psi effect will
ever be found.

Steuart Campbell is a science writer living in
Edinburgh, and a frequent contributor to the
B&IS

Editor's note: Dr Susan Blackmore's experiences
looking for psi are entertainingiy recounted in
her book The Adventures of a Parapsychologist,
pubiished by Prometheus Books and reviewed in
B&IS I.2. She has recently been named a Fellow
of CSICOP. -Wg

BOOKS
THE SPECULATIVE INQUIRER

Wendy M. Grossman

Isaac Asimov, The Roving Mind. Originally
pubiished by Prometheus Books, 1983. Reprinted
Oxford University Press, 1987. 348 pp. £5.95.
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Isaac Asimov has always been abie to write
entertainingly about anything, even subjects
which in the hands of other writers are, if not
dull, at least difficult and abstruse. In this
collection of essays, he specuiates about the
future of science, technology, and our pianet,
argues over and over again for lowering the
birth rate to control population, examines the
consequences of Reagan's phiiosophy, argues that
science and technology go hand in hand, retaiis
nis difficuities in learning to work a word
processor (two of the funniest pieces in the
book), and sidesteps to examine the briiliance in
chemistry Sir Arthur Conan Doyle attributed to
Sherlock Hoimes (highly inaccurately, he says.)

Dedicated to CSICOP, of which Asimov is a
Founding Fellow, the book covers ail these
subjects with the same imagination and detail
Asimov brings to his science fiction. In one
essay, for example, Asimov describes vividly the
sights to be seen in the skies of Jupiter's four
Calilean satellites (biack sky, even in the
daytime, huge orange-and-red-striped Jupiter, with
the other three satellites wheeling around it,
dominating everything). In another, Asimov specu-
lates on the future of collecting, surmising that
in the future, after they have been superseded,
credit cards may prove to be highly collectibie
items. Asimov's vision of the future may not ap-
peal to everyone--if you like travelling, for ex-
ampie, you may be surprised how wiiling he is to
assume peopie will want to find ways to avoid it.

The diversity of the pieces reflects the
diversity of the publications they were originally
written for: the New York Times, the Franklin
Mint Almanac, TV Guide, Science Digest, and
even the Christian Science Monitor, ail between
1973 and 1982. Inevitabiy, Asimov makes some of
the same points over and over again for his
different outlets. The book begins, for exampie,
with two pieces on creationism, one originaily
written for the New York Times Magazine, and
the other for Penthouse. Asimov approaches the
same ideas differently for a different readership;
reading the two pieces together is exceilent
instruction in how to tailor violent and possibly
unpopular opinions to one's audience.

- Altogether, the book 1is entertaining and
imaginative, and a cogent defense of science
education. Give Asimov the last word, from his
final essay, about his father, who asked where
Asimov had iearned all his science and reacted
with surprise when told it was from him: "...you
taught me to value learning. That's all that
counts. All these things are just details.”

Wenay M. Grossman is editor and founder of the
British & Irish Skeptic.
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LETTERS

UFOs

Hilary Evans replies to Steuart
Campbeil's review (B&IS II.2):

I do not like repiying to
reviewers of my books, but in
the case of UFOs 1947-1987 I
was simpiy its Editor, and I
feel I owe it to its forty-or-so
contributors to question, on
their behalf, some of Steuart
Campbpeil's comments.

Some of his statements are,
indeed, not open to question;
for instance, that Danish contri-
butor Hansen doesn't include a
single Danish case. Turn to
page 72, however, and you'll
find the Maarup case, which is
Danish; Hansen aiso includes
cases from neighboring Norway
and Sweden, with whose organi-
sations SUFOI collaborates.

It is also an error that
'most of the contributions are
unoriginal accounts...often from
secondary sources.’ Virtualiy
every item was written specifi-
cally for this pubiication; the
exception is Jacques Vallée's
piece, which I included because
it appeared in a very hard-to-
come-dby scientific publication,
and I thought it deserved a
wider readership.

Many of Campbell's com-
ments are mis-directed because
he retains the popular usage of
the term 'UFO' as equivaient to
'alien spacecraft’, whereas most
of my contributors--like most
serious UFO researchers
nowadays--do not make this, or
indeed any other assumption.
Among my personal acquain-
tance, I know of scarcely one
serious ufologist who takes this

as the basis of his/her
research. It is simply one
option among many; and for

most of us, it is an option that
we do not rate very highly--to
put it mildly!

I suppose it is understand-
able that, writing for this maga-
zine, Campbeil shouid harp on

the 'skeptic versus believer'
angie. Most of the contributors,
however, as a reading of the
book makes ciear, regard them-
selves as neither one nor the
other, they stand in no en-
trenched positions, and mereiy
seeXx to learn what is the truth
behind what peopie report.
Campbeil quotes my critical
comment on Klass; he does not
mention that every one of
Klass's books is listed in the
bibiiography as 'essential”.

Campbeil attributes to me a
'preoccupation with the myster-
ious', which I suspect he does
not intend as a compiiment--yet
I will take it so; for, yes, I am
indeed passionately preoccupied
with the mystery of what is
reaily happening when someone
claims to see a statue of the
Virgin weep, or to be possessed
by the Devii. or to have been
abpducted aboard an alien space-
snip. faii to see how my own
interest in these matters differs
from that of, say., Phil Klass. or
Denys Parsons, or Campbeil him-
seif, all of whom I regard as
fellow-searchers into these
mysterious matters.

Camppoeil, however, would
perhaps argue that there is a
ifference--my aiieged ‘'antago-
nism to science.” Heaven knows
where he got this idea, but I
suppose it is because I have on
occasion spoken out against bad
science, and defective science,
and negligent science. But so, I
hope, wouid any reader of these
pages. Or perhaps it is because
I, along with most of my contri-
butors, lack scientific qualifica-
tions. If so, he is, of course,
quite correct: we are amateurs,
most of us. But is those who
are scientificaily quaiified won't
examine the UFO question, we
who are not--and that inciudes
Phil Kiass as much as it does
me--must do the best we can.

Hence this book. I won't dis-
pute Campbeil's right to disap-
prove of it: but when more than
three dozen researchers have
collaborated to present a

The British & Irish Skeptic

serious counterbalance to the
usual sensational writings on
the UFO subject (doing so, like
the editors, for no financiai
reward) they deserve something
better in your columns. Your
readers should not be discour-
aged by Campbell's comments
from obtaining as baianced and
comprehensive an account of
the UFO phenomenon as may be
found anywhere.

NONEIN BOARD
TEST REPORT

Redge Lewis suppiies the first
complete test report of the
Nonein Board:

The usual team of qualified
testers assembied early on the
day of the Harmonic Conver-
gence in order to take advan-
tage of all possible auguries. To
guard against failure of com-
munications we took with us the
deep-frozen entraiis of a turkey,
it bpeing considerec that those
of a chicken might not have
enough ec:toplasm in an
emergency.

It is difficult to convey to a
reader who has not been »privi-
legsed to inspect the prototype
exactly what it looks like or
how it may be expected to per-
form. We should make it clear
that none of us had ever seen
anything like it and are at a
loss for words to provide an
adequate description. The
nearest we can get is “some-
thing like a piank on a central
pivot which enables it to rise,
dip, and twist.”

The manufacturer's handbook
recommends that for best re-
sults it should be used on a full
stomach in total darkness and
conditions of maximum baro-
metric pressure. So the test
venue decided upon was a cave
located ciose to the Lost Land
of Cockaigne in the heart of
the Pyrenees near Esterri di
Aneo with its exceilent Inn. Our
brief was to make it clear
exactly what the NONEIN Board
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does. Notwithstanding certain
difficuities (as we were working
in total darkness, which made it
impossible to see either the
handbook or the Board) we
were abie to place it (The
Large Deluxe Model) in the
centre of a ring of 26 vertical
stones, each marked with a
letter of the alphabet.

[Editor's note: there foliows
a lengthy description of the
meal they had at the Inn, which
we have cut for reasons of
space. Those wishing to dupli-
cate the test conditions exactly
may write for a copy of the
originai report.]

Prepared with full stomachs
(the meal and final drinks had
induced a deilightfuli feeiing of
goodwiil and oneness with the
Cosmos), the party of testers
returned to the cave, which was
rediscovered with some diffi-
cuity. The member of the party
(who shall be nameiess) who had
eaten the most by a pecuiiar
coincidence was aiso the largest
and heaviest of those present,
so he was invited to take posi-
tion at one end of the Board
and told to bpe quiet and still.
Apart from an occasionai smoth-
ered belch and a slight shaking

of the Board, he obeyed
instructions. Two smaller
members of the parfty then

placed themseives at the other
end. Gravity took over and the
Board behaved like--yes, like a
seesaw. So the first part of the
description, that of the inex-
haustibie source of free power,
was proved true. Gravity did its
stuff, and provided uniimited
free movement. In order to
ensure the impossibiiity of
trickery, clockwork, or eiectric
power from some hidaden source
misieading us, we tested the
equipment for some time under
controiled conditions. changing
the positions of the personnel
invoived until all were satisfied
there was a distinct up and
down motion. This was
confirmed by those who had had
more than one giass each of

ine, to say nothing of the
final drink, which was deiicious,
dangerous, and reminiscent of
Armagnac.

It was then easy to move

the plank clockwise or anti-
clockwise around the stone
circie, but as it was dark we

couldn't record the letters opro-
site which the Board paused.
However, we did get some
resuits.

The first series of messages
was not entirely unexpected,
and were verbai. [ must admit
that when we started the test.
before serious reportage took
over, there was a certain
amount of joie de vivre, and
people stationed themseives
the dark around the circie of
stones waiting for the Board to
pass them so they couid give it
a whack and a bit of a shove
up or down as the fancy took
them. The fat man was being
madly sent on his erratic way--a
graphic representation of his
path wouid loox like a random
sine wave of varying frequency
and ampiitude. And ail in the

=5
=]

dark. You can now see how
important it was to opbey the
expiicit working instructions--

esoeciaily those stipuiating the
necessity of testing being
carried out on a fuil stomach
for positive resuits.

So it's not reaily surprising
that our fat man started to yell
STOP STOP. Naturaily, we
speeded everything up, and it
was some time before we who
were on the perimeter of the
stone circle made out the
message, which was now coming
through loud and ciear. I can't
speak for fat man, but as far
as the rest of us were con-
cerned, we wrote this exper:-

ment off as a trial run, and
didn't regard it as a psychic
experience. We then caimed

down a bit. and what with the
lunch and a bit of laughter and
some light on the scene, the
game was piayed properiy, sub-
ject to minor hiccups, with the
foilowing resuits.

[t will be appreciatea that
as the messages were spelt out
letter by letter, the tests took

some time to record and
complete.

First series: OUIJA NON
Stoo. NONEIN OUI Stoo (etc.,

ac nauseumn).

Secona series: NOT A BAD
LUNCH Stop A JOLLY GOCOD
LUNCH Stop ENJOYABLE

LUNCH I THOUGHT Stor ARE
WE STAYING FOR LUNCH
TOMORROW top WONDER
WHAT'S FOR DINNER TONIGHT
top HOW LONG ARE WE
STAYING HERE Stor WHAT
WAS THE NAME OF THAT
LAST DRINK Stoo

As we were about to star:
recorcing the third series the
fat man fell off and the central
pivot ammed. So remembdering
how time-consuming the eiucica-
tion of these messages was. to
say nothing of the ques:tionabie
vaiue of the resuits so far
obtained and the psychic vera-
city being open to doubt, it was
decided that the experiment
shouid stop for the day.

Although dinner at the Inn
that evening was memorabie,
washed down as it was with

iiquors that unfortunately don't
travel well, I don't remember
enough to give you the details.
The foilowing morning we threw
away the turkXey (which had
become unfrozen and was begin-
ning to smeil foui). Those of us
able to commune with the
human race did so, while the
majority stayed in their cham-
bers and considered the psychic
qualities ana vaiue of the
NONEIN BOARD. Some deter-
mined to acguire one immediate-
ly on their return to civilis-
ation, while others preferred to
rase any trace of the previous
day's events from their
memories.

There are still some open-
ings for NONEIN BOARD
Franchisees for those with
Capitai, Courage, Creduiity, and
Confidence. Apply to Redge
Lewis, c¢/o the B&IS.
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ADDRESS. ... coonmispsass haunting me.
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Tel.: 81441 6988.G1

0 thase

1y, December 30, 1987

MY PROBLEM is a strange
one. A few days ago | read a
book called The World’s
Greatest Unsolved My-

the stories is

It’s about six aircraft which dis-

appeared in the Bermuda Triangle
in December. 1945.

It's in my thoughts ail day and [
even dream about it
denng what could have happened
asroplanes

keep won-

and all the
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Triangle tragedy

haunts me

you're a teenager wi

gmblagl«nheluﬂ!num
The Sun. 124 Portman

SMGIA:WUG{I IEJ. Send a

fowped addressed envelope for a
persomal reply.
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W’Ml is worse is that I'm becom-
ing more and more obacised with
solving the mystery.

Why do [ feel so strongly about
this?

other arcraf and ships that have
vanished in the zame area of
ocemn since that tme.
Sometimes [ think

I'm going
mad, because reading someth

ing

B 3UE SAYR Our dreams are
often a way of wvisualising and
clanfying problems in our con-
scious lives, and the meisage s
usually in “symbois’

So although you are
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—World famous clairvoyant bows out in style

¢ Michael itentine,

of
sne

The
Aune

youngen
chuaren.
- " n's
taat hna when her (el
mum e 48

She has » brother 1n

Autiralia but unul
e tears ak0 hadnl  guukhwr.
e untly

Margarel.
cnild 1o have
sl

ance me insantly ©

She found more st

dreaming and thinking a
lot about the Bermuda
Trangle mystery, the rea-
son for this could lie less
in the spooky story than
in some personal worry.

If you t:"! unablen;o
pinpoint wu 15 really

Bothering in "Your
life. and (he slory persists
in dominatin your
thoug hts, it couid help to
have a session with an

analyst.

Write
Your GP could rec-
ommend one, or you

could wnte to the Bnush
Association for Counsel-
ting, 8 Sheep Street,
Rugby, Warwicks, (or the
name of a suitable thera-
pist near your home.

UFO branches

NV'S

UFO

1!

a Worcester group,

ches.

ter.

23/3/RK

e oy §

CARMS, G, B Lmem.

Ex-members of disbandcd
investigation  groups
*arc being invited to contact:
who !
want to sct up local bran-
For dctails contact:
‘Skyscan' c/o 145, Tudor
Way, Dinas Green. Worccs-

Be ready
for the
alien
1nvasion

by Kevin Toolls

THEY ARE four foot tall,
speak flawless French,
like nice Jewish girls,
whirl about in space-
ships and are going to
establish Earth's first
extra-terrestrial em-
bassy in the Middle-
East within 40 years.

Details of the imminent alien
diplomstic invasion and
“ultimate encounter” have
been revealed by Britain's
newest and most bizarre
flying saucer cult, the Rae-
lhan Society.

The aliens first contacted
French journalist Claude
Vorilhon, who now calls
himself Rael. as he driving
through the French coun-
tryside in 1973.

Ex Sussex University gradu-
ate Dr Marcus Wernner,
head of the British Raelian
Saciety, explained “A little
man came out of a space-
ship and introduced him-
self. He said ‘Come back
tomorrow, do not take
your watch and bring « paC
of paper and the Bible ~

Mating

After six afternoon chats with
the French-spesking ~lit-
tle-Chinese-looking man~,
Rael was told to tell the
world about the aliens de-

h

LA AFLS XY 1V AT

sire to return to the d
andcreatures they crea:ea

& 1L 52

To reinforce the message the

ahens, the Elohr:m.
whipped Rael off to their
planet for a refresher
course

The Elohim apparently cre
ated evennthing. even man
himself The smallish ex-
tra-terrestial beings were
particulariy keen on one of
their creations—women
By mating with them thev
gave birth to the Jew:ish
race.

Rae! will be passing his reve-

lations onto the British

peopie 1n person this No-
vemnber when he takes part
in a RAC car-racing rally
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By MARTIN STOTE

THE council invoived in a
Faunted house row yesterday

ofered to bnng in a team of
gnost-busters.

Expens from Notungham Uruver-
w1y have suggesiec installing special
qupment W detec: Lhe 3pook: Lhat

rave drven the Costello
‘amily from thew home

And yesteday & council
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sookesman sad
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Jnhn and Helen Costello
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Claims against_ :
hypnotist settled |:

: right) arenot leftovers from

DAMAGES claims brought

mmnombyumle

not cured after

pooent wiich 2ould oot be readily
treated on a short-term basis.
Mr Tan Dobeny a0 engn«nﬂg

VEN by the standards
of early morning ur-
ban commuters. the
pinched, blank-eved
faces stanng out from the
sides of bus shelters over the
past few weeks have been
strange. The posters (see

Close Encounters, but the

latest in book publicity.
Publishers are well used to

dreaming up wheezes to

su-day course of treatment vere
settied for undisciosed sums. Dis-
tna Jusoce Huben Wine huni
yaulcrday. -

The plaintffs, all rom countes
Dubiin and Wicklow, were suiag
Mr Paul Goldin at Dun Laoghare
Disinct Coun for breactung coo-
tracts i3 relavoa (0 a ux-day
course f{or stammenng.

Mr Vioceot Sallan for the
plaintiffs, said Mhis clieats
answered a ocwspaper adveruse-
ment which offered the course for
speech impediments wth 2
mooey-back guanantee f it faded.
Ho-cver oa compieuon of the

they were oot cured and
-hcn they asked for thew mooey
back, they did oot get it.

Ms Margaret Leaby, 8 becrurer
in speech thobgy at Tnmuty
College, Duohn that stam-
menag had a gy ) com-

Killiney, Co Dublin, md he
aftended the cmarse oo November
17th, 1986, at a cost of £300. pius
£00 for hoel mzommodauon. : i
He said be belicved be wouid oot  «
sammer after scven days and
faliog chis. he would receive a
refund of the £500.

Under gous-examinadon by Mr| |
Adnan Hardiman, the plainuﬂ]
agreed that tus speech Quency
had improved at the conctumon of | !
the course. Some seven months |
later. bowever. be beame disillu- |
sioned, particularly with such |
techmiques s oodding io-.|
votved i0 Mr Goidin's course and !
be sad that the cwe did not'
appear 0 hum to be permaneat.

After 3 recms, Mr Hardiman |
told Disonct Jusuce Wine that he |
mulddmmucnmmmmi
order as 0 coes. Dmna Jusuce |
Wimn‘dbevuhmmlhmeL

.
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as much mileage as

! possible from less than inter-
- galactic adverusing budgets.
- So when Arrow. Century

Hutchinson's paperback im-

: print, decided to push Com-

munion : Encounters With

. The Unknown as its **super-
lead’ new title for February,

it brought in BT fora little
extra-terrestnal help.
Whitley Strieber's book.
for those not yet enticed by
the posters and press adver-
tisements. is (according to
Arrow’s blurb) ““one man's
powerful tesamony of his
shattering encounters with

" intelligent non-human be-

ings who invaded his home
and left him doubung his
own sanity.” A runaway suc-
cess in America. it then did
well in Century Hutchin-
son's hardback version.

To sell the paperback.
Arrow had a budget of
£50.000. quite high by book-
publishing standards. and
that striking Jacket design.
“It all started with the
jacket, really.” savs Century
Hutchinson's publicity direc-
tor. Susan Lamb. “We de-
Fded thar 1f we nur » title e

it. that would obscure and
diminish the value of the pic-
ture.” So the paperback ap-
peared without a title on the
front cover (though they did
chicken out and repeat the
picture, with the title, on the
back.

Theensuing ad ampaign,
on Adshel bus-sheiter post-

ers and in occasional spots in §

the national newspapers.,
added only a telephone num-
ber under the picture. A call
to the number elicited a
breathy recorded run-down
on the book.

The campaign has 0 far
brought in more than 13.000
telephoae calls and sales of
150.000, sending it smardy to
No 3 on the non-ficion
paperback best-seuer list.

In a tvpical year. ArTow
has around eight titles which
are piven their “‘superiead”
staarus, with budgets of be-

tween £30.000 and £60,000. *1 ¥

think that. considering the
budgets. book publishing is
really quite high-profile —
and it must deal with more

products in a year than prac- §

Qcally any other industry,”
savs Lamb.

She recalls as prohably the
most unusual campaign of *
last vear the treatment of Ed-
ward Rutherford's m.
“We bad six eatirely differ-
ent jackets on it. and so got
bnlliant display in book-
shops.” The only problem.
apparenty, was that every-
bodv went for one of the
jackets. a Constable pas-
tiche — so 1t prompt!y soid
~itlnne helnre the ntherc,

27

Anycia LAALOUN ON a NEW i€al m DOOK-Seiling — close encounters of the word kinc

Blank looks catch the eye

G- 1-1[oz.(&'i

Holy rolling a way to
the great medicine con

out being pudlicly humihiated,

robbed of your last cents and gen-

crally taken 0 the cleaners by
some gangster who tells you the Lord
has “very speafically puo‘yw on hu
heant™. Ye1 the wicums
faith haalers — vulneradle, umple and
pour — daily ke pan 1a ntuals of seif-
immoianoa befure cameras more
extraordinary than those of any Jape-
newe TV game. At the preacher’s word,
those with han condiuons rua red-

I t1s bad enough just being ill. with-

faced down the aisle and collapse dead .

at his feet; diabeucs siop aking thewr
medicioes and have 1o be rushed to
hospital; widows give, as instructed,
ther ulimate mute and find therselves
living in the street

James Rands knows a bit about fleeo-
ing people. As a conjurer be is ofen
required 10 puil the shecpskin Over peo-
ple’s eyes, but there 15 cowung woolly
about the man himseif Ou the pno-
aple of set a thief 10 cach a thief, he
was funded by the MacArtur Founda-
tion to look 1110 the pracuces of Amen-
ca’s leading fald healers and his book

about them makes astomishung reading,
A.uonumng (argely because o the brl-
zen. ch nature of the d:

only miracie 1a that they were not found
oul long ago.

We sce the walking disabled being
shepherded heipiessly into hired wheel-
chaurs so0 that they will be able later to
nse-sgma at the preacher’s command.
We see ~ and there are spiendid photo-

taia ds of th ds of names,

THE FAITH HEALERS and t0 make acb appear to be a per-
by James Randl sonal commumtion.

Promethes At the ame ume you an project

£13.95 pp314 into every home 3 piecce of classic

SUFFERERS AND HEALERS showbiz, full of rhetonc, sennmentality

by Lucinda McCray Beier and !‘ﬂu;g::’d thnd. IuGt:dcm :x-

) & prenions of wiil 10 ail and sun
ets £27 ;::31 4 e are interiarded with less convenuonz

lain McGilchrist

A3 a roult. he was “called out™ later
under the name of Berruce Mankoff
and cured of ovanan cancer. For good
measure, Randi and his pals went
through the garbage ieft anter the show
and found, sad 10 say, |om:nln| letters

appeals (0 seif-interest: Jaus will make
you a quick buck, find you a new chick,
pay off your old bilis, and show you
how t0 run a car mithout it using gas.
The combination of pie-10-the-aky and
toad-0-the-hole smacks suongly of
Ragn’s Amena, and as usual the tab

ere looks back t0 the apparenty dif-
farent worid of | Tthcentury England.

from the
niously trashed (once the cheques had
bee d) d that

Her of illness soon spulls
into the exhilaraung but unworkable

a
such precious tesumonics would be

“anointed with holy ou” and “prayed
over 1n e tem

Solhndnuabuoflm.butm.

n one. C d with the
vidous cynicism he cxposal a few
dinty tncks seem pardoaable And
there is a small matter of those cheques.
The hundreds of thousands of dollars
which flowed, tax free, into the pockets
of these upnght men of God ailowed
them and tharr relentiessly, and under-
standably, smiling waves to enjoy a
“hifestyte™ which, 10 its combinauon of
gold leal, surplus footwear, booze and

graphs — Max Wall's mianous limb-
lengthening rouune oifered to the
crippled as senous treatment. One trick
involves “calling out” — divining by
inspiration the names and ilincsses of
members of the audience — miraculous
1ndeed. until you lcam that-there are
stooges with radio transmitiers chat-
ung up the assembied faithfulfor bours
betore the show begins.

One of Rand's collaborators dressed
up as a woman (photugraph 1acluded)
and spun Whese guys a lew wildstones

por ur bly recalls the
wom exaosey ol’ me tamily Marcoa.

lics who have
@ven thar all amve at the door in
rented pick-ups, with their few sticks of
furniture tied up in the back, asking for
some of their thousands back, and get-
ung never a penny.

The desire 10 be made whoie lies so
decp that 1t has always been open 0
exploitauon. But the advent of telo-
viuon, and even more of the computer,
has opened the way 10 ever larger audi-
ences, and thus 10 the posubility of

Jwin McGikArist 13 a jetirw of AU Suils and
¢ praising Jdocior

o the stuff of life
itelf, so interwoven are the fibres of
mntndmlfmn;mm&bmofdauy

The extraordinary casualpexs with
which death and disaster waik through
these does nothing to limit the
snse of suffering They pass great
siones and record the size with stoical
cunosity; thar children are aiways fail-
ing i be fire or being aken with the
pox; they wemseives submut with
equanimity to the “pill bartarca™ or
an tnjecuon of green waler. An engrave
ing/see nghtf shows men in frock coats
quicdy geung 10l0 someonc’s skull
with a blunt instrument, while the vic-
tum lies on a canopied bed 10 a room
overiooking the garden.

The absence of hystena ia this book
isoowable. Appeals to the power of God
are umversal, but almost unmversally
made in a spint of humility and

Among the g3 of heal-
er3.1n these pages, (rom simple country
women to famous physiians, there are
some that Randi would recognise. But
the insh stroker, Valenune Greatrakes,
acver made a penny from the “ps-
uents” he stroked. As it i3, the sort of

expionation. [t1s suddenly
posubie 10 send hegging iciters 10 a st
of suscrpuble subjects which may con-

dui in by his 20th-cen-
tury uccevsors may be begpnoing L0
damage thar wealth,

s

A
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