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SKEPTICS in the NEWS 

. -· -· - -- ,.-., . .  --�-----.�- . �-

Outrage at Jesus postmark 
Waiter Schwarz 
Religious Affairs 
Correspondent 

B RITISH human ists said 
they were outraged 
yesterday en hearing 

that the slogan "Jesus is 
alive" is to appear as a post­
mark on almost every let ter 
posted in Bri tain for the next 
six weeks. 

Mr Martin Horwood, 
spokesman for the British 
Humanist Association, said 
members had "been phoning 
in all morning" after reading 
yesterday's Guardian report 
that a Christian bookseller. 
Mr Pau,l Slennet, had paid 
£50,000 for the service - in 
which 68 of mainland Brit­
ain's 69 main sorting offices 
will take part - as part of a 
prayer campaign. 

The association said the 
scheme was "absolutely out­
rageous. •• and has written to 
Sir Bryan Nicholson. chair­
man of the Post Office, ask­
ing him to cancel it. 

The association adde d: 
"Imagine the furore if we • 
had asked that 'Jesus is dead' • 

be post-marked on hundreds 
of millions of letters. We 
might think such things pri­
vately but they should not be 
forced on everybody else in ' 
such an insensitive way." 

A Post Office spokesman 
said last nigh t that the post­
mark slogan "was not con­
sidered to be conten tious but 
a fair and reason a ble mes­
sage generally atteptable to 
the public." 
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se·arch 
for 
spook 
hunters i A BAND of s p ook­
hunters who take their 
spirits with a pinch of 
salt are on the l ook-out 
for new recruits. � The recentlv formed \: Manchest e r  

·
skept i cs 

'� '
Group aims to im·estigate 

�all aspects of the para­.J: normal - including tele-
pathy. the tarot and CFO · 
sightiugs. � But they s ay sup er­- � nat ural claims sho uld 

� not b e  t aken at f a ce 
\t value. 
\\) Leading the group is 
...._ comput er res e ar cher 
""- Toby Howard. based at 
� Manchester Cni\·ersity. < He said: ··we d o  n ot � dismiss claims of para­

_r normal phenomena out . 
"'-of hand. 

··we rema.in \·ery open­
minded. but we belie\·e 
such claims should be 
examined and carefuly 
tested. t:ncritical accept­
ance can lead to error.·. 
fraud and harm.·· 

r\ow the group is aim­
ing to set up a local net· 
work of people keen on 
investig ating daims of 
close encounters of the 
spook-y kind. 

They are also planning 
to conduct a series of 
meetings· and seminars 
on the f as ci n atin g  
subject. 

Anyone interested in 
finding out more about 
the Skeptics should con­
t act Toby Howard on 748 
4628. 1 
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California Skeptics' Next Hurdle: The Nostradamw Quake 
By Robert Reinhold 

.'Yrtr Y ... Ti� S�·nce 
LOS ANGELES -As newcomers soon learn." 

Southern c..Jifomia is world headquarters for an 
mann er of the New A&e pannormal and the unor­
thodox: channelers to past liYeS. the hcalin� power ol quaru crystab., not to mention colonic hydro-
�-h IS not an asy pl��:e for the xicntifically 
mimicd to get alon�o nCYer mind revene the meta­lJIIY!ical tide. But some are tryinrw amons them 
!ioUthem Ulilomia Skcpncs. With 2.000 mem­
bers. the group was started by •people who found 
tllcrnxtYes goin& crazy livin' next door 1o somc­
OtiiC trytngto fix their cars with crystals." according 
to its director. AI Scckcl., a phys1cist in P:uadena. 

The latest rationality aisis involves the hysteria 
Oft!' Nostndamus. tbe 16th-«ntuty French as­
trol�. If one believes the film based on his 
writinu. '11le Man Who S:nr Tomorrow.� Lo5 Atl�es is to be destroyed by an earthquake in 
Mav. As it happens. the film makers ;;01 a little con· 
fascd and this is not tbe vear 1'405tradamus had in 
nund. and u:ywav 11 �m., he was thi!Wn� about a 

hailstorm not an eanhquake. But the word did not 
get out m lime to prevent a run on video ston:s for 
the film by panicked Angelcnos.ln the last weelt oJ 
Marclt. more than 2.000 orders for the tape came ill 
to its distributor. Warner Home Video. which wu 
happy to fill them. Nearly all the orders were from 
California stores. 

The scientists spnn& into ac:tion. 
The Griffith Observatory in Los Angeles issued 

a Mpress kit" explaining that there W'lil be no 
planetary alignment or oonjunction in May and 
that. thoush earthquakes are a real concem on the 
West Coast. they are caused by �motions within 
me earth" and not by the small gravitational forces 
exerted bY distant J)lanc:t.s. 

Boch the California institute of Tcchnoioc and 
the ob5crvatory fielded a dozen or so calls a day 
from JiUcy residents. 

Althou� astrolog. the oa:ult and unt ested 
n:medic:s are worldWide preoccupations. why do 
they find ruch fende ground in Los Angeles. the 
sa:ond·lartest citv in the United States? 

To Mr. ScckeL· the answer is rooted in the the 
climate and the Los An�cles wav of life. 

�On the East Cout people· try to make life 

interesrin&." said Mr. Sec:kd. 111 erslWhil� New his vapc vene. called quatrains. predicted such 
Yorkcr. �On the West Coast they try to make it eYents u the rise ol Naoolcon and Hitler. World 
Q)mfonable. The emphasis here IS on fll!Cy can. Wu 11 aDd the asassiniuon o{ John F. Kennedy. 
how on e looks. less on the mind per se. h's IUo due 
1o the failure ol the .5dlool 5Y$ tem.. There are a lot 
of people wim their umbilial c:onis out loolcin& to 
stick it into somethin&. to mncm: responnbility." 

The Skcptics' p is not jus& to debunlt myllls 
but to urge peopl e to jud&e information better. 
"1'bere is a dcanb ol thinking skills -people are 
taught what to think. not how." he said. 

The Skcptics made much hay some time a&Q in 
debunkin& Antbony Robbins. who sells �scmi­
nan� that prornix to unlock Mthe unlimited power 
of yoor brain throu� thc scicuce of Neuro-l.in· 
guistic Programmin&-" 

One of the powers was said to allo-·buyers to 
wallt barefoot over bumms emben. The Skcptics 
showed that anvone could do ttlis gratis becaUJe 
oak embers. hoWever hoL are poor conductors of 
heat. 

The l'lostndamus nap grew out olthe 19SI film. 
narrated bv 01'30ft Welles. a cmiulous accoont of 
the old scer"s works. His adhermu m11nta1n that 

Ac:cordini to the film. an eanhquake will �uike 
'"New Gty,' which Mr. Wetles savs almo�t cenain­ly means Los An�ele.oo or San· Franci.sco. with 
"Satum. Capncom. Juptter. Mcmll'y in Taurus. 
VCDUS. abo Canc:cr. Man in Zero." 

Rctranslatin& from the French. the Griffith Ob­
�tory found this to be gabJ,ensh. and could find no aJipnnent of planets in May bv any astro­lop:al m:komn�o Before this word go out. there 
was mucb tremblins ill the Los Angeles basin. 

"The ftlm makers are unrepentant. The prooucer. 
DaYid L Wolper. said he W(IU!d be out oltown 1n 
May but not bccaUJe of th e predicuon. "If the 
quake does happen. we"ll sell a lot more cop1es. mav� mousn to rebuild my house.·· he �a•d. 
lau�n� 

Aa:oniingto the film. the world will end in the 
yeu 3797. So unless the him was ridn and Los 
Angeles sliln off the a•ntmental shcl(next mon1h. 
Mr. Scckd and Ius Intellectual he.n have the.r 
work cut out for than for "'me time to oome. 
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RANDI TO TOUR 

CSICOP HQ have sent out a letter to all the 
European groups announcing Randi's tentative 
plans for a European tour, which would take 
place mid-September to mid-October. 

Watch this space for developments. 

BENT ASTROLAB E  FOR BROOKE BOND 

Ian Ridpath, editor of Popular Astronomy, 
announced in their January issue that "this 
year's Popular Astronomy Bent Astroiabe Award 
for the biggest astronomical clanger of 1987 ... 
goes to Brooke Bond Tea for their series of 
picture cards titled 'Unexplained Mysteries of 
the World .. .' The series was reviewed in B&IS 
I.2 and includes a wide variety of "mysteries" 
which, as Rid path says, "have ... been investigated 
and explained many times over .. . 

"The Bent Astrolabe Award wiil be delivered 
to Brooke Bond on the next flying saucer." 

Congratulations to all concerned. 

HER LAST BOW 

The Sun reported on 11 May that Doris 
Collins has announced that her upcoming tour of 
Britain will be her last. and "exclusively for Sun 
readers." She will be accompanied on the tour by 
"singing star Julie Rogers." The tour runs roughly 
north to south, and includes dates in Birmingham. 
G l a s g o w, L i v e r p o o l. Folk e s t o n e. W e m b le y, 
Worthing, Wimbledon, Nottingham, and Margate. 

Collins is moving from Richmond, Surrey, to 
Bedfordshire, where she plans to open a healing 
centre in August. She will be availabie there for 
personal consultations. And, of course, she will 
continue to write her column for the Sun. 

Collins also has a new book out, The Power 
Within. Research, anyone? 

THE LOCH NESS MONSTER FISH FARM 

Steuart Campbell writes from Edinburgh: 
Recent plans to site a fish farm in Loch Ness 

have met strong opposition from a group of 
bodies including Inverness, Loch Ness and Nairn 
T our i s t  B o a r d, L o ch N e s s  Pre s e r v a t i o n  
Association, and the Caledonian Canal Pleasure 
Craft Operators Association. They feared that 
the farm would 'reduce the credibility' of the 
monster ('myth or mystery') on whicb they all 
depend. This fear must be based on the 
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HITS & MISSES 
surprising expectation that the farm's cages will 
be unmolested (strengthening belief that the 
monster does not. exist!) 

So strongly did the objectors feel about this 
perceived threat to their livelihood that they 
bpought a petition for judicial review of Highland 
Regional Council's planning permission for the 
farm. The petition was heard before Lord Clyde 
in the Court of Session in Edinburgh in 
December 1987. On 15 January 1988 Lord Clyde 
announced that he rejected the petition. Two 
days earlier the first two fish cages were 
lowered into Loch Ness off Do res and stoc!{ed 
with 20,000 salmon parr. In three years there 
will be 30 fish cages, a monster fish farm! 

NO CONTEST 

A publication issued by the Royal 
Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and 
Ireland announced that the B&IS was handling a 
(100 challenge by Colin Wood. This is in error. 
We were asked to adjudicate such a challenge 
and hold the cheque--and we cieclineci. Please 
note. 

AETHERIAL NEWS 

The Aetherius Society has published a bulletin 
warning about 1988's "magnetisation periods." The 
(inclusive) dates given are: March 7-12 
("Emergency Period"); April 18th-May 23; July 
5-August 5; September 3-0ctober 9: November 
4-December 10. The Society expiains its concern: 
"The lack of true knowledge of the science of 
prayer, together with the march of paralysing 
materialism, has led over the centuries to a lack 
of Spiritual Energy on this Planet ... this is the 
most dangerous shortage of energy on this Planet 
today ... During the above dates a giant Spacecraft 
from Mars will be in orbit, 1,550 miles above the 
surface of the Earth. On board this craft are 
�ngn1y advanced Astrometaphysicians under the 
command of The Cosmic Master. Mars Sector 

'Six ... [They] are able ... to conciition the life-giving 
energies radiated by The Mighty Sun in such a 
way that ail unselfish thought anci ac�lon is 
potentised 3,000 times." The leaflet warns that 
:nagnetisation periods commence ana end at 
midnight GMT on the dates shown. 

We also have a leaflet listing the courses 
offered by the Aetherius Society April-June; 
these incmae Colour and Spiritual Healing, 
Kinesiology & Pendulum Dowsing, Psychometry, 
Yoga Breathing, Alternative Medicine. Costs 
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range from £20-50, and are offered in centres if! 
London, Bristol, Hull, Barnsley, Derby, and 
Manchester. 

Thanks to Stephen Moreton in Edinburgh for 
sending in the leaflets. 

CALLING NESSIE 

On 7 December 1987 the Scottish Tourist 
Board announced the establishment of a 'special · 

hot-line to the Loch Ness Monster. ' GB2LNM 
(Great Britain Two Loch Ness Monster) would be 
the call sign for a temporary special events 
station devoted to Nessie. It was set up by a 
radio ham from Airdrie with help from the STB. 

In the wake of the world-wide publicity for 
Operation Deepscan a few months ago (see B&IS 
I.6), radio hams in Scotland received calls from 
their colleagues overseas asking for more 
information about Nessie. Rad�o amateur Danny 
Macrae, of Longriggend near Airdrie, proposeci to 
operate the station for a month from 14 
December to 11 January, and the STB produced 
10,000 information cards about Nessie which 
Danny and his fellow operators from Mid Lanark 
Radio Society were to send out in answer to 
every call they received. 

GB2LNM was launched at the Loch Ness 
C entre at Drumnacirochit on 14 December in the 
presence of Alan Devereux, Chairman of the 
Scottish Tourist Board, who is himself a radio 
ham (GM8VEV). Thereafter Macrae handled 
enquiries from his home. He tell me that he had 
about 8000 contacts, of which well over half 
were from the USA. In his spare time (sic) 
Macrae is a poet; he used the occasion to give 
the first public performance of his poem ' Big 
Nessie, the champion of the world'! 

REGAN'S REVENGE 

The US story of the month seems to be 
ex-Reagan aide Donald Regan's new book. which 
com:a1ns allegations that some of Ronald 
Reagan 's decisions about scheduling and policy 
were made for him by Nancy Reagan under the 
influence of an astrologer. We note that the 
astrologer did not foresee Donald Regan's  
revelations, which may yet prove to be 
well-timed ... for the Democrats in  November. 

GRAPHOLOGISTS ORGANIZE 

The Evening Standard reported on 21 March 

on the opening of a new graphology centre in 
London, "offering a service for companies 
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wanting to screen job applicants". According to 
reporter John Preston. the merchant bankers S G 
Warburg use graphoiogy "in vetting senior job 
applications." The graphology centre "is being 
launched by Anna Koren. who runs similar 
centres in New York and Israel." 

The article comments on the range of 
attitudes to graphology, from skeptical to claims 
of scientific accuracy, to party or fairground 
entertainment. 

In response, in a letter to the Evening 
Standard on 30 March, Lorraine Herbert, the 
Honorary S ecretary of the new Acaciemy of 
Graphology, reports that it "has been set up to 
act as a qualifying body for graphology. It aims, 
among other thir!gs, to place graphology where it 
should be--in the curriculums of British 
universities, as it is in France, Italy, Germany 
and Switzerland." 

The Academy has alreaciy granted 10 diplomas 
to graduates of the three-year course offered by 
the College of Graphology. 

Mrs Herbert says the graduates "are trained 
to write concise anaiyses baseci on painstaking 
observation and using methods which have a 
sound scientific peciigree." 

As a further note, graphology is one of the 
announced topics for the November, 1988, 
C SICOP Conference in Chicago. 

NOSTRADAMUS IN CALIFORNIA 

T!'le other US news story of the month 
concerns Nostradamus' prediction that the "New 
City" will be struck by an earthquake in May, 
1988. This prediction was given wide publicity by 
the 1981 film "The Man Who Saw Tomorrow," 
which was narrated by Orson Welles. Apparently 
the effect has had a slight similarity to the 
effect of W elles' 1938 Mercury Theatre 
production of "The War of the Worlds," which 
sent people racing from their homes in a panic 
when they hearci on the raciio that the Martians 
had landed in New Jersey. 

On the day of the predicted disaster, the 
BBC News showed pictures of Los Angeles, the 
city most people assume is the one Nostradamus 
meant, still standing. The press generally covered 
the story of Los Angeleans hurrying out of town 
"just in case"; the International Herald Tribune 
on 9-10 April, in "California Skeptics' Next 
Hurdle: The Nostradamus Quake", covered the 
responses of scientific organizations, including 
the Griffith Observatory and the Southern 
California Skeptics. 

Thanks to Frank Chambers for sending in the 
clipping. 
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SPECIAL REPORT: FINDHORN Steuart Campbell 
.In 1962 Peter Caddy, a former RAF officer 

and hotel manager. came to Findhorn. on a penin­
sular by the Moray Firth in Scotland. Together 
with his wife Eileen and Dorothy Maclean from 
Canada. he establis hed the Findhorn Foundation 
in a corner of a caravan park a mile from the 
village, at the end of the runway of RAF Kin­
loss. Also associated with the Foundation were 
David Spangler from the USA and Robert Ogilvie 
Crombie. an Edinburgh ec centric who died in 
1975. Maclean and S pangler returned to North 
America in 1973. forming (with others) the Lorian 
Association of California. 

From the beginning, the Foundation adopted 
C rombie's belief in n ature spirits (devas), one for 
each kind of plant. It is believed that good 
growth and health c an only be achieved by co­
operating with the devas. whom some claim to be 
able to see and to whom some claim to talk. The 
Foundation is vegetarian (or vegan) and against 
the use of 'chemicals'. Adherents talk of the 
New Age, the Kin gdom of Heaven and God's 
Laws. Originally only a garden, the Foundation 
has expanded to incorporate a full programme of 
activities. especially holidays for transcenden­
talists . The News of the World once alleged that 
Caddy cleared an area for 'Martians' to land! 
Eileen Caddy claims to rec eive messages from 
God. 

The Foundation's main claim to world-wide 
fame rests on the general belief that piants in 
its garden exhibit prolific growth and that this 
phenomenon is due to some spiritual influence. 
Apparently, when the garden was started (with 
intensive composting and liberal applications of 
animal manure) results were spectacular, causing 
local  comment and wonder. Vegetables were lar­
ger and in better condition than other locally 
produc ed ones. It is alleged that in 1965 the 
County Horticultural Adviser insp ected the gar­
den and took samples. Caddy claims that the 
samples show 'no deficiencies ' (to the surprise of 
the adviser). It is also alleged that in 1969 Pro­
fessor R. Lindsay Robb, consultant to the Soil 
Association, inspected the garden. Caddy claims 
that Robb was amazed that anything grew there 
and quotes him as saying, 'the vigour, health and 
bloom of the plants in this garden at midwinter 
on land which is almost barren powdery sand 
cannot be explained by the moderate dressings of 
compost, nor indeed by the application of any 
known culture methods or organic husbandry. 
There are other factors and they are vital ones.' 
The C addys believe that the rescults were due 
to the help of the devas (and/ or God), but today 
the weight and size of the produce is nor:nal. 

It is not clear whether or not the Founda­
tion is claiming that its allegedly phenomena! re­
sults rec eived scientific endorsement, but if so 

the attributed expert views are unconfirmed and 
somewhat unlikely. We do not know the name of 
the local adviser and I could get no reply from 
the Soil Association .  Loc al businessman Lamber 
Munro. chairman of Findhorn Community Council. 
points out that the site was not a sand dune (as 
the Foundation often claims); it was 'farm land'.  
In any case it  is  not at all unlikely that such 
land. given liberal dressings of compost and ma­
nure, would produce vigorous growth in its first 
few years. 

Perhaps aware of the weakness of its claims 
for plant growth, the Foundation has developed 
as an education, recreation. and business centre. 
It attracts up to 50,000 p eople a year, half of 
them from the USA. S ome are day visitors. but 
over 3000 come to study on one of the £200-a­
week courses which are the Foundation's main 
source of income. These courses have names like 
Exploring the Inner World. The Game of Trans­
formation, Playing with S pirit, and The Laws of 
Manifestation. Apparently demand is now so 
great that people are being turned away and 
courses may have to be run through winter. 

Around 300 peo ple live permanently on the 
site. staying on average about four and a half 
years. Some have been there for 20 years! Those 
who are not ?aid £10-a-week as cooks.  gardeners 
and teachers have set up independent businesses. 
One,  Alternative Data. with an asso ciated com­
pany in S weden. has an annual turnover of a 
quarter of a million pounds and employs ten 
people. 

The Foundation has no formal creed or doct­
rine. It is based on the idea that humanity is 
involved in an evolutionary expansion of con­
sciousness which ·will create new patterns of 
civiiisation for all society and promote a piane­
tary culture infused with spiritiai values (sic). 
However, the Foundation is regarded with suspi­
cion and fear by the locals, who resent its 
presenc e and the way it has hijacked the 
village's name. They question its charitable 
status and its aims and point out how it is 
trying to buy up the whole peninsular. Recently 
the Foundation bought the whole Findhorn Bay 
.Caravan Park. on which it plans to built a 
'planetary village' based on the spiritual and 
ecological values central to its philosophy. The 
Foundation also supports The Moray Steiner 
S chool Project, which opened in S eptember 1985. 

Not content with insinuating itself into the 
loc al community, the Foundation has hosted meet­
ings of ' community activists ' from throughout 
Great Britain (The Terra Nova Gathering) and all 
over Europe (The European Humanity Gathering). 
In October 1986 it organized a gathering called 
'One Eartb--A Call to Action'. Today Findhorn; 
tomorrow the world! 
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ASTROLOGY IN SCOTLAND 

A couple of letters appeared in the Scotsman 
in April deploring the newspaper's decision to 
carry horoscopes beginning on March 19. Both 
letters pointed out the discrepancy between the 
pos1t1ons of the planets as used by astrologers 
and their actual positions in the sky in the 20th 
century. CSICOP sent out a mailing to American 
newspapers a few years ago suggesting they 
label horoscope columns "for entertainment only". 
A few did;  perhaps this practice should be 
suggested to the Scotsman. 

MEDICAL ASTROLOGY 

The BBC 's new daytime programme "All Well 
and Good" is presented as a popular potpourri of 
medical and health facts. On · 28th A pril ,  they 
presented "medical astrologer" Glenys Massie,  
who had cast a chart for one of the show's 
hosts, Christopher Lillicrap. The Lillicrap began 
by asking the audienc e  how many of them read 
their daily horoscopes; most of them raised their 
hands. Then he asked how many of them beiieveci 
their daily horoscopes--and not one hand went up .  

Massie declared herseif happy with the 
results of this informal poll, explaining that 
newspaper astrology columns are too general. She 
then explained that the planets rule different 
parts of the body, using Taurus, which she 
claimed ruled the throat/neck, as an example. 
This might, she said,  not nec essarily mean 
anything bad; if you were a Taurus it might 
mean you were a good singer. 

She made two predictions on the air based on 
her reading of Lillicrap's chart. The first was 
problems with the head, and she suggested 
injuries, scars, accidents, or an operation of 
some kind. The host explained he had had an eye 
operation. She commented compassionately that it 
was normal to find this kind of hit a little 
"spooky". Her second prediction was some 
problem having children, to which he replied that 
he and his wife had had to wait ten years. 

Christopher Lillicrap seemed impressed, and 
the programme went on to its next topic. Ms 
Massie was therefore presented more or less on 
a par with the show's presentation of more 
verifiable information about human physiology. 

Radio Times 7-13 May advertised "All Well 
and Good" for that week: "Suzanne Dando and 
Christopher Lillicrap take another crack at 
'wellness' ,  and ask if colour can heal." We can 
only hope they investigated the subject 
thoroughly. 
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EUROPEAN REPORT 
SPAIN 

Luis Alfonso Gamez Dominguez reports a 
flurry of Interest in the Spanish group , La 
Alternativa Racional a la Pseudociencia, following 
the February publication of an article about 
Randi in the magazine Algo. 

FRANCE 

The Grenoble skeptics' group sent a copy of 
a report of their last meeting and their internal 
"Liaison bulletin". Among topics discussed were 
the Gauquelins' work referred to in the interview 
with Paul Kurtz elsewhere in this issue,  the 
Shroud of Turin, and the use of astrology and 
graphology by companies considering candidates 
for empioyment. The ten committee members 
present decided to issue warnings about these 
practic es. 

In regard to the Shroud of Turin, M Pecker, 
one of the committee members, had contacted 
the French laboratory involved in the testing, 
hoping to influence them to make a press 
statement about the Vatican's change in the 
testing protocol, which has been protested in the 
American press. There is a great deal of concern 
about the reduction of the number of 
laboratories from 7 to 3; the French report 
points out that a laboratory dating and Egyptian 
mummy had erred by 1000 years. M Pecker 
reported no succ ess with the laboratory; he 
reported, however, that according to another 
laboratory specialising in carbon-14 dating, the 
proc ess is reliable only to within about 200 years 
on an object in the region of 2000 years old; 
therefore, even after the tests are carried out, 
there will still be some doubt as to the exact 
age of the Shroud. 

The French group also report that the Time­
Life series Mysteries of the Unknown, is being 
published in French amid expensive publicity. 

The bulletin contains a long report on the 
group 's treasurer's visit to "Parapsy 88", a 
festival held in Paris at the beginning of 
February each year, which sounds very much like 
the British psychic fairs: astrologers, dowsers, 
entrepreneurs selling crystals (and other very 
expensive gadgets), and fringe practitioners, 
whom, M Kevorkian reported, he couldn't get 
near because the crowds were so large." 

This is the first news we've had from the 
Grenoble group for some time;  they seem to be 
becoming more active. Good luck to them. 

. ·' 
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ERRATA 

By mistake, when we published David 
Berm an's "Knock: some new eVIaence m B&IS 
II.l, we left out the information that this article 
had previously appeared in New Humanist. 

Chris Wright also writes from Sheffield to say 
that in his report on the UFO talk given at the 
Sheffield Society for Research into the 
Paranormal (B&IS II.1), he incorrectly identified 
the speaker as Philip Mantle. The speaker was in 
fact Andy Roberts, editor of the magazine UFO 
Brigantia. 

--

PRODUCTION 

This is the last issue that will look like this. 
Beginning with the next issue (II.4), the 
typesetting, layout and design chores will be 
taken on by Toby Howard and Steve Donnelly in 
Manchester. They have promised to make it look 
terrific. 

Also, we are saying goodbye to the era of 
black streaks, grey copies, and generally lousy 
reproduction. Beginning with this issue (II.3), our 
printing will be handled by Emjay Reprographics 
in Nottingham, the same people who print 
Magonia. They specialize in tiny magazines like 
ours and mail-order services. 

These changes mean other changes. First of 
all, in order to keep the B&IS arriving on your 
doorsteps at . about the same time every two 
months, we will need to get the magazine pasted 
up and to the printers about two weeks ahead of 
the mailing date. This means the copy dates will 
have to be earlier, and therefore that the B&IS 
will be a little bit less up-to-the-minute. Copy 
dates are therefore now the first of the month 
before mailing: that is, July 1 for the 
July/ August issue, and so on throughout the 
year. But please ... don't feel you have to wait for 
the copy date to send stuff in: the earlier the 
better. 

Commercial printing also means that for now 
we can only afford to publish 28 page issues; we 
intend to make up for that by packing more onto 
each page, as we have done this issue (measure 
the margins if you don't believe me). If we can 
substantially increase our subscription list, we 
will be able to afford larger magazines again. We 
will be delighted to hear from anyone with sound 

1 Geller plays it safe in his British fortress home 
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IN PROGRESS 
ideas for this latter project; please bear in mind, 
funds are very limited. 

INFORMATION SHEETS 

We have copy in hand for information sheets 
on three maJor topics of interest: astrology, 
dowsing, and creationism. Once they are typeset 
and printed, we intend to distribute them to 
subscribers, and to researchers and journalists as 
needed. 

COPY ALWAYS WELCOME 

Help keep filling the pages of the B&IS! We 
are glad to receive letters, articles, reviews. Are 
there paranormal .(or other) events going on in 
your area that the rest of us should know 
about? Articles in hand for future issues include: 
an article on parapsychology by H B Gibson: a 
piece comparing the New Year's astrology 
columns by Stephen Moreton; reviews of a 
Washington skeptic-run seance, of Rupert 
Sheldrake 's new book, and we have promised 
reviews of Philip Klass' new book on abductions, 
Terence Hines' textbook on the paranormal, and 
Hilary Evans' recent book on apparitions. Please 

·keep stuff coming--and the sooner the better. 
Also, most of our news items (and clippings 

for the Press Gallery) are culled from the 
clippings sent in by our readers. Please mark all 
clippings with the name of the periodical and the 
date. All clippings go into the files for future 
reference--real files, not the wastebasket. 

THANKS! 

COPY DATE FOR NEXT ISSUE: JULY 1, 1988 
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INTERVIEW: Paul Kurtz 

· Wendy M. Grossman 
Part Two 
Paul Kurtz is chairman of the Buffalo. NY· 
based Committee for Scientific Investigation of 
Claims of the Paranormal (CSICOP), editor of 
the humanist magazine Free Inquiry, President 
and editor·in·chief of Prometheus Books, and a 
professor of philosophy at the State University 
of New York at Buffalo. He is author of 27 
books. the most recent of which is The 
Transcendental Temptation (reviewed in B&IS 
1.2). I interviewed him at his home on 
September 2:lst. 1987. In Part One. published 
in our last issue (B&IS II.2). Paul Kurtz 
discussed his relationship with Britain. where 
he is a vice·president of the Rationalist Press 
Association. In this second and final part. he 
talks about the Gauquelins and the role of 
imagination ... wg 

WG: There were a number of write-ups about 
the Parapsychology Association Conference, 
mostly about Bob Morris. who is reported now 
to be doing things--looking for people who've 
had trouble with machines, you know, "are you 
a computer .linx, write to us" that sort of thing, 
and the other thing is he's looking through 
Scottish folklore, and he's looking through the 
files at the School of Scottish Studies in 
Edinburgh, looking for patterns that might be 
worth researching. 

PK: What kind of patterns? 

WG: The articles didn't really say. 

PK: I think Robert Morris is a good man. he 
was at the University of Syracuse, we've had 
him at our CSICOP conference, and I think he's 
fair·rninded in his approach, and objective. 
We've indicted many of the psychical 

researchers in the past for being biased, and 
wanting to help the facts. and being willing to 
interpret some of the results positively, but I 
think that the parapsychologists have learned 
from our criticisms and that many of them do 
want to abide by the stringent rules of 
scientific objectivity, and I think Bob Morris 
comes under that category. I think he was one 
of the best choices that Edinburgh could have 
made. 

WC: They had a lot of trouble. didn't they, 
finciing a university to take the Chair in the 
first place? 

PK: Yes. I think it's terrible. I think that any 
field of investigation ought to be pursued, and 
the fear of pursuing parapsychological research. 
considering it to be less than respectable, is an 
expression of unfortunate timidity. I welcome 
any kind of research in parapsychology or 
psychical research. I'd never want to cut that 
off. I'm unconvinced as yet that they've found 
anything that stands the test of scrutiny. But 
of course what's going on in the parapsycho­
logical laboratories is far different from the 
media, the popular imagination, and how that 
has been exploited. 

WG: Hilary Evans has just been saying [B&IS 
1.51 if UFOs are really landing and taking 
people away, this is one of the most important 
things that has ever happened to the human 
race, and how do we learn about it? From 
popular books sold in neighborhood bookstores. 

PK: Exactly. Philip Klass has said that if UFOs 
are landing and abducting people, then this is 
of cataclysmic significance. If there are 

Wer".ciy M. Grossman is ecitor ana founce!' of the B&IS. and a writer anc foiksinger. 
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intelligent civilizations elsewhere, then a large 
share of government money and research ought 
to be spent on this inquiry. But generally it's 
on the fringes that you get the claims macie, 
and reputable scientists and news organizations 
have not been able to confirm them. That's why 
we're skeptics. 

WG: As a folksinger, I know some of the folk 
tales Hilary's referring to, and it's fascinating 
to watch the patterns. People used to be 
abducted by the fairies. Steuart Campbell says 
that every loch in Scotland at one time had its 
kelpie, which took people away and this was an 
explanation for drownings that nobociy 
understood. And now people disappear on UFOs. 

PK: It's  very similar. Because in the whole 
history of the race there were monsters. I 
mean, there were gorillas, tigers, wild wolves, 
and bears. It's only been in the last fifty years 
that we've tamed practically every corner of 
the globe. So this fear of monsters was 
meaningful historically. It cuts deeply in the 
primeval consciousness of man, and I suppose 
that's a residue left over. 

WG: It's the same pattern, would you say?, the 
replacement of fantasy by science fiction, the 
replacement in the popular myths of the fairies 
with stories of UFOs . . .  

PK: Well, the paranormal I think is fed by 
human imagination, and imagination is wonderful, 
we couldn't live without it, it's creative, it is 
expansive, it's exciting, it's the realm of the 
possible spun out of our own creative insights 
and fantasies. You can't  and don't want to cut 
off imagination, the problem is when you fudge 
the difference between imagination and reality 
and that's what's happening today, so science 
fiction, the realm of the possible, is taken as 
true. If something is possible, therefore 
believers think it is actual. That's  the great 
mistake, to take it as truth. 

WG: Well, Whitley Strieber, who wrote 
Communion, was a novelist. 

PK: There are various interpretations of Whitley 
Streiber, but one interpretation is that he's 
concocted it out of his imagination. 

WG: Well, if he was a novelist first, he'd have 
had some practice, I suppose. 

PK: He did--his other books are similar. Wolves 
in Central Park. In one of his books. he walks 
into Central Park and he reaches a den of 
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wolves. So you could interpret that as the pure 
poetic license of a novelist, and I think that is 
how I would interpret Communion, that it was 
spun out of his imagination. You don't want to 
dampen imagination, all the great novelists, 
playwrights, dramatists, poets, scientists have to 
c:-eate new worlds, But it is important to 
distinguish between fantasy and actuality. That 
is the problem that we face today with the 
growth of the paranormal and the New Age and 
how deep a hold it has on the public 
imagination. 

WG: I thought the point of the article in the 
last SI about children's literature and fantasy 
was very well taken--there is such a thing as 
healthy fantasy. 

PK: We can't live without fantasies--it makes 
life exciting. You fantasize a beautiful woman 
that you make love to and you fantasize what's 
going to happen when you save your money and 
build a nice home somewhere in the countryside, 
and so the rich poetic weaving of your 
imagination is important. The inventor thinks 
about something he '11 bring into being and lo 
and behold he does, that's the imagination at 
work. But you know, the other factor--I use the 
term The Transcendental TemPtation, which is 
the title of a book I've written recently--

WG: Which was reviewed in the British & Irish 
Skeptic [! .3]  . . .  

PK: I think that there i s  a tendency for the 
human mind to leap into the unknown by means 
of imagination &nd to postulate or to create 
hidden universes and this is how I think that 
gods are spun out of human fantasy and 
longing. And so the paranormal is the new 
fabric being woven out of the imagination and 
idle fancy. But it must satisfy a need, that's  
why I think the paranormal is  so difficult, 
because it's a religious phenomenon. Belief in 
the paranormal is not simply reducible to 
scientific hypotheses, though that's part of it. 
It's really a quasi-religious expression of a deep 

· longing for a transcendental universe which we 
can be put in touch with. And I think that's  
why, incidentally, it's mounting. The year 1987 
in America has seen an astounding revival of 
the paranormal. I think in one sense stronger 
waves of belief have manifested than we've had 
in a long time with UFO abductions, trance 
channeling, etc. 

WG: Of course, in Britain what we've had is 
Geller going up in a helicopter. 
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PK: In America, too, Geller returned. We also 
have the reincarnation regression, Shirley 
MacLaine, harmonic convergence, much of it 
fanned and sold by the media. But the media 
wouldn't get anywhere unless the people were 
interested. 

WG: Well, the Sun published the whole Geller 
thing because people would flock to buy it. 

PK: Yes, so there are consumers out there. 
There's  a perennial human interest in the idea 
that there's  a "transcendent universe. " Now I 
find it difficult to understand what is meant by 
the transcendent, not only in paranormal terms 
but in philosophical terms. Surely there are 
large areas of the universe we do not 
understand, and it transcends the present 
dimensions of knowledge. So we're always 
breaking new frontiers. But . they're reading 
more than that in, they're reading into the 
unknown some mysterious, occult, puzzling 
reality and that they're not entitled to do. You 
can say that what we don't know is beyond 
what we now know, and transcends present 
knowledge, that's almost a truism, but to say 
that what we don't  know therefore includes 
some supernatur�l. paranormal, or occult reality 
is already to read into what's not been tested, 
and that's tlte leap that they make. 

WG: I tend to look at things in very simple, 
practical terms, and it often seems to me that 
a lot of people are desperate to believe that 
there's someone around who knows what's going 
on, and as people lose confidence in politicians, 
particularly in this country, and as scientists 
are showing all the time, well, there's this 
planet, and that planet, and if God exists, 
where is he? they start thinking about things 
that might just be possible. 

PK: True. And it's always interesting to think 
about that, you always have to keep your mind 
open to that. But, the real problem is that they 
convert what may be possible into what they 
really demand and make real, so the possibility's  
converted into some existential reality, and 
that's a mistake. 

WG: The question that comes up a great deal in 
Britain does concern what I gather is old 
history. But when Mark Plummer was in London 
in May, he got asked about the so- called 
Star-Baby business and the Gauquelins, and also 
about the two Fellows who split off from the 
Committee. He didn't �eally say much, and I 
think people would like to know a little more 
about it. 

The British & Irish Skeptic 

PK: "Star-Baby" was published first in Fate 
magazine, which is something like the Dailv 
Nlail, or the Sun in Britain, an extremely 
unreliable magazine. It's one of the leading 
paranormal magazines. and if you read it, it 
sells fortune crystal balls, and . . .  

WG: It sounds like Prediction magazine, or 
Psychic News .. . 

PK: Exactly. Fate is exactly like Psychic News. 

WG: Probably a larger operation. 

PK: Circulation of well over 150,000. It panders 
to the whole realm of the paranormal, so it 
hardly can be taken as an objective basis for 
criticism. In fact Fate magazine attacks CSICOP 
and leading scholars and skeptics in almost 
every issue. 

WG: OK, but this particular . . . 

PK: But this particular attack by Dennis 
Rawiins. who had been associated with CSICOP 
in the early days, I think was unfair. and was 
an ad hominem attac!{.  

WG: Wnat exactly was the attack? 

PK: I 'll go into that. It was largely made up of 
gossip, innuendo, and conjecture, who said what, 
where, when, and it's been used by the critics 
of CSICOP, wno ve had great difficulty in 
finding something that they can attack that's  
more recent. But the whole point was this, that 
Michel and Fran<;oise Gauquelin, two French 
researchers, began investigating astrology. and 
Michel Gauquelin became very critical of 
classical or popular astrology. But he thought 
that he detected "astrobiological" patterns 
between the time and place of birth of various 
individuals and the planetary positions. So he 
correlated Saturn or Jupiter with the various 
professions. The strongest correlation he found 
was with Mars and sports champions. Now the 
PARA committee, which was formed in Belgium 
many years ago. attempted to replicate 
Gauquelin, but the resuits were disputed. 
Gauquelin said they had replicated, and they 
refused to accept his interpretation. We came 
on the scene in 1975, before the creation of 
CSICOP. Marvin Zelen, who was a statistic an at 
the State University of New York at Buffalo 
and later became Chairman of the Statistics 
Department at Harvard, a very distinguished 
statistician. proposed a test to break the 
impasse between the Belgian interpretation and 
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the Gauquelins, "the Zelen test, " and this we 
published at that time in the Humanist 
magazine, when I was editor. In fact I think I 
published about eight articles by or about 
Gauquelin over the years. Now there was some 
dispute whether Marvin Zelen who did that test 
had properly interpreted the results. "Star-Baby" 
was Rawlins' critique of Marvin Zelen's  
interpretation which was endorsed by George 
Abell, an astronomer, and myseif, as co-author. 
Zelen may very well have been wrong in his 
test and in analyzing the data. He was 
disturbed because all of the sports champions 
who were examined were French, but the results 
depended primarily upon Paris. But the Parisian 
data had been lost in a fire, and Gauquelin had 
focused on Paris, and Zelen didn't know whether 
the Parisian sports champion was typical of 
everything else. So we argued about the data, 
how do you interpret the data, and Rawlins 
disagreed. Rawlins is a very strong skeptic. 
probably stronger than anyone else on the 
Committee since or before, and he always 
expressed to members of CSICOP that he 
thought that Gauquelin was a fraud, that he 
fudged the data from the beginning. We refused 
to ever say that, for we had no proof of fraud. 
But he thought that Zelen 's analysis was 
mistaken, so that became Star-Baby, because he 
wanted us to admit that we made a mistake. 
We did have errors, and we published that 
admission. One makes mistakes in science. Let's 
say the errors were open to dispute. We then 
went on to an American test, and Rawlins was 
the one who helped determine the position of 
Mars. Rawlins never attacked the American 
tests. So the so-called "Star-Baby" controversy 
was differences of interpretation of one test. 
Where we stand now. we don't believe that 
Gauquelin' s  data or findings in France and 
Europe have been replicated anywhere in the 
world, least of all in America. Again differing 
about how to interpret the American test, 
Gauquelin thinks they have been replicated, we 
do not. So Star-Baby is as far as I can see, an 
exaggerated attack on one test that was 
proposed before CSICOP came into effect 
through the people who were involved later 
associated with CSICOP, including myself. As 
far as I can see the issue is finding a mountain 
in a molehill signifying nothing. But it's used by 
our critics, who very rarely understand. 

WG: Brian Inglis brings it up all the time. 

PK: Inglis brings it up all the time, but CSICOP 
has published everything that Gauquelin has 
ever sent us, and we've published all the data, 
and we've published all the disagreements on 
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both sides of the question. So that there was 
never, as it was claimed, an effort by CSICOP 
to fudge the data or to cover up . The charge 
is totally false. We have an open mind about 
Gauquelin, we still don't think he's been 
replicated, and we're still urging scientists in 
other countries in the worid to see if they can 
do an independent replication, and that's where 
it stands. Does that explain it? 

WG: It sounds like a very clear explanation. 

PK: That's  exactly what happened. 

WG: The question that was asked at the same 
time was, what about these two Fellows that 
split off from CS I COP, and . . .  

PK: Which two Fellows? T:-uzzi and Rawlins? 

WG: Presumably. Were there more than two, or 
were those the only two who've ever left? 

PK: Any organization anywhere in the world has 
some difference of opinion, and that's only 
normal and natural. So what happened was that 
Rawlins was not re-elected to the Executive 
Council because he didn't show up to place his 
name in nomination after--the terms of office 
are three years--he did not place h1s name in 
nomination, he was not present, so he was not 
re-elected. Truzzi had resigned from CSICOP in 
the first year because there was disagreement 
about the editorial policy of the Skeptical 
Inquirer. and the board of editors disagreed 
with his view. And that happens in many 
organizations. And there were two or three 
other scientific consultants or Fellows who 
without any prejudice no longer continued on 
CSICOP, but it's remarkable we've had so few 
resignations. 

WG: So it sounds like three or four, perhaps. 

PK: Three or four. One of them who did resign 
came back later. But there's been really no 

_ "major split in CS I COP, " it was between Rawlins 
and Truzzi. 

WG: It's made to sound like that. 

PK: They've built it up , because they can't "find 
very much else to attack in CSICOP. But I ' m  
sure this i s  true of most institutions anyway. 
We are human beings, we have disagreements. 
We're attempting to be fair-minded, our critics 
don't agree with our conclusions, but we're 
committed to open and objective inquiry and 
investigation. 
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THE CASE AGAINST ESP 

If the world divides up on a particular issue 
into the 'yes 's and the 'no's,  it might seem most 
reasonable to allot equal weight to either side. 
Certainly, in the absence of any further informa­
tion, that would be the best thing to do . But if 
serious information continues to flow in which 
strongly favours one stance over the other, that 
information must be utilised. We must favour 
that stance. To do otherwise, while apparently 
fair to dissenters, is unfair to the stance's  
supporters. 

So,  what is the position with ESP? There is 
a great deal of evidence against it. I shall pre­
sent some of this below as a contribution to the 
debate; for in informed discussion lies the road 
to truth. 

Th e problem with ESP, is not a sci entific 
one, but one of fraud, humbug, and publicity. 
S trong words, but let me back them up. 

In a talk given by Bill Williams on ABC radio 
Australia on March 8,  1987,  we heard of a small 
group of scientists , "conventionally trained and 
eminently reputable, " who concluded . after 
experiment, that there was something to ESP.  

A major example given, Dr S oal of  London, is 
now known no t to have been at all reputable. 
Painstaking analysis of his number-gu essing data 
by statistician Dr Christopher S cott and others 
revealed exc esses of certain digits in his own 
handwritten checklists , particularly the digits 
which are easily formed by altering certain oth­
ers , which were found to be lacking. A " 1 "  is 
easily turned into a "4" ,  for example. To put it 
bluntly, Soal cheated. He committed the cardinal 
sin of doctoring data to support his beliefs, 
rather than selecting his beliefs on the basis of 
the data. We all do this to a c ertain extent in 
real life, but in research it is unforgiveable. 

There are, of course ,  many experiments oth­
er than Soal's. Most have been performed by 
trained, reputable scientists. But are these really 
the best qualified persons to run such experi­
ments? Such p eople are experts in particular 
fields: Thouless and Rhine. two scientists men­
tioned by name ,  were originally trained in 
zoology and botany. Do these eminently 
respectable disciplines provide a good training 
for ESP research, and if not, what does? 

We can answer these questions by consider­
ing the nature of ESP research. Anyone who 
became accepted by the scientific establishment 

·Anthony Garrett 
as the possessor of such powers would be 
instantly feted; Uri Geller's prestige increased 
massively after he had successfully conned two 

. American physicists, for example. So it is to the 
direct advantage of the subject to try and cheat. 
I am not saying that all subjects cheat, of 
course; merely some.  

S o  the people we want in charge of ESP 
experiments are professionals in  the cheating 
business, only we want them on our side. 

Well, such people exrst; they are stage 
magicians . They learn how to fool audiences, how 
to misdirect them into looking at point A while 
the serious business of the trick is going on at 
point B, and how to gain quite remarkable 
manual dexterity. To call them professional 
cheats is in no way an insult; some of their 
tricks take years of training to master. 
Unfortunately the mag1c1an is rareiy in the 
position of having a laboratory handy to run 
ESP experiments. while th e scientist finds it 
difficult to beiieve that a professional 
entertain er can be of any assistance. Scientists 
are trained to detect subtlety in nature. not 
fraud. and it should be recognised that the two 
are very different. 

I do not know of a singie experiment with a 
magician acting as consultant in which ESP was 
confirmed. Unfortunately, such negative results 
are difficult to get into print; the parapsycho­
logi cal journals far prefer exc1ung positive 
results to papers which state simply that nothing 
happened. 

The best experiments conducted by scientists 
have been painstakingly analysed by Professor 
Mark Hansel, who found plausible ways in which 
fraud could have taken place in each. This 
doesn't prove fraud did take plac e, but it cer­
tainly forces us to place far less emphasis on 
the results. Moreover, whenever experimental 
protocol is tightened up, positive results diminish. 
It is logical to extrapolate and suggest that in 
perfectly tight experiments no effects will be 
found. 

Parapsychological experiments are taking plac e 
in a great many West ern universities. Active re· 
search is going on at one of Britain's  oldest and 
most prestigious universities, Cambridge. There 
are now at least two Chairs of Parapsychology in 
Europe.  The most rec ent, at Edinburgh, is oc cu· 
pied by Robert Morris , formerly of Syracuse 

Anthony Garrett is a physicist newly returned to the UK from Australia ,  where he was an 
active member of the Australian Skeptics 

• 
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University in upstate New York. It was s et up 
with a bequest from the will of the writer 
Arthur Koestler, after several other UK 
universities had declined the bequest. It is 
misleading to claim, as is often done, that there 
is a scientific "conspiracy" against parapsych­
ology, for conspiracies have to be hidden. 

Certainly the scientific community is openly 
sceptical of parapsychology; and rightly so, given 
its track record. Parapsychology was acc epted 
into the prestigious American Association for the 
Advanc ement of S cience many years ago, largely 
due to the active lobbying of the social anthro­
pologist Margaret Mead, whose influential 
research on sexual and social behaviour in 
Western Samoa is now increasingly discredited. 
Former AAAS president John Wheeler, a distin­
guished physicist, pointed out that a hundred 
years of parapsychology had not produced a sing­
le replicable result, and agitated for its removal. 
The truth of his statement cannot be denied. 

Parapsychology would be far better accepted 
by workers in established fields of science if its 
own internal standards were higher. Experiments 
nowadays are tending to be more complex, with 
the "hit level" due to random chanc e  almost im­
possible to work out. Card guessing is easy; un­
fortunately for the parapsychological empire it 
doesn't work when done properly. On the other 
hand, how can you tell whether a sketch drawn 
by one individual is sufficiently similar to a 
scene set out by a second individual for an at­
tempt at thought transmission? Believe it or not, 
this retreat into statistical obscurantism is the 
latest parapsychological craze, called "ganzfeld". 

The best experiments are surely simple, and 
performed double blind. This means that the tes­
ter does not know in advance the result corres­
ponding to a hit, and so cannot unconsciously 
cue the subject into it. There have also been 
intelligent suggestions, from both within and out­
side the parapsychological community, to concen­
trate the possible psychokinesis of many p eo ple 
looking at the results of randomly drawn national 
lottery results, in which thousands of people 
have a stake. 

The nec essity for magicians to be involved in 
the experimental protocol was highlighted in the 
most dramatic way possible some three years 
ago, when two of them posed as subjects in ex­
periments hailed in advance as the best proving 
ground for paranormal effects ,  at Washington 
University, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Effects were produced almost as a matter of 
routine; eventually the pair revealed what they 
had done. The tricks they used could never have 
been employed had a magician been involved in 
the testing. 

What of the person--and perhaps some are 
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reading this--who has had an experience which he 
or she attributed to ESP? One individual I know 
was very struck by the fact that his cleaner re­
turned to the house at an unusual time, precisely 
when he was in some physical distress. Well , 
that experience undeniably supports the hypothe­
sis of ESP. Taken by itself, it supports it very 
strongly; and, of course,  since first-hand experi­
enc e counts for a great deal, my friend favours 
this explanation. But if more information can be 
found, then it, too, should be taken into account. 

How often have people felt that something 
was wrong, and found it wasn't? Such experi­
ences would lodge in the memory far less vividly 
than a positive "hit".  Or how often has something 
been wrong, and no-one guessed it? To test for 
E S P  we need to check whether there is any 
correlation between what happened and what was 
felt. 

Now perhaps you can see why scientific ex­
periments form the backbone of data on which 
scientific theories are based. I do not doubt my 
friend's  experience,  but it is vastly inadequate to 
prove the existence of ESP. And the best labora­
tory experiments do not confirm it either. 

Finally, a certain amount of metaphysics is 
sometimes used in an attempt to begin the 
search for physical explanations of ESP. This is 
worth trying only when we are quite certain 
there is something to explain, which is not at all 
the case at present.  Nor can the mysteries of 
quantum theory help. Even though it is now 
known that particles are in contact over large 
distances (Bell's  theorem) ,  the way they do this 
cannot be used, even in principle, to convey 
signals. This is a subtle technicality which has 
only recently been · fully understood, and it rules 
out quantum theories of ESP.  

In his book A New Aporoach to Psychical 
Research, Professor Antony Flew rightly conclu­
ded in 1953 that more s erious experimental work 
was needed. Well, it has been done.  As a result, 
Professor Flew is now extremely sceptical of the 
whole field. 

Let me close by clarifying the position. I am 
not claiming that ESP c ertainly does not or can­
�ot exist. I am claiming that it very probably 
does not exist, and that the evidence justifies a 
skeptical stance.  I favour and hope for future 
experimentation, but please, let it be done 
properly, double blind, with simple tests, and 
magicians as consultants against the possibility 
of fraud. Even then I doubt that the results 
would satisfy everybody; but they should be far 
more conclusive than at present. 

An earlier version of this article appeared in 
the Australian Skeptic ,  and was based on a talk 
given on ABC Radio's "Ockham 's  Razor". 
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TELEPATHY: a mechanism ? 
· . NO! 

A problem which is familiar to any scientist 

who has attempted to communicate scientific 

ideas to the non-scientist is the elitist nature of 

science itself. A detailed understanding of 

physics,  for instance ,  involves not only under­

going a considerable training in mathematics but 

also learning a whole new vocabulary of scienti­

fic jargon in which many words have meanings 

entirely different from normal everyday usage. 

Most people have,  perhaps unfortunately, not had 

the time nor the opportunity to acquire either 

the mathematics or the jargon and, as a conse­

quence,  the vast body of d·etailed scientific 

information available in the world ' s  libraries is 

relatively inac cessible to the general public.  

This poses a particular problem for th e 

skeptical scientist because when he attempts to 

provide routine scientific explanations for 

supposed paranormal events he may experienc e  

great difficulty in doing so without resort to 

his mathematics and jargon. Conversely, it is 

fairly easy for a writer with a limited knowledge 

of some areas of science to proVIae pseudo­

s c i e n t i f i c e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  " p a r a n o r m a l "  

o ccurrences which sound entirely credible to the 

intelligent but non-scientific layman. 

A classic example whic h  comes to mind is a 

"scientific" explanation of UFOs which I read 

many years ago in a book about (I think) the 

Warminster UFO sightings. Unfortunately I no 

longer have the book and c an't recall either its 

title or author. The author believed that many 

UFO sightings were real (that is , not just in the 

mind of the beholder) but rejected ' conventional' 

explanations such as visitors from other planets 

or from within the Earth in favour of a 

scientific explanation. The reasoning went 

approximately as follows: 

The upper reaches of the earth' s  atmosphere 

are continually bombarded by a variety of ener­

getic particles from the solar wind and other 

sources. One such particle is the alpha-particle 

which is simply an atom of helium with its two 

electrons removed; that is, a h elium nucleus. 

Nuclei are ,  of course,  extremely dense (I think 

the word used was actually "heavy") and as a 

consequence these particles fall down towards 

the earth under the influence of gravity. As they 
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arrive at the l ower part of the atmosphere, how­

ever, these helium nuclei regain their two elec­

trons from gas molecules in the atmosphere and 

are thus converted into helium atoms. Now it is 

well k:1own that helium gas is extremely light 

and is used to fill fairground balloons , airships , 

and other lighter-than-air devi c es .  

A s  soon a s  it acquires the electrons, the par­

ticl e ,  thus , reverses its motion and floats up­

wards in the atmosphere. At some stage in this 

Journey (on the way down, if my memory serves 

me well) the helium particle has an affinity for 

other helium particles so that . instead of indivi­

dual helium atoms floating upwards a large 

upwardly-floating bubbl e  of helium is formed. 

. . .  And yes, you 've guessed it . . .  this mobile helium 

bubble,  fluorescing by som e almost pl ausibl e 

mechanism which I have now forgotten,  is the 

cause of all thos e UFO sightings! 

From a non-scientist's point of view I suspect 

that this hypothesis may seem fairly reasonable 

containing, as it does,  undoubted truisms such as 

the fact that the atmosphere is bombard ed by 

energetic particles, that nuclear matter is very 

dense and that helium gas floats upwards in the 

atmosphere . Unfortunately, for a number of rea­

sons this picture is entirely unsound despite its 

superficial plausibility. For instance ,  helium 

nuclei do not have an affinity for other h elium 

nuclei and,  in fact, repel each other strongly 

and even h elium atoms feel virtually no 

attraction for one another. 

For all I know, though, this book may have 

caused a number of intelligent readers , interested 

in UFOs but skeptical of close encounters of the 

third kind, to feel that they had a rational basis 

for a belief in the physical reality of UFOs. 

As skeptics we have a duty to do our very 

b est to ensure that we do not add to the moun­

tain of bad science  that exists in the area of 

paranormal phenomena--which brings me to the 

nub of this article;  the fact that we have, in a 

recent edition of the British & Irish Sk ePtic 

committed this ( in my view) unpardonable sin. 

In the January/February 1988 (IL l)  issue of 

the B&IS "Telepathy: a mechanism" by Gordon 

Gray provided us with an apparently plausible 

basis for telepathy written with a healthy 

Stephen Donneily is a physicist, a lecturer in electronic and electric al engineering,  and a Convenor of 

the Manchester Skeptics.  
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skeptical outlook and incorporating a great deal 
of both the physics and physiology of the brain.  
It  is  not beyond the realms of possibility that 
the mechanism which this article describes could 
one day be thrown back at skeptics investigating 
telepathy as a plausible mechanism given respec­
tability in our own skeptical journal. 

The only problem with this is the fact that 
Gordon Gray's mechanism is entirely scientifical­
ly unsound! 

The hypothesis which is presented in the arti­
cle is that telepathy may take place via electro­
magnetic (EM) radiation in the gamma-ray wave­
band. Before examining the theoretical basis of 
this suggestion let me, first of all , assure all 
readers of one fact: my brain does not emit gam­
ma rays! I can state this with some confidence 
because, as  an experimental physicist, I have 
spent many a happy hour running experiments us­
ing detectors capable of detecting and counting 
single "packets" or photons of gamma-radiation. 
Such detectors are possible because gamma-rays 
are a very energetic and penetrating form of 
electromagnetic energy and can be detected even 
at the lowest intensities, that is, one photon at 
a time. I can also make the same categorical 
statement about many of my scientist colleagues. 
This could, of course, be simply an indication of 
the fact that scientists don't think a lot or are 
not telepathic ,  so let me outline the problems 
with the gamma ray theory. 

For telepathic communication to take pla c e  
the brains involved presumably have both to emit 
and receive gamma radiation, and Gordon Gray 
suggests that the phospholipid molecules in c ell 
membranes are of the appropriate size to be 
tuned to gamma-ray frequencies. There is, how­
ever, a big problem with this idea. The wave­
length of gamma rays extends from 0.14 nano­
metres (about half the diameter of a single atom) 
down to .0005 nanometres so that neither the 
lipid molecule (about 5 nanometres long) nor the 
carboxYl group (about .5 nanometres long) at the 
end of the molecule is likely to be well "tuned" 
to most gamma-ray frequencies. This is largely 
irrelevant, however, because the concept of a 
tuned aerial in itself is applicable really only to 
the radio part of the EM spectrum. Light, for 
instance, which lies between radio waves and 
gamma rays in wavelength is not emitted or re­
ceived using tuned aerials in the radio sense. In 
fact, light is emitted and absorbed by a different 
typ e  of 'tuned aerial' --the atom. Light may be 
emitted from an atom when an electron in an 
outer orbit changes to a lower level. The size of 
the atom (perhaps .3 nanometres) is very much 
smaller than the wavelength of the emitted light 
(500 nanometres, say). The idea of an · antenna 
whose length is tuned to the wavelength of the 
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radiation simply does not work here. 
Similarly, gamma-rays which are of much smal­

ler wavelength than light, are emitted as a result 
of changes occurring within the atomic nucleus 
and are in fact a result of nuclear reactions. 
Although the mechanism of brain function is com­
plex, I have not yet read any claims that 
nuclear reactions form part of that mechanism! 

As a final nail in the coffin of the gamma­
ray mechanism, it is possible,  using mathematical 
expressions known as Maxwell' s equations, to 
calculate the amount of energy radiated by any 
electrical process such as the · oscillating voltage 
applied to a radio antenna, the sparking of a 
spark plug or the firing of a nerve impulse in 
the brain. I have done such a calculation for a 
typical nerve impulse (70 m V amplitude, 1 ms 
duration) and found (predictably) that the amount 
of energy radiated by a single nerve impulse is 
approximately a billion billion times too small to 
produce a single gamma ray photon.  

I have a number of other difficulties with the 
model concerning, in particular, the idea of "im­
posing a pattern" on gamma radiation and the 
role of the relative refractory p eriod in detec­
ting the gamma ray messages but as the basic 
gamma-ray mechanism is impossible it would serve 
no purpose to continue with more detailed 
criticisms. 

As a final general point, however, I would 
like to query the claim at the beginning of the 
article that a telepathic "transmission from one 
brain to another" would be the equivalent of 
cross-talk or interference. On the contrary, it 
seems to me that the ability to detect signals 
from another human or animal brain would be a 
very useful attribute for both detection of prey 
and avoiding predators. It is not at all obvious 
to me that the brain would have to "be 
protected against such effects . "  

The gamma-ray mechanism for telepathy must 
thus join the helium bubble UFO and float up 
into outer space and harmlessly disperse. And, 
come on, skeptics, let's try to ensure that 
articles appearing in the pages of our own 
journal, in future, combine a healthy skeptical 
outlook with a modicum of good science!  

Editor's note: I will be the first to  admit 
t!'lat I am not qualified in science.  I am there­
fore unable to judge the scienc e involved in 
some articles, e.g., both this one and Gordon 
Gray's original article, Steuart Campbell' s  astro­
nomical mirage hypothesis, and so on. But this is 
not a scientific journal, and makes no pretense 
to be one. This is a magazine intended to serve 
the skeptical community; it seems to me that 
part of its job is enc ouraging debate. --wg 
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RECOGNIZING PSEUDOSCIENCE 

Historically man has sought to know the world 
through two diametricaily opposed m ethods: intro­
spection. and what we will here call "extrospec­
tion. " By "extrospection" we mean drawing conclu­
sions from what you perceive with your s enses. 
This is the source of everyday knowledge and .  
carried out systematically, o f  scientific know­
ledge. Introspection. or the s earch for knowiedge 
about the world inside yourself, is c ommon to 
many different forms of mysticism. In the last 
few years. Fritjof Capra and other well-known 
proponents of mysti cism have claimed that 
through meditation one c an arrive at the 
important results of modern physics. 

One major difference oetween m�rospectlon 
and extrospection lies in the · ways th ey lend 
themselves to external agreement. When different 
people use introspe ctive methods to seek know­
ledge, they may very well arrive at different 
conclusions. Since their sources of intuition are 
not communicaoie.  the people nave no cox:unor. 
language with which to convinc e  each oth er. In 
practice.  then. the mystics have two alternatives . 
One is to fully acc ept their cliff erenc es and mak e 
no attempt to arrive at a c onsensus . In our 
worid of socially interd ep endent individuais . more 
often than not this is impracticaoie. The other 
alternative,  and the on e mystics more generaiiy 
choose ,  is to regard one p erson ' s  intuitions as 
the most ac curate. Used this way, the introspec­
tive method leads to authoritarianism. 

The extrospective method. on the other hand. 
yields essentially the same results when differ­
ent people apply these methods. As a philosophi­
cal realist, I would say that this is because ,  
though the "inner worlds" reached b y  introspec­
tion may very well differ, we all live in one and 
the sam e  external world. If two people have dif­
ferent opinions about the weights or lengths of 
different objects. they can reach a c onsensus of 
opinion by weighing or measuring them. Differ­
enc es of opinion about interpreting experiments 
can be settled by running new experiments. 

This m ethodical c onfirmation by ind ependent 
observers is one of the major characteristics of 
science.  Th e only experimental results that are 
acc epted are thos e  which c an b e  confirme d  by 
ind ependent research ers repeating the experi­
ments. The only arguments that are a c cepted are 
those which are lucidly presented to others for 
criticism. The p ersonal authority of dead or 
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living scientists i s  nev er a valid argument for 
a c c epting a hypothesis . 

In this s ense science is essentially egalita­
rian: no one has any special status as a source 
of knowiedge. It  is not by chance that scien c e  
flourishes i n  o p en and democratic societies or 
that it is stunted in more authoritarian regimes. 
Democracy and science have common roots in the 
egalitarian. antiauthoritarian tradition of the En­
lightenment. To me personally the ethical reasons 
for supporting them are very much the same.  

Given this -background it  aiso seems natural 
to me to consid er the ability to reach a consen­
sus as the defining characteristic of science. For 
the purposes of this article.  we will define sci­
enc e as foliows: Scien c e  is the systematic search 
for knowledge which. not depending on any parti­
cular individual, can be established or c ontrolled 
by anyone. Like most short definitions of com­
plex concepts, this definition demands qualifica­
tion and elaboration. The:-e are .  for exampl e ,  
in dividual di:fere:1c es i n  pe:-c eption and communi­
cation. B�t rather than elaborate on these 
them es he:-e.  I will propose seven criteria for 
a1st1ngmsnmg science f:-om pseudoscienc e .  

Essentialiy, these c:-iteria are seven d!ff erent. 
though partially overlapping, ways of violating 
th e a bove d efinition of science.  Every instanc e  
o f  pseudoscience that I have enco-:1ntereci 
vi olates at least one of these seven c:::-iteria. 

One: P ersonal Authority. The :irst criterion is 
that c ertain people are credited with such great 
a bility to distinguish true and false that others 
should accept their verdicts .  Such authoritarian­
ism is common particuiarly in cultist pseudosci­
ence .  In most cases.  these "authorities" are men. 

One of the most extreme examples of this is 
the way Scientologists regard L. Ron Hubbard.  
For a S cientologist to question Hubbard' s  words 
is practically equivalent to leaving the movement. 

Other examples of personal authority are Maha­
rishi Mahesh Yogi in Transc endental Meditation, 
Guru Maharaj Ji in the Divine Light Mission. and 
Rudolf Steiner in Anthroposophy. Their followers 
b elieve these men speak unargua bie truth, 

whether or not these authorities can present 
arguments to support their contentions. 

Two: Lack of Repeatability. The second 
criterion is that unrepeatable exPeriments are 
tr':lsted. Since scientific knowledge is divorced 
fro m  individual perception, experiments must be 
repeatable by other experimenters. S cientists a1s o  

Sven Ove Hansson i s  a philosopher and author o f  a numoer o f  books. inclu dir.g two skeptical books on 
the paranormal. The English translation is by Sven Ove Hansson and W enciy M. Grossman. who together 
have also transiated his 1986 book, Mvsteries--ExPlainec. 
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demand that experiments be reported in full ,  that 
is, in detail adequate for others to be able to 
duplicate the experimental conditions. 

This principle is the same as that which 
applies to cooking. If I give you a recipe for 
muffins, and you follow the instructions but wind 
up taking floury lumps of dough out of the oven, 
you would probably feel dissatisfied if I told 
you, "Well, it worked last time I tried it, and 
that proves it works," or "It's your mental 
attitude--your negative vibratiOns destroy the 
muffins even if you do exactly what I do." 

But explanations like these are very common 
in pseudoscientific literature. Swedish engineer 
Olof Alexandersson provides one example of this 
in his book The Living Water when he claims 
that the Austrian eccentric Viktor Schauberger 
succeeded in constructing a perpetual motion 
machine in the 1930's. According to Alexander­
sson, Schauberger made a working ::nod el of an 
airplane engine that needed no external energy 
sources. The fact that no one has been able to 
repeat the experiment does not seem to disturb 
Alexandersson. In another example, Cleve Back­
ster "proved" with a lie detector that plants 
have feelings, but no one has since been able to 
duplicate his results. 

Similar examples abound in the field of para­
psychology, where there is a seemingly unending 
stream of experiments which yield positive re­
sults only in the hands of certain experimenters. 
This is in sharp contrast to studies of normal 
sensory phenomena carried out by experimental 
psychologists. Even subtle visual and auditory 
illusions can be verified by any experimenter who 
follows the appropriate proc edures. Given the 
evidence we now have, therefore, from a scien­
tific point of view we should accept these phe­
nomena, though not the alleged paranormal ones. 

Three: Biased Selection of Examples. The 
third criterion is that experiments are carried 
out on handpicked examples, even though random 
selection is possible. It is a common problem in 
scientific research that we want to study the 
characteristics of all objects or phenomena of a 
certain kind. but are limited to studying only a 
selection. How we make that selection is vital: if 
it is not random, the selection will reflect the 
personal choice of the investigator (exp erimenter 
bias). In the pursuit of consensus, random 
seiection is essential. 

This fallacy is, for example,  common to most 
of the authors who have sought to prove the 
validity of biorhythms. It is easy to find plenty 
of individual examples which, taken together, 
seem to confirm the special significances of 
every 23rd, 28th, and 33rd day after birth. But 
applying this method of selection to different­
length cycles, it would be just as easy to prove 
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that every 24th, 41st,  and 53rd day after birth 
is exc eptional--or any other days you like. 

Similar reasons mean that even those fringe 
practitioners who use completely ineffective 
methods of treatment can point to an impressive 
number of "suc cessfully treated" cases. Taken 
together. normal biological variation and wishful 
thinking are enough to convince any therapist-­
medically trained or otherwise--that his chosen 
treatment works. This effect can only be avoided 
by giVlng randomly selected groups different 
treatments. 

The essential characteristic of scientific medi­
cine, then, is that medicine only resorts to judg­
ing by experience when controlled studies are 
not available. Most fringe practitioners are happy 
to regard their "succ essful cases as proof 
enough that their treatments work. 

Four: Lack of Reality Testing. The fourth cri­
terion is that although it is perfectly possible, 
no attempt is made to test the theory against 
our own sensory experien c es (or, for the philoso­
phical realist, against reality). If you evade 
attempts to refute or confirm a theory by such 
methods, you make the theory a matter of per­
sonal faith. In contrast. the pubiic proc ess of 
critical debate and decisive experimentation is a 
prerequisite of scienc e. 

One example of this is t�e apparent unwilling­
ness of TM proponents to allow independent 
observers to test their claim to be able to 
levitate. A Danish ex-TM-teacher who left the 
movement has revealed that the photographs of 
levitating TMers which the movement uses to 
publicize their activities are fakes produc ed with 
the help of gymnastics equipment. Since TM 
teaches levitation techniques on a regular basis, 
one would think that there would be no lack of 
subjects available to demonstrate these tech­
niques. But TM representatives have been less 
than helpful. to say the least, to independent 
researchers interested in studying their methods. 

Five: Contradictory Evidence Ignored. The 
fifth criterion is that proponents c1a1m their 
theory is valid even though it contradicts reii­
abie, empirical evidence. Some of the most com­
mercially suc c essful pseudoscientific writers 
:erovide us with numerous examples of this prin­
ciple.  Charles Berlitz's Bermuda Triangle theory, 
for example, has been conscientiously examined 
by Larry Kusche,  who showed it to be based 
entirely on misinformation. Erich von Daniken's 
books, too.  abound 
demonstrably false. 
Daniken has altered 
factual criticism. 

in statements wn1cn are 
Neither Berlitz nor von 

his theory in the light of 

The science shelves of many bookshops are 
dominated by unreliable literature like that pro­
mulgated by Beriitz and von Daniken. This is sad 
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but not surprising in the light o f  the different 
approaches taken to pubiication by scientists and 
pseudoscientists. S cientists, who submit their 
theories to the process of peer review for accep­
tance ,  generally publish their work in reputable 
iournais and monograph series, which are general­
ly unavailable to the public.  These prestigious 
journals demand ac curacy and reVIsion in the 
light of new evidence,  and are therefore closed 
to the pseudoscientists. These flock instead to 
the general book market, where what counts is a 
book's appeal to the general public.  Here they 
rely on sensationalism. rather than ac curacy, to 
guarantee their books' suc c ess. 

Six: Refutation Not Accepted. The sixth crite­
rion is that experimental results are accepted 
as confirmation--but not as refutation, so that 
testing the theory becomes a matter of ' either I 
win or it was not conclusive. '  To take a simple 
example of this kind of thinking, let us supoose 
that I have proposed a theory that zinc acceler­
ates the growth of roses. Let us also suppose 
that you have decided to test this theory with 
one hundred plants divided into two groups of 
50: one with zinc added to the soil. one without. 

If the plants in the zinc-impregnated soil grow 
faster, I would certainly say this confirmed my 
theory. You would probably accept that. However 
if the zinc-fed plants grew less than or the same 
amount as the others, you would probably expect 
me to accept that as evidence c ontradicting my 
theory. You would probably also think it unfair 
of me if I allowed only one of the possible re­
sults to affect my appraisal of my theory. De­
manding that a theory b e  tested only under con­
ditions that exclude negative results is another 
way of protecting oneself from others' argu­
ments; it is precisely these arguments that one 
must fac e  in the search for c onsensus knowledge. 

This type of built-in subterfuge is visible in 
many of the most c ommon pseudoscientific theo­
ries. If an astrologer's prophecies come true,  a 
new triumph for horoscope-casting is proclaimed. 
If the prophecy fails , astrologers explain it away 
by saying that the stars only give "tendencies" 
and never tell us what the future will be.  If 
water is found where a dowser recommended 
sinking a well. this is taken as proof of his 
powers. If no water · is found there, you .iust 
didn't  dig deep enough. If a patient recovers af­
ter he has been treated by a faith-healer, the 
healer claims this is new proof of his particular 
relationship with the Highest. If the patient dies 
through lack of medical c are, c ountless explana­
tions c an be found, all of which have in common 
that those who promise miracles are blameless. 

S even: Lack of Replac ement. The seventh cri­
terion is that the theory displa c es other tenable 
theories while offering no replac ement for them. 
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This means that we lose some ability to describe 
accurately and predict phenomena; this is at 
direct varianc e  with our common striving to 
enlarge our body of knowledge . 

Immanuei Velikovsky' s  c elestial speculations 
are a good example of this principle. Carl Sagan 
has thoroughly demonstrated that his theory is 
incompatible with fundamental physical theories. 
But V elikovsky offers us no alternatives to the 
mechanics with whic h  his theories conflict. Ac­
ceptanc e of his theories therefore means renoun­
cing the coherent description we have of such 
diverse phenomena as the movements of c elestial 
bodies and the c entrifugal forc e  we use in wash­
ing machines .  This i s  a high price t o  pay for a 
theory whose only contribution to our ability to 
explain the world we live in is a shaky allegation 
of c ommon sources for ancient narratives . 

To cite another example, one of the tenets of 
Scientology is that your personality has been 
vitally affected by words uttered in your pre­
sence when you were still in embryo, even during 
the very first weeks after conception. Accepting 
this theory makes it necessary for us to relin­
quish our present explanations of the mechanism 
of hearing (namely,  that we hear with our ears, 
which are not yet developed at that stage), of 
memory (that it is loc ated in the brain. also not 
yet developed),  and of the acquisition of lan­
guage (that it takes place after birth).  We gain 
nothing by the exchange, for S cientology explains 
no human behavior for which we do not already 
have an explanation through conventional biology 
and psychology .  S imilarly, if we replac e  evolu­
tionary theory with creationism. we lose the 
coherent biologi c al and geological knowledge we 
have gained from the former and fL."'ld ourselves 
facing a disconnected heap of facts . 

I have endeavored to construct these seven 
criteria so that only clear cases of pseudo­
science are rejected. Still it may be reasonable 
to ask: is there a risk that, using these criteria, 
we may dismiss new knowledge or new theories 
that we ought instead to accept? 

My answer to this question is that we do not 
risk discarding true and well-founded assertions 
by using these criteria. Naturally, there is no 
guarante e  that we would not fail to accept some 
true statements if they are insufficiently or fal­
laciously supported. Such cases will only come to 
light later when adequate evidence becomes avai­
lable. At that time they, too, can be accepted. 

I began by defining s cien c e  as a process. It 
is the nature of S cience to be an unending 
quest, just as it is the nature of Art never to 
be perfect. S eeking to understand the world we 
live in. searching for better knowledge; these are 
part of human nature. S cience--rather than feeble 
imitations of it--should be available to everyone. 
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Toby �Howard 's PSYCHIC DIARY 
Psvchic News , the principal voice for enthusi­

asts of the paranormal in the UK. has,  like most 
periodicals , its own style and feel. Certain topics 
appear regularly: ext:-emist Christian groups t:-y 
to ban psychic fairs , a family doctor endorses 
spirit healing, a medium presents incontrovertible 
survival evidenc e ,  and so on. But one particular 
feature I find intriguing is the emphasis pla c ed 
on having famous p eople attest to the reality of 
the paranormal. If even a minor celebrity or 
media p erson expresses a positive interest in 
some asp e c t  of the paranormal, we get grinning 
PR shots and b anner headlines like "TV pre­
senter praises his seance evidenc e , "  "Spirit heal­
er wins local election for the Tories , "  or "We 
are all psychi c ,  s ays ' Crossroads ' star . "  (And look 
what happened to ' Crossroads ' . )  It strikes me as 
odd that these continual reinforcements are felt 
nec essary, although I suspect one reason is that 
relatively few of those interested in the paranor­
mal actually have solid experienc es of their own 
to go on. Or if they do, it must be good to 
know that c elebrities do. too .  But onc e in a 
while ther e ' s  a story that sets the alarm bells 
ringing. In the April 30th issue there was an 
item on Psychic Surgery. Extensive coverage was 
given once again to the psychic surgeons of the 
Philippines. It was a very dangerous artic�e.  not 
because it was aimost completely uncritical.  but 
because of tl'le style in which :t was written .  
There was n o  mention of the checkereci history 
of t�e Philippino psychic su:-gery :nerch.ants. nor 
that some have been exposeci as c.iumsy conjur­
ers . On the c ontrary, a number of "operations" 
were reported, all with the expecteci style . In 
one,  the h ealer claimed to remove fluid from a 
woman's  aodomen: "He rubbed the woman' s  abdo­
men with fluid. ana it changed colour. First it 
was colourless,  and then yellow-brown. He mas­
saged this into the stomach. and then scooped it 
away with a spoon. ;. In others, teeth are remov­
ed without anaetheti c  using dental pliers washed 
under a tap, and tumours excised bloodlessly.  
The testimony is that of Robert Dare, who runs 
his Natural Healing C entre in Middlesex, and who 
practises a cupuncture, hypnosis and psychother­
apy. It  is disturbing to know that Mr Dare is 
planning to r eturn to the Philippines, taking one 
of his own p atients for treatment. 

If you saw something describeci as "a new 
development in self-knowledge and lifestyle plan­
ning, '' what would spring to mina? A Filofax, per­
haps? How p asse .  Today's New Ager needs more 
than that! For a "Pendulum Dowsing Profile "  
you ' ll n e e d  £ 10 to have a "highly trained" dowser 
waggle a s election of ?endulums with you in 
m1n<1, talnng readings from the twenty-eight 
psycho-spiritual c at egories. The service is offered 
by the S ensonics Association of Oswestry, Shrop-

shire,  and all they :-equire is a hair sample . . . ! 
hope to have more to report in the next issue. 

Summer is nearly here, and President Travel 
of Manchester has two holidays aimed at para­
normalists. The first is a tour of Lancashire and 
Yorkshire taking in "haunted" houses and "myster­
ious " sites. The tour publicity states unequivocal­
ly that ghosts have b e en seen in these places 
and are likely to b e  seen again, but includes the 
expected disclaimer in case the vibes aren't  
right. Even the cost is spooky--£666. Alternative­
ly, they offer a Warwickshire psychic weekend of 
palmistry, c1a1rvoyanc e .  mediumship , astrology, 
and tarot. Talk will b e  given by p eo ple with 
names like Tabitha and Krystyna.  Perhaps there's  
an enterprising skeptic out there with £ 95 to 
spare.  

They are watching, guiding, and caring! They 
are a rac e  of leonine b eings living on another 
planet in another dimension of time! Their telepa­
thic revlations will provide a "New Intercosmic 
Philosophy for the Third Millennium ! "  They are . . .  
T H E  LION P EOPLE! Details are in a new book 
by Murray Hope. 

1988 is UK Astrology year. and aiso the tnir­
tieth birthday of the Astrological Association. 
The AA is c�rrently trying to find an MP to 
sponsor a Private Member' s  Bill to make it man­
datory to :-ecord the exact time at which birth 
o ccurs . David Fisher. head of the AA 's data sec­
tion. suggests that the introduction of such a 
measure would be an " especially useful expres­
sion of the Saturn-Uranus conjunction. " 

As we've often said in these pages, give an 
old paranormal favourite a technological ring and 
you' re often onto a winner. Computers are now 
�ssential to the business-minded commercial astro­
loger. The magazines are full of offers for de­
tails charts generated by computers . But now 
astrology has a "new, technologically and psycho­
logi cally mature form" called ASTRO*CARTO*­
GRAPHY. This is a method of producing, by com­
puter, a map of your geographical power zones.  
These are ,  of c ourse .  locations where you c an 
find "su c cess,' love, fun, employment or any other 
p otential . "  To get your own personal power-map,  
you provide your birth details and, I suspect 
more relevantly, £9.95 .  

T h e  t estimonials that almost always accompa­
ny advertisements for clairvoyants, palmists. and 
the like are often unintentionally hilarious. In 
praise of "Aqua",  Mr R. of London SW17 writes 
"I was astonished when you said that I would 
have something stolen and returned. On leaving, 
my c ar was gone! I got it back that night from 
Norbury P olic e .  Congratulations . "  

I ' ll c onclude with this question. Which Israeli 
c onjurer ' s  yacht is called "The Paranormal"? No 
answers on postcards. pleas e. 
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REVI EWS 

CON FERENCES 

ASSUMING RANDI'S MANTLE 

Michael Heap 

Peter Casson, appearing at S heffield City Hall, 
Feb 14 1988. 

I recently went to see a performanc e  by a 
stage hypnotist in Sheffield.  The theme of his 
show was the supernatural. . and the posters 
outside informed us that we would be witness to 
e x p e r i m e n t s  p e r f o r m e d  ' u n d e r  l a b o r a t o r y  
conditions ' .  The show was billed a s  part o f  ' a  
National S cientific Investigation into the 
supernatural, with full documentation for 
academic research. ' ( 1 )  

My wife and I saw this particular stage 
hypnotist do a show in Canterbury over a couple 
of years ago without the supernatural element. 
Before the performance ,  we purchased his 
brochure. From the information contained therein 
it was evident that we were about to be 
entertained by no ordinary p erson: 'Peter Casson, 
Hypnotist and Psychologist' .  In the section on his 
life story, we are informed of his exploits and 
accomplishments as a boy s cout. We also read 
that his training in psychology was at the age of 
15 when he attended psychology classes at night 
school with a Mr Baggott. A publication from 
Cairo is quoted as stating that Mr Casson was ' a  
lecturer i n  t h e  fundamentals o f  electricity and 
other scientific subjects ' at the age of 14 and a 
half years, 'and later disc ov ered he was psychic ' .  
Other achievements in the extensive c atalogue 
include 'the First Measure of the results of 
Hypnotic Activity using scientific instruments ' in 
1 98 1 .  There is also a photograph of Mr Casson 
with some people in a swimming pool, 
demonstrating ' the treatment that he invented for 
a disease he discovered and named Aquaphobia' .  
I am not sure if this has anything t o  d o  with 
hydrophobia. Perhaps Mr Casson wishes to 
demonstrate his knowledge of both Greek and 
Latin. On the last page we read how Mr Casson 
has suc ceeded in his purpose in life 'to get 
Hypnosis accepted both as a scientific subject 
and medically' . 

Mr Casson is also Chairman of the Federation 
of Ethical Stage Hypnotists . In their binding 
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Code of Practice are the rules that 'No age 
regression shall ever be attempted'  and 'No 
suggestion shall be given to any subject of the 
ingestion of any noxious substance'  (2 ) .  There is 
in fact a Hypnotism Act ( 1952 ) , which, among 
other things, prohibits the use of hypnosis for 
entertainment purposes on p eople who have not 
attained the age of twenty-one years; the Family 
Reform Act ( 1 969 ) lowered the age of consent to 
18 years. (3). Indeed, some hold that stage 
hypnotism should be outlawed entirely; in fact it 
is in some countries. I am not so enthusiastic.  
The audienc es in Canterbury and Sheffield were 
clearly having a good time, and laws infringing 
on people' s  enjoyment should not be rushed into 
lightly. 

Anyhow, back to Mr Casson 's researches into 
the supernatural. These appear to have caused 
some consternation amongst religious circles in 
recent years. In Shrewsbury, a group of baptists, 
worried by Mr Casson's ' dabbling with the 
occult ' ,  held a vigil outside his show at the 
Music Hall 'to pray for the safety of the 
audienc e ' .  At one point in his performanc e they 
succ eeded in having their hymns heard in the 
auditorium(4) .  Further north, in Haslingden, where 
a similar extra-mural gathering was held, the 
temporary silencing of Mr Casson' s microphone 
was interpreted by lay preacher Mr Ian Pickup 
as a divine intervention. ' Often when God works, 
He just does little things like that to show He 
has control of the situation' explained Mr 
Pickup(5) .  

N o  such excitement attended Mr Casson' s  
S heffield performance,  but, to b e  sure,  he had 
plenty of problems with his equipment. An act in 
which a lady c alled Ruth was photographed to 
asc ertain if her thought contents also appeared 
on the print went awry, seemingly through the 
fault of the volunteer photographer. This was 
passed off with good humour by Mr Casson, who 
explained that it was not intended to be a 
serious demonstration. 

The performanc e  opened in darkness with 
some eerie music ; then we beheld Mr Casson, the 
experimenter, in a blac k  cloak, wearing on his 
forehead a pair of red horns which promptly fell 
off. He began by informing us that he had been 
studying the supernatural for many years. He 
showed us some lantern slides depicting various 
so-called supernatural o ccurrences and declared 
himself unconvinced. He revealed to us a metal 
bar in a sealed transparent tube and challenged 
anyone to bend it in the manner of Mr Geller, 
with the promise of exotic rewards. Before 
s electing his volunteers, Mr Casson explained 
that people under the age of 18 years were not 
p ermitted to take part in any of the hypnotic 
demonstrations, confirming what was stated in his 
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brochure. Then followed the 'experiments'. Ten 
people were hypnotised on stage, re-alerted, and 
asked to guess which of five Zener cards an 
off-stage volunteer was studying. There was a 
sequence of ten such cards, so the odds were 
that two would be correctly guessed by chance, 
assuming a truly random sequence. Mr Casson 
revealed that in one of his shows someone 
obtained a score of six correct. A second 
'experiment' involved the volunteers' guessing the 
nature of ten hidden photographs obtained from a 
newspaper from another part of the country. 
Ruth then had her photograph taken, or not, as 
it turned out. 

After the interval the results were announced. 
Correct guesses for the Zener cards ranged from 
1 to 4 and provided yet more support for the 
laws of probability. But the conjectures as to 
the identities of the ten photographs seemed 
surprisingly inept ( 3 . 5  being the highest score) if 
my knowledge of the typical contents of a local 
newspaper is any indication. Mr Casson said that 
these results are available for psychologists at 
universities. Let's hope they don't all rush at 
once. 

A forked twig and a pair of dowsing rods 
were then produced. Three volunteers from the 
original ten were hypnotised, re-alerted, and then 
instructed to ascertain, using the aformentioned 
impiements, which of 5 containers was full of 
water. Somewhat bemused, they pottered about 
the stage while the audience fell about. 
Mterwards they were asked in turn which was 
the filled container. One of them was correct. 

Regressions followed. Ruth was regressed 
through various ages down to six years and we 
observed samples of her signature on the way. 
All ten subjects were then asked to regress to a 
previous life. Not all did so. Ruth said she was 
imprisoned in a dark dungeon but didn't know 
where, when, or why. The audience hooted with 
delight. Ruth did not look happy. Finally, it was 
suggested that all ten volunteers were on a 
holiday island, quenching their thirst with their 
favourite alcoholic beverage, free in unlimited 
quantities. Ruth said she felt dizzy and was 
allowed to sit down. Some of the volunteers 
appeared to become totally inebriated. The 
audience was ecstatic . After more hilarity our 
hero announced that he intends to write a book 
on the supernatural and the show concluded with 
a brief snatch of the ' 1812 Overture'. 

Well! What is there to say? In his interview 
with the Sheffield Star, Mr Casson is asked what 
he thinks of Doris Stokes. 'What she was 
doing--well shall we use the word "bogus"?' he 
replies. Poor Doris! I wonder what she would 
have to say about Mr Casson. Who knows, she 
might be telling us at this very moment! 

21 

References 

1. The Sheffield Star, Feb. 1988. 
2. 'The Problems of Stage Hypnotism,' D. 

W a x m a n  i n  Hypn o s i s ,  C u r r e n t  C l i n i c al. 
ExPerimental and Forensic Practices, Ed. M. 
Heap, Croom Helm, London 1988. 

3 .  Hypnotism Act, 1952. An Act to regulate 
the demonstration of hypnotic phenomena for 
purposes of public entertainment. 15 & 16 Geo 6 
& 1 Eliz.2. Chapter 46; London, H.M.S.O. 

4. The Shrewsbury Chronicle, date unknown. 
5. The Rossendale Free Press, date unknown. 

Dr Michael Heap · is Principal Clinical 
Psychologist at Middlewood Hospital, Sheffield, a 
lecturer in psychology at the University of 
Sheffield, and Honorary Secretary of the British 
Society for Experimental and Clinical Hyonosis 

Editor's note: Peter Casson attended the CSICOP 
London Conference in June, 1985 . I know, 
because he sat next to me at the dinner, at the 
same table with James Randi and Ray Hyman. 
During the course of the meal, he told me that 
he was the only hypnotist who had been able to 
produce a medically verifiable hypnotic trance. 

Casson' s show was written up in the Sheffield 
Star, under the headline "Geller 'a fake-- ' 
hypnotist." According to the article, Casson 
challenged anyone believing "they have psychic 
powers unlocked by Geller" to " ... come to my 
show and have a go at bending a thin brass rod 
by psychic means. 

"If they succeed I promise to take them 
around the world and make them rich and 
famous." 

And possibly a target for the KGB? --wg 

MYSTERIES OF THE PENNINES 

Chris Wright 

"Mysteries of the Pennines,"  a day of illustrated 
lectures, held at the Library Theatre, Sheffield, 
on 26 March, 1988. Organised by the Northern 
Earth Mysteries Group. 

The five speakers covered topics as diverse 
as UFOs, ghosts, legends, and traditions, earth 
mysteries, etc. There was also a bookstall seiling 
a variety of books and publications dealing with 
the mysteries of the Pennines and the paranormal 
in general, together with a number of books on 
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legends and folk tales. 
The first speaker was Rob Wilson, co-author 

with David Clarke of Strange Sheffield, a study 
of the mysteries and legends of Hallamshire. He 
is also the joint editor of Northern Earth 
Mysteries magazine. 

He gave an interesting talk, the main theme 
of which was the legends of the Sheffield area 
(a subject of which I know nothing). Running 
through his talk were the ideas of "ley" lines 
and astronomical alignments of stone circles; 
churches, and burial mounds. On these points I 
was far from convinced about the correctness of 
his theories. As far as I am aware, statistical 
analysis of these phenomena leadds to the 
conclusion that there is no genuine attempt to 
place mounds, circles, etc., in any particular 
location for any reason other than convenience. 
Thus any apparent straight alignment of such 
places is by chance alone. 

As to the astronomical layout of standing 
stones and natural features of the landscape on 
the horizon to mark the rising/ setting of the 
moon at "the major or minor lunar standstill" and 
other such alignments, again, I was a little 
uneasy. After all, if you allow any astronomical 
alignment of any heavenly body at � time of 
the year or decade, then you would be very 
unlucky if nothing at all lined up with your 
stones, no matter where you put them down. 

After the lunch break, David Clarke and Andy 
Roberts gave a joint talk, called "Spooklights of 
the Pennines." David Clarke is co-author of 
Strange Sheffield, and also joint editor of 
Northern Earth Mysteries. He has published his 
own work on UFOs, together with Granville 
Oldroyd, called Spooklights. Andy Roberts is a 
UFOlogist and editor of the magazine UFO 
Brigantia. 

Messrs. Clarke and Roberts seem to be firm 
supporters of the idea of a natural terrestrial 
origina for UFOs--possibly plasma jets formed by 
the stresses in the earth along fault lines in the 
outer crust, or electromagnetic radiation in a 
new or unusual form. They don't appear to be 
very keen on the extraterrestrial hypothesis. 

Terence Whitaker came next with "Ghosts of 
the Pennines." Mr Whitaker has written two 
best-selling books dealing with the ghosts and 
legends of the north of England. He is a 
professional writer and broadcaster, having had 
his own TV series on the BBC. His talk (which 
was often amusing) was about haunted houses in 
the north of England together with case histories 
of people who claim to have seen ghosts in or 
around them. If the things happened the way the 
people say they did, it seems they must have 
had a very frightening experience, whatever your 
thoughts about ghosts and hauntings. 

The British & Irish Skeptic 

Mr Whitaker' s  own house is associated with 
the ghost of an old lady, who is said to arrive 
at his front door in a coach and then walk in. 
The ghost was said to come regularly, but in all 
the years he's lived there, he's  seen nothing-­
perhaps there's a moral in that somewhere. I 
enjoyed his talk very much. 

I suppose the highlight of the day was the 
final talk of the afternoon session, as this was 
given by Jenny Randles, the well-known writer of 
UFO books. Her main subject was the Pennine 
UFO mystery, that is, the sightings and abduction 
stories of this area; although she covered UFO 
themes world-wide as introduction and background 
information. As you would expect, her talk was 
very professionally done and most interesting, 
covering as it did the spectrum of UFO origin 
theory. 

However. at the end of her talk I was unsure 
just which theory she subscribed to herself, as 
she didn't "push" any of them as being the more 
likely in her view. But, to be· fair to her, she 
only had an hour to talk to an audience whose 
knowledge of the subject ranged from profound 
to total ignorance. And, as she said: in the 
absence of any hard evidence one way or the 
other, "you pays your money and takes your 
choice." 

All in all, it was a very successful day with 
a good turnout by the audience, who I'm sure 
must have found something to interest them. 
Unfortunately, none of the speakers could shed 
any light on my particular interest: why do 
designers of theatre seats that have to be sat 
on all day make them such that they will only 
fit a misshapen dwarf? 

Chris Wright works as a research technician in 
the Department of Chemical Engineering and Fuel 
Technology at Sheffield University. 

MEDIA · 

THE UNDOING OF A PARAPSYCHOLOGIST 

Steuart Camp bell 

'Antenna', BBC2. 8.10 pm, 16 March 1988. 

One of the subjects dealt with in this science 
programme was the conversion to scepticism of 
Dr Sue Blackmore, Parapsychologist at Bristol 
University. She became interested in para­
psychology after experiencing the 'tunnel of 
light' and what is called the 'out-of-body­
experience' (OOBE). This led to a great interest 
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in Tarot cards and the conviction that they 
predicted the future and described personality. 
She even developed a theory of psi; we all share 
a collective memory and E S P  is a tapping of this 
common resource. 

However, she was puzzled by the fact that 

she could find no evidence of ESP in her own 

experiments (ignoring Tarot).  Psychologist Dr 

Dick Bierman of the University of Amsterdam 

pmnt:ea to the experimenter effect (without 

drawing any conclusions) and parapsychologist Dr 

Serena Roney Dougal of Glastonbury described 

Blackmore as a ' bad experimenter' .  After 

studying the apparently succ essful experiments of 

Car! Sargent, she implied that he cheated! 

Finally, she asked herself whether or not the 
experimenter's own attitude affects the results 
of the experiments. To test this hypothesis, she 
conducted experiments on the Tarot cards (in 
which she did believe). To eliminate her own 
influence, she arranged for someone else to 
interview the subject, while she analysed the 
results. The result was a failure to repeat the 
suc cess achieved when she conducted the 
interviews. Clearly she had been influencing the 
result without realizing that she had done so. 
Her conclusion was that from now on 
parapsychology would have to do without psi. 
Further experiments showed that people who 
believe in ESP are more likely to think that they 
can control chance experiments. 

Blackmore predicted that although all strange 
experienc es will be explained, no psi effect will 
ever be found. 

Steuart Campbell is a scienc e writer living in 

Edinburgh, and a frequent contributor to the 

B&IS 

Editor's note: Dr Susan Blackmore's experiences 

looking for psi are entertainingly recounted in 

her book The Adventures of a Parapsychologist, 

published by Prometheus Books and reviewed in 

B&IS I . 2 .  She has rec ently been named a Fellow 

of CSICOP. --wg 

BOOKS 
THE SPECULATIVE INQUIRER 

Wendy M. Grossman 

Isaac Asimov, The Roving Mind . Originally 

published by Prometheus Books, 1983. Reprinted 

Oxford University Press, 1987. 348 pP . £5. 95. 
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Isaac Asimov has always been able to write 
entertainingly about anything, even subjects 
which in the hands of other writers are, if not 
dull, at least difficult and abstruse.  In this 
collection of essays, he speculates about the 
future of scienc e, technology, and our planet, 
argues over and over again for lowering the 
birth rate to c ontrol population, examines the 
consequences of Reagan' s  philosophy, argues that 
science and technology go hand in hand, retails 
ms difficulties in learning to work a word 
proc essor (two of the funniest pieces in the 
book),  and sidesteps to examine the brillianc e  in 
chemistry Sir Arthur Conan Doyle attributed to 
Sherlock Holmes (highly inac curately, he says. )  

Dedicated to CSICOP, of which Asimov i s  a 
Founding Fellow, the book covers all these 
subjects with the same imagination and detail 
Asimov brings to his scienc e fiction. In one 
essay, for example, Asimov describes vividly the 
sights to be seen in the skies of Jupiter 's  four 
Galilean satellites ( black sky, even in the 
daytime ,  huge orange-and-red-striped Jupiter, with 
the other three satellites wheeling around it, 
dominating everything).  In another,  Asimov specu­
lates on the future of collecting, surmising that 
in the future, after they have been superseded, 
credit cards may prove to be highly collectible 
items. Asimov' s  vision of th e future may not ap­
peal to everyone--if you like travelling, for ex­
ample, you may be surprised how willing he is to 
assume people will want to find ways to avoid it. 

The diversity of the pieces reflects the 
diversity of the publications they were originally 
written for: the New York Times, the Franklin 
Mint Almanac ,  TV Guide, S cience Digest, and 
even the Christian Scienc e Monitor, all between 
1973 and 1982. Inevitably, Asimov makes some of 
the same points over and over again for his 
different outlets. The book begins, for example , 
with two pieces on creationism. one originally 
written for the New York Times Magazine, and 
the other for Penthouse .  Asimov approaches the 
same ideas differently for a different readership; 
reading the two pie c es together is exc ellent 
instruction in how to tailor violent and possibly 
unpopular opinions to one' s  audience.  

· Altogether, the book is entertaining and 
imaginative ,  and a cogent defense of scien c e  
education. Give Asimov the last word, from his 
final essay, about his father, who asked where 
Asimov had learned all his science and reacted 
with surprise when told it was from him: . . .  you 

taught me to value learning. That' s  all that 
counts. All thes� things are just details. " 

Wendy M. Grossman is editor and founder of the 
British & Irish SkePtic . 
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LETTERS 
UFOs 

Hilary Evans replies to Steuart 
Campbell's review (B&IS II . 2 ) :  

I do not like replying to 
reviewers of my books, but in 
the case of UFOs 194 7-1987 I 
was simply its Editor, and I 
feel I owe it to its forty-or-so 
contributors to question, on 
their behalf, some of Steuart 
Campbell 's  comments. 

Some of his statements are.  
indeed. not open to question: 
for instance. that Danish contri­
butor Hansen doesn 't  include a 
single Danish case.  Turn to 
page 72,  however, and you 'll 
find the Maarup case, which is 
Danish; Hansen also includes 
cases from neighboring Norway 
and Sweden, with whose organi­
sations SUFOI collaborates . 

It is also an error that 
'most of the contributions are 
unoriginal accounts . . .  often from 
secondary sources. Virtually 
every item was written specifi­
cally for this publication; the 
exception is Jacques Vallee'  s 
piece,  which I included because 
it appeared in a very hard-to­
come-by scientific publication, 
and I thought it deserved a 
wider readership.  

Many of Campbell' s com­
ments are mis-directed because 
he retains the popular usage of 
the term 'UFO ' as equivalent to 
'alien spacecraft ' ,  whereas most 
of my contributors--like most 
s e r i o u s  U F O  r e s e a r c h e r s  
nowadays--do not make this , or 
indeed any other assumpuon. 
Among my personal acquain­
tance,  I know of scarcely one 
serious ufologist who takes this 
as the basis of his/her 
research. It is simply one 
option among many; and for 
most of us, it is an opuon that 
we do not rate very highly--to 
put it mildly! 

I suppose it is understand­
able that, writing for this maga­
zine, Campbell should harp on 

the 'skeptic versus believer' 
angle. Most of the contributors . 
however, as a reading of the 
book makes clear, regard them­
selves as neither one nor the 
other. they stand in no en­
trenched positions, and merely 
seek to learn what is the truth 
behind what people report. 
Campbeil quotes my critical 
comment on Klass ; he does not 
mention that every one of 
Klass ' s  books is listed in the 
bibliography as ' essential". 

Campbell attributes to me a 
'preoccupation with the myster­
ious' ,  which I suspect he does 
not intend as a compliment--yet 
I will take it so; for, yes , I am 
indeed passionately preoc cupied 
with the mystery of what is 
really happening when someone 
claims to see a statue of the 
Virgin weep, or to be possessed 
by the Devil. or to have been 
abducted aboard an alien spac e­
snip . I fail to see how my own 
interest in these �atters differs 
from that of. say, Phil Klass . o� 
Denys Parsons. or Campbell him­
self, all of whom I regard as 
f e l l o w - s e a r c h e r s  i n t o  t h e s e  
mysterious matters. 

Campbell. however. would 
perhaps argue that there is a 
differenc e--my alleged 'antago­
nism to science. ' Heaven knows 
where he got this idea, but I 

suppose it is because I have on 
occasion spoken out against bad 
science, and defective science,  
and negligent science.  But so, I 
hope ,  would any reader of these 
pages. Or perhaps it is because 
I .  along with most of my contri­
butors. lack scientific qualifica­
tions. If so. he is, of course,  
quite correct: 
most of us. 

we are amateurs, 
But is those who 

are scientifically qualified won't 
examine the UFO question, we 
who are not--and that includes 
Phil Klass as much as it does 
me--must do the best we can. 

Hence this book. I won't dis­
pute Camp bell ' s  right to disap­
prove of it: but when more than 
three dozen researchers have 
collaborated to present a 
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serious counterbalance to the 
usual sensational writings on 
the UFO subject (doing so, like 
the editors, for no financial 
reward) they deserve something 
better in your columns . Your 
readers should not be discour­
aged by Campbell' s  comments 
from obtaining as balance<i and 
comprehensive an account of 
the UFO phenomenon as may be 
found anywhere. 

NONEIN BOARD 

TEST REPORT 

Redge Lewis supplies the first 
complete test report of the 
Nonein Board: 

The usual team of qualified 
testers assembled early on the 
day of the Harmonic Conver­
gence in order to take advan­
tage of all possible auguries. To 
guard against failure of com­
munications we took with us the 
deep-frozen entrails of a turkey, 
it being considereci that those 
of a chicken might not have 
e n o u g h e c t o p l a s m  i n  a n  
emergency. 

It is difficult to convey to a 
�eader who has not been privi­
leged to inspect the prototype 
exactly what it looks like or 
how it may be expected to per­
form. We should make it clear 
that none of us had ever seen 
anything like it and are at a 
loss for words to provide an 
a d e q u a t e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  T h e  
nearest we can get is "some­
thi;lg like a piank on a central 
pivot which enables it to rise, 
dip,  and twist. "  

T h e  manufacturer' s  handbook 
recommends that for best re­
sults it should be used on a full 
stomach in total darkness and 
conditions of maximum baro­
metric pressure .  So the test 
venue decided upon was a cave 
located ciose to the Lost Land 
of Cockaigne in the heart of 
the Pyrenees near Esterri di 
Aneo with its excellent Inn. Our 
or1er was to make it clear 
exactly what the NONEIN Board 
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does. Notwithstanding c ertain 
difficulties (as we were working 
in total darkness , which made it 
impossible to s e e  either the 
handbook or the Board) we 
were able to pla c e  it (The 
Large Deluxe Model) in the 
c entre of a ring of 26 vertical 
stones, each marked with a 
letter of the alphabet. 

[ Editor's note:  there follows 
a lengthy description of the 
meal they had at the Inn, which 
we have cut for reasons of 
spac e .  Those wishing to dupli­
cate the test conditions exactly 
may write for a copy of the 
original report. ] 

Prepared with full stomachs 
(the meal and final drinks had 
induced a delightful feeling of 
goodwill and oneness with the 
Cosmos) ,  the party of testers 
returned to the cave, which was 
rediscovered with some diffi­
culty. The member of the party 
(who shall be nameless) who had 
eaten the most by a peculiar 
coincidenc e was also the largest 
and heaviest of those present, 
so he was invited to take posi­
tion at one end of the Board 
and told to be quiet and still . 
Apart from an occasional smoth­
ered belch and a slight shaking 
of the Board, he obeyed 
i n s t r u c t i o n s . T w o  s m a l l e r  
members of the party then 
placed themselves at the other 
end. Gravity took over ana the 
Board behaved like--yes ,  like a 
seesaw. So the first part of the 
description, that of the inex­
haustible sourc e of free power, 
was proved true.  Gravity did its 
stuff, and provided unlimited 
free movement. In order to 
ensure the impossibility of 
trickery, clockwork, or electric 
power from some hiaden sourc e  
misleading us, we tested the 
equipment for some time under 
c ontrolled conditions, changing 
the positions of the p ersonnel 
involved until all were satisfied 
there was a distinct u p  and 
d o w n  m o t i o n .  T h i s  w a s  
confirmed by thos e  who had had 
more than one glass each of 

wine ,  to say nothing of the 
final drink , which was delicious, 
dangerous , and reminisc ent of 
Armagnac .  

It was then easy t o  move 
the plank clockwise or anti­
clockwise around the stone 
circle, but as it was dark we 
couldn' t  record the letters oppo­
site which the Board paused. 
However, we did get some 
resuits. 

The first s eries of messages 
was not entirely unexpe cted, 
and were verbaL I must admit 
that when we started the test, 
before serious reportage took 
over, there was a c ertain 
amount of joie de vivre, ana 
p eople stationed themselves 1n 
the dark around the circle of 
stones waiting for the Board to 
pass them so they could give it 
a whac k  and a bit of a shove 
up or down as the fancy took 
them. The fat man was oemg 
madly s ent on his erratic way--a 
graphic representation of his 
path would look like a random 
sine wave of varying frequency 
and amplitude. And ail in the 
dark. You can now see how 
imp ortant it was to obey the 
explicit worKmg instructions-­
especiaily those stipulating the 
nec essity of tesung being 
carried out on a full stomach 
for positive results . 

So it 's  not really surpr1s1ng 
that our fat man started to yell 
STOP STOP. Naturally, we 
speeded everything up , and it 
was some tim e  before we who 
were on the perimeter of the 
stone circle made out the 
message,  which was now coming 
through loud ana clear. I can ' t  
speak for fat man, but as far 
as the rest of us were con­
cerned. we wrote this experi­
ment off as a trial run, and 
didn't  regard it as a psychic 
experience.  We then calmed 
down a bit.  and what with the 
lunch and a bit of laughter and 
some light on the scene, the 
gam e  was playea properly, su b­
ject to minor hiccups , with the 
foilowing results . 
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It will be appreciatea that 
as the m essages were spelt out 
letter by letter, the tests took 
some time to record and 

1 ' 
COID?lete .  

F:rst series:  OUIJA NON 
Stop . �ONEIN OUI Stop (etc . .  
a ci  naus eurn ) .  

S e c onci s er:es:  NOT A BAD 
LUNCH Stop A JOLLY GOOD 
L U N C H  S t o p  E N J O Y A B L E  
LUNCH I THOUGHT Stop ARE 
WE STAYING FOR LL�CH 
TOMORROW Stop WONDER 
WHAT' S FOR DI�"'NER TONIGHT 
Stop HOW LONG ARE WE 
STAYING HERE Stop WHAT 
WAS THE NAM E  OF THAT 
LAS T  DRINK Stop 

As we were about to start 
:-ec ording the third series the 
fat man fell off and the central 
pivot iammea. So remembering 
how time-consuming the elucida­
tion of these :::nessages was . to 
say nothing of the questionable 
value of the results so far 
obtained and the psychic vera­
city b eing open to doubt, it was 
decided that the experiment 
should stop for the day. 

Although dinner at the Inn 
that evening was :::nemorable ,  
washed aown a s  i t  was with 
liquors that unfortunately don ' t  
travel well, I don ' t  remember 
enough to give you the details . 
The following morning we threw 
away th e turkey (which had 
become unfrozen and was begin­
ning to smeil foul) .  Those of us 
able to commune with the 
human rac e  did so, while the 
majority stayed in their cham­
bers ana c onsidered the psychic 
qualities and value of the 
NONEIN BOARD. Some deter­
mined to acquire one immediate­
ly on their return to civilis­
ation,  while others preferred to 
erase any trace of the previous 
d a y ' s  e v e n t s  f r o m  t h e i r  
memories.  

There are still some open-
ings for NONEIN BOARD 
Franchise es for those with 

Capital, Courage ,  Credulity, and 
Confidenc e .  Apply t o  Redge 
Lewis.  c /  o the B&I S .  
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THE PRESS GALLE Y 

Diploma Courses m ;'l:utn tlon. Homoeopathy. 
Hrrbal Med l <' i ne . Psychology. 

������9o�c�r;;�����herapy. 
Massage. Aromatherapy. 
81ochem1r M ed 1c i ne. 

Ad\·anred Study Courses in  
��������t����

o
J;��i 

Medic-me 
For d.trall�d prospectus w"t.e 
�N����0lliOI'iAL COLLEGE 
�ATuRAL. HEALTH SCIE�CES 

MY PROBLEM is a strange 
one. A few days ago I read a a book cal led The World's • 

G reatest U nsolved My- .-,.--�-,-I/OU-.�-a-�---IDI-.-tJa--.a steries. r- �nJ s:. n:1':' � Now one of the stories is Stred.. Gla.agot.o G4J IEJ. Se-nd a haunting me. a&.a:Mped addruud �lope far a 
apl�� ��e =��h�� 1..�----'""Pl __ .,. ______ ·�__, in December, 1945. 

It's in my thoughts all day and I 
e'Yftl dream about it. I k-p won· 
derinc what could have happened 
to � aet"OplanH and all t.lw 

other a.ircral't and shipa that have 
vanished in ttM! same ...- of 
ocesn sina! that time. 

Sometimes I think I'm coin& I"I"OIId. because r-oe.dinc tomet�tinc 
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has never had this e"ec:t on me 
before. What is wane is that I'm becom· 

:fvi':�heanc:,;;�r,;.. obsesaed with 
Wby do I f�l so strongly about 

this! CU&E. ...... L u..._ 
• SUE IAY11 Our drHma are 
often a way o( visualising and 
clanfying problems in our con­
SCIOUS lives., and lM message is 
usually in -symbolL" 

Be ready 
for the 
alien 

i · 
J 1nvas1on 

by  Ke\o1n Toolls 
THEY ARE !our foot tall, 

speak flawless French. 
like nice Jewish girls. � 
whirl about in space· \ \ \ 
ships and are going to � 
establish Earth's first et, 
extra·terrestrial em· 

-;:.... bassy in the Middle· '­
East within 40 years. ..._ 

Details of the imminent alien {', 
��t1ic;:�i�n�������� t!�.� � 
been revealed by Bntatn's 
newest and most bizarre 
nying saucer cult, the Rae· � 
lian Society. 

The aliens first contacted 
French journalist Cl&ude , 

��%��';ia:;�� ������: � 
------------------------------ So although you are ���i���n

t
�;7i

rench coun· t::J 

lr H£)jRI£TTA kNMOHT 
IT IS THE EHO of an ero! World famous claiNayant Ooris 

Collins will step on to the uoge_ next month to 14Y a fond 

farewell to her family of 12 m olhon Sun readen. 
Dona, .., ho  "'-- broul(ht �mfort •nd twl'l) tnrou,tt hH d�tly 

m\·u.:.*'cl tn Ur&Wtn"• number OfW fM'WI�pPr, 1A fana.Uy rrwme (rum 

·-:::'; .. .. ....... .... "ou can J·o.·n llu f  apP""a•o,.rn 1�1 fO'f' � I 
"''' jer!!'Gi s .... [u ru  

J �-� ... f'd�Nl::., .. :: �··, ... � I Jl ..... any  """' .......... her are••'e hwt, •t 1 0 ,  stw 1'1» oH � ('tUf'CI ll� pr�IU.IIt'l of 
lfNIII'II ar• JU .. LOO m-·1\ 
•'•' 11 t•••"l lt up LO _. 
wp • h4.••hntt C"''f\1,.. 

Nt •1 munlh. flof..-,.._ 

��d..c:.,�,:�:����:.7.'"*': 
•p"""·annc •• ntn. '"' 
(' t • l l y · s�lf"tlf"(l \l if i'I W P I  
a""'n4 thfo roo.�nU''Y U\ a 
..,.,�, of shu-• � t>t Tlw � .... 

The- to..r '-'11 twcftl &n 
.,,_, ,.:. . � 'jtat C'� 
.. , ... ,. hu �oo�"r" � 
e T"AY(L morf' Uun 

7�\.ltAI 1'9'1tln LO � 
tturn I �  count,....... 
• I E L L  m o r •  t han  
t 20.UOU a..,oka • n 1 0  
C'\.tUrHn� 
e PACK ,.,.. t.OOO·Mat 
!:)ll�� A�-:�,,��11 Oul I WO 

e HEAL r u n n  .. r John 
'Aal•tor l M-e loO tw won 
tht> Ol)'mp< 1 )00 tnt>tr" 

Nu• [)or� W) s "ThiS 
11 tnJ (11'\al s.our. I •hili 

"""''" 10 rn-tonj(s illl u"'if'f' ��r, :,:
u
.�

tr)'-•na th•t 
· I m.a)' tw • prns•OIM'f'. 

bul I rn hv•nl the- loft' of 
a 1-M'P 5lar. whu.-h 11 
wwn.·thtng I ahouJdn ., tw ��-� a�m

:
;

d 
�,!• o.r ,,,. ... . tollon.: all ov�tr t ht- ... orld, 

•k,·ptn\lt, •n a Utfft!'re-nl 
hot&-1 . n..om rvt>ry n•cnt 

"Hut I'm not l'"''"i 11 

all .. p l""VI'ftpk-tf"ly l"l'l'l 
u1•·non.c my """' " tw-ahnc 
('t nlrt• tn Aui(Yil, loO f"W· :!,"��;:�. ('OrYW and ... 

llovus aravt·l• mOl'• than 
��-�n��·�::nt''�!.,. ''",•:� 0 !,t;; :�.�,.���� ,;:! 0 ��.�=,!,.� 1�1�u� �:���-: :;:!·����";':;: ;.:;, t:: _;:.,. �� �.�. •' 11 .. ::.:' ,:;. �� 

mum .. _.. 41. =��:�!�"n:'":, �;:� f) ���:'a�!.• ::.�•hr:n::. !�:::� ��:lw!h:;£ ra� •• pht"nonwnal for r • • .,. �'""'"' •.eo hadn't c1.out(hlt·r. M•rl(o.r..-1. • t  tn.r � �  )'r•r il'w has "'�·n t u m  s1n<"f' a M  ..... tl>4.• unly OHid t u  ha�" �·"\&,�����"!,,�" r:7:,�·;: �;!.�' '" �. ':a�. ·- �= ho·f pt.�diM Ulk•nt 

��i:?[�:�·;;�; ;����=�;;:�:: �!f;li����:·�F 
''':'.,4Ly�r;:.:��·;:;,�

l•
• ;;_:�.::"'"./'�n�· A ��:::'.!..:.�;<:';..:: �':;� 

:��rw"' :�"���· :=� �,�.·�":r�'�",,�;:� 0!:�/··�::k 'ht·a-:,·:; :E:���R:�;;•:i�� :!;a'K}.:acr� t:.�!:! �-����t�'",�!hn;"r��:� 

:)·. B:cs�:r�5��:!. w:;��: uw "0• �. �::�� �;!"ll d1Pd lu' 

:�: ;,;�lr�t up Mt he•l- !,�:;�1v:!,o::�� !�!:i�:�� :��� �:�� 
�leased bri' "' " ""  1 a .., .n. ... .. � ...... .. .:•un. · 

··lt's ll'OiftC Let tM' • � rii:�===========� 
br�t.•""'"l '" m)' t.r.-.. 
s.oH s (.Jorlt. whow thttd 
fndtwnl.l. r nsuran� bro-
�:.:,�rh'!:!..

Mct:aff,.). 11 • 

lk-il.ltle> Ourta'a •nor· 
muus it.�('("H£. sn. cl-..rns 
sh•· •• not r•ch 

""I ha�·e ""'"'•r cnarc<rd 
r� '�•lln.c. · ·"-- .... ) .  
· Ho..t I .,..,11 t..- plt'llM'd t f  
5ctm..un• lE'"''"' rT"W • don· olhun (Of' the C"t'ftltt'. 

· I f ,uu can twtro �­
pit'. th.·n 11 would br 
�ot.·l(,,h to J!:IVIe tl all 1.1p 

b:i .. �:�:;· , ;�� fM"I a 

'"And cJrtP•If' tht> ract 
th:a� I .am J("•nK up I.Our­'"'· I ..., ,u c-ontonue LO do 
m\· C\.lh,omn 1n Th .. �"'" " 

--

dreamine and thinking a 
lot about lM Bermuda 
Triangle mystery. the rea· 
son for this could lie !MS in the spooky story than 
in some persona! worry. 

If you are unable to 
�l:��g 

w;: i�n r��� 
life. and the story persists 

�ou:h':: ',� ���� hJ;� 
have a session wllh an 
anal� 

Write 
Your GP �ould r"eC· 

ommend one. or you 
could wnte to the BntLSh A.ssoc:1ation for Counsel· l i n g, a Sheep Str�t. 
Rugby, Warwick.a, for the 
name of a •u•uble lMna· 
piSl ne.r your home. 

Ex·Sussex Unh·ersity gradu· 
ate Or Marcus V.'er.ner. 
head of the Bnush Raeh.an 
Soctety, explained· "A little 
man :::ame out of a space· 
ship and introduced h 1 m· self. He said 'Come back 
tomorro.,.., do not take 
your watch and b::"1r-..g .. ;;:Id 
of paper and the Bible· ·· 

Mating 
After SIX afternoon chats .,..1th 

the French·spe&kmg -lit · 
tle·Chmese·lookmg man"". 
Rael was told to tell lhe 
world about the al1en� de· 
stre to return to the ear.h 
and creatures they crea:ed. 

To remforce the mel>S&j(t'" the 
a l i ens. t h e  Eloh 1:n .  
wh1pped Rael of t  to tht'"lr 
planet for a refre�!ler 

UFO branches Th;o��:lm apparently m 
Ex-memt>crs or disbanded ���s:�t.'t:�n!r"n��f��nrr�x� 
UFO invcr.tigation groups tra· tHresual bfomgs wE're 

• are being invited to contact : 
��c�:��� ���s"��.��

e
e�f a Worcester group. who 1 By matmg with thE" m th�y 

want to set up local bran· gave birth to the Jew l>h 
chcs. For details cont act: Ra:::�;ll be passing his re,·e· 
'Sir.:yscan' cfo 145, Tudor lations onto the Br l t ll>h 
Way. Dinas Green. Worces· 

fr:::f�r ·�:nr����h:: P�� ter. "3 / � j �� in a RAC car·racmg ral ly -�---1"'-F....;-...P....;;.O..-.S"T'�:.;;..--! Scetf�c;1�t t����
t 
�:����= 

continually rerordmg e,·. 

• �� .... �
n
at�� ��o0u�g���n���� 

Spirits 
J,..hn a.ru:l Hel"" Ctttlf'llo 

.-=t th�u L•,:eoe oau(n�rs ' �� ... :.:::��. by.��r:r� · .tnt •no a ll'\&ILAT &.nd ;:.s,�� tN.t playe-d Lh�m-

i-"•nally thf'y rould sLal'ld 
roo rno"= -.,cl n..; Lht- ho"'-�« 
.n M t> l b o u m e  Ro•d. 
.-\soley. l'iutu. 

Ttw counc-u.c:-l,aw\..t tJw 
f.I.."T,.ly madf' t..twm�ttlves 
rogmclesa and �fuwd '0 
:-ehouM Llwm 

But a H..ch Coun Judre 
�n·� week ciKuieoo th1t tnt"y 
� enou,::h end•N""e 1.0 
rt\allen,. t.toe ru.hr11. · 

H � u s • n �  c o m m 1 U r r  
c�uur-ma.r, 7 e-;:�  Hu . .Ue-)' loiUO . t-s:crd,,y " If t!lt' tram 

eternal genetiC remcarna 
••on _may be gone 

'1"'M Star rettense, 
(I'Otf\ "\ou • ...-:-:am L' r,,,.,,. 
$it) &."'C' Wli:_:-.l !O CL"T)" O\.ot 
&.."' tn\"e"S��n .... v.."'ll br 
plt>a.W'd I.OC'Q-OPI'f"·:• 
��··

art'*'!,� "!!Pt'�:t� ror r e s-u n do� o :  e- d  1 r t.plt!U. �t> .. :.Sl 
Th.- r.nul� . .... ho ha.\'t .. 

bt-Pr: :1\"lf'll: l� �t··� 1'\"1•: ........ y•!'tt'rday I"P\'t!l.ltf"' '"'" 
''"�...,, M'r.'l• lt\t•) J, h lut 

�.1-� 
H�o�t s.,.,., Cost.t>llo. 18 . 

.... �,. t•Std t·� ""'"'"'" scn .• m 

'"lit tn �� ntt:ht. <"OUidft'l ::;, 
lhto tr.r.4nt of •nttor 

.. r:· ::,�·� .. ,,�!�·!,:--t�� "'hole nu:�umar• cam�t 

��t:r,;;�;��va. �ry 

.. , on" t f"H ,, .. .,, to eo 
bac-k .r.st3«- th�t houiof' 
ac�n 11. m:. hfto 

.. ihto � ;:..r-.1 M"P"T''ed to 

�:r.':'r.�.i:!�o
n
�: 

ciW·� u" ! .... ·o�o�ld .... �� 
up scrr:.r:.�� 

Sad11ess 
" l tnt �...� C:'lt· ml'\rr.tnt'to 

l"'nd m·. vt �d�• df-o�d .... ,th t� r.�" bl"(toe("t' .._._ 1f1t 
n� .......... � .... '\4: �·::'il.l"'!t. tM 
Cal� . 

;:r.�������;��. �zix�-�!1 ..... · b�o�r I .-.. 11"'' o. Ll'rToDi e 
f�hn£ • ' �A_dnt"SS . 

� � 
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"'"�c•ca \rna \ o � u n  on a n e w  1ea1 

[ Blank 
r n cooK-Se l l ing - close encounters of the word ktnc 

" 

i 
lookS catch the eye - G- - L't/ ot..( ti THE IRISH TIMES. Thursda-y, Ma·y 5, 1988 9 

Claims against 
hypnotist settled 

E VE N  bv the standards lt. that would obscure and 
: of early morning ur· diminish the value of the pie· 

ban commutt!rs. the tu re." So the paperback ap-
� pinched, blank-ev@d pei.J"ed without a title on the 

1 !aces staring out from the !ront cover (though they did 
• sides of bus shelters over the chicken out and repeat tbe · : past few week.s have been picture, wuh the title. on the j Strange. The posters iSH back. 
! right) are not leftovers from The ensuing ad c:ampaip. 

0 uAGES 1 · b ht poocnt which bOuld DOt be readily 1 Close Encounters, but the on Adshel bu.s-sbelter post· Am c: a nil& rous 
-· · -' 011 a ·"'-nJ•rm b--:- . , latest in_ book publicity. ers and in occasional SJ)Oll iD apms& �h. _list ..., lilt people w .... ..,.. ....., � -wbotc "-1 . • 1 Publishers an weU used to the national newspapers. :X CURd after��n!oc�': Mt I� Oobc�. an eng�neenn1 1 · dreaminc up wheezes to added only a telephone num-

of · 
tc��n•aao, BallincJ.ea He•ghu. ! squeeze as much mileace u ber under the pic:ture. A call :-;:r f�i��W:. of:. !Glliney, Co Dublin, wd be ; possible from leu than inter· to the number elicit@d a 

lrict JuaDCZ Huben WiDe heard 
artcudcd tllc alCU"SC 00 November · plactic adven15inc budgeu. breathy recorded nm-GoWD 

yaurday. . �- · g::,. 1f�·r:.!1 a:a,�;;:�J�:. ! j So wh!n Ar:ow. Century. on the book. 

I The plaiatitfs. all from counties He &aid be believed be would 001 1. , Hutchinsoa s paperback ms. Tbe campalp has 10 far 
I Dublin UJd W'.cklow, were swas atammcr alter 5CVCil days aDd : pnn� dectded to push Com· brought in more thllD 13.000 

Mr Paul GoldiD al 0ua LaosJ!aue faili.as this. he would receive a . mumon : Encounters Wtth telephoae c:alls and sales of 
Oislrict Coun for brex!UD& coo- rel\lnd of the .£.SOO. . The Unknown as itS "5uper· 150.000, sending it smartly to 
trKIS ill relation to a m-day Under c:rou-cuminatioa tno Mr • . lead" new �tle for Feb�, No 3 oa the non-fiction 
counc few awumcrilla. Ad:uA Harcii.awl, tile plaintiff I 1 it brought lD BT for a little paperback best-seller list. 

·� that Ius speech fluency extra:terres�al h�lp. ID a typical year. Arrow Mt ViDCICIIt Sallan few tllc bad improved a1 the concluston of I ' Wbttley Stneber s book. has around eight titles which pl ai nl i ffs. said has c lieacs tllc counc. Some JCVen months 1 1 !or those not yet enticed by are Civea their "!laperl ead" aDSWcred a IICW'Spaper adYertisc· La1er. bowevcr. be became disillu· • the posters and prKS adver· statuS. wtth budgets of � 
mcnl wtUdl offered !be course few sioned. panu:ularlv with such I t15ements. is (according to tween £30,000 and £60.000. ••J 
=�����!:u11 i;•�ed� tccbaiqucs u head ooddins m.. I Arrow's blurb) "one man's think that. considerinc the 
However. oa compleuon of !be � ia Mr Goldia's counc and 1 powerful testimony of bis budgets. book publisb.inc is 
course. !bey were ooc cun:d and be Yid th�1 the a&rC did not ' shattennc encounters v.-1tb really quite 1\igh-profi.le -
when they asked for tbcar moacy appear to him to be pcnn&DCal. I · Intelligent non-human be- and it  must deal �itb more 
bKk, tbcy did oot &et it. After a ..-. Mr Hanfunan iDes who invaded his home products in a year than prac• Ml Marprct l.ahy, • lecrurer told Discna Jusuc:c W'IOC tha1 he 1 and left him doubtinc his ncaUy any other induscry," 

&�. Du�. � :_1T:Z = �innu!''a.� � �:!u': ! := :�;:��:.�:n";!Yd��c- sa��eLar!!ils u probably the " Yfiac � be wu happy Wldl the I well in Cenrury Hutchin· most unusual campaign or · 1 mcnas � a � cont- anaauoa. . son'!l hardback version. la.st :vear I be treatment of Ed-1.....--�--------------------'- To seU the paperback, ward Rutherford's s-.rum. 
Arrow bad a budget or wwe bad slx entirely CWYer· 
£50.000. QUite hach by book· eat jackets on it. and so cot 
publishlnc stAndards. and bnUlant display in book· 
that stnJunc Jac:ket des1111- sbops." Tbe ooly problem, 
" It all staned wtth the appanntly. was tllat ev�ry· 
jacket. reall�·." sa vs �ntury body went for one of the 

' Hutchinson's publicit�· dire<:· jackru. a Constable pa.s­
tor. Susan Lamb. "We d� I tJc:be - 50 1t promptly sold 
nri,... tlot:or 1f vr:• nut • tit I• ,.,. "'" In"• hoo(n,.,. t �  nrh.,.rc. THE SUNOAV TIMES 13 MARCH 1 988 

Holy rolling a way to 
the great medicine con 

I 1 i s  bad cnouah jus& beinc ill. wi th­
out bcanJ publicly hwmliat.cd. 
robbed of your l.u& a:au and gen. 

c:rally taken 10 the cleaners by 
some ganpter who tells y<N tbe Lord 
bas -very specifia!ly put you on has 
bean'". Yet tbc victams of America's 
fauh hca.lers - vulnerable, simple and 
pout - dally taU pan 14 nuws of sdj:. 
immolauoa bcf�re cameras more 
extnordinatY thaa tbose of any Ja�»­
nne TV pme. Al the prachet"s word. 
tbO!C witb heart cooditions rua red­faa:d down the a�sle and collapse dead . 

THE FAITH HEALERS 
by � R� 

Prometneua 

!13.95 pp3 14 
SUFfERERS ANO HEAL£RS 

by L.udn!U McCtay BeW 

RouUedp Kepn Paul 
!27 pp314 

lain McGilchrtst 
a t  has feet: diabcucs s&o p  taki na  di CU'  As a result. he wu "c:alled out'" later 
mcdiciJies and bave to be rushed to under the name of Benucc �otf 
hospaw: widows give, as illSuw:ted. and cured of oYVi.aa c::anca'. For &OQd 
that wtinwe nu&e and fUld lbcnasdvca measure. Randi and bis pals �t tiVIO& in die SUl:ICt. througb the prbqc left at\cor the show 

Jamcs Randi knows a bit about � ud found, sad to sa�. toudlina lc:ttcn 
ins people. As a conjurer be is ot\aa from tbe �t.e faubful. uaa:mno­
rcqwrai to pull thc sb�a ovcr� mousty tr2Sbc.d (ODe��: tbc cheques had 

plc's eyes, but there is oo&Jlina wootJy beca n:mo.ved) dcsp1tc assuruccs that 

about the 11W1 btmsdf. Qn tbe prul• � . preclOUI testuDO�ca would be 
aplc oi set a tbief to cau:h a thief, be aaomted wub ho!Y 011 aDd "'pnyed 
was funded by the Mat:Anbur fouada. over ID the �plc : 
tion to look m to !.he pracUc:cs of Amc:ri- So Raodi 11 a bit of a rat, �t aa 
ea's lc:admg iailtl healers and his boo& llllt_qlCDtant oac. Compared wnb the 
about 1hcm maltes as&oaisftina n:adina. v�ous .cyJUCWD be exposes. a few 
Astomshinc larwdy llcc:awc of the bra- ditty . tncb seem �oaablc.. ADd 
un. cbc:aPJad: nat� of the da:ens: the tbcre IS a small matter ol tbox dl� 
only muxle as that tbey were 001 fouod � buudreds of thousands of dollan 
0111 Iona 3110- wh.cb flowed, tu 1iu., Ulto the poc.kc:ts 

w ... _ wal"; disabled bei of these upngbt mea of God allowed 
e see uno ... ns . na tbcm and tbctr relauJcss!y, aDd undcr-sh�hcrdcd helplessly 1nto hired wheel- standably, smdillJ wtves to cnjoy a cha�rs so that they wdl be able laiC!' to �lifestyle" which. ID its combluuon of nse-8!1MD at the preacher's command. JOld lea( swpius footwear, boou and We sec - and there � �ndad p�oto- pomop-aphy, in-esisubly recalls tbe pphs � Mu Wall s hdanous hm� wont cxc:csaa of the family Marcol. Ja:�sthcnmc rouune offered to !he Mcanwlule taithful families wbo bave cnpplcd as sc:nous trea!mcnL 0� tnck pvcn ltlar all arrive at the door ia !nvolves "calhng out - �VIncns by rented p1clt-ups. wn.b their few sticks of 1nspmmon _the names and aUncsscs of fumit� ued up in the back, askin& for members ot the audience - m1racuJous some of thcu thousaoda I:JK&. and IC'­mdttd. unttl you learn that · thcn: are tan& never a penny. 

stoocn wuh r.dao lnnsmtllcrs c:ftat· The dcsue to be made whole lies ,.,· UnJ up the assembled fanhful for hours deep that 11 hal always been opcD to before the show bc�Jns. explonauon. But tbc advent of td.o-
Onc of Randa's colb.bontors dressed vwon, and even more oithc computer, 

up as a w�m<An (photOJBPb lDCluded) hal opened the way to ever larger audi­
aad spiUl tbcsc guys a lcw wald stones. enc.cs, and !bus to the posubthty of 

sys&emauc cxplouauon. l t  ts suddenly 
1,.., Mrt.•I.:Jmt� u o 1� oJ AJI s-11 tutd pouable to send heutna letters to a liS& 
... pram111r <iucrU' of swa:publc subJC:CU wlucb may coD-

ta1a hundmfs of thousands of names. 
aod to make cacb appear to be a per· 
son&! comma1nJCallon. 

Al the same time you can project 
into every home a pcea: of clawc: 
sbowbiz, full of rbctonc, xntimentality 
and sleigbt of hand. General ex· pressions of coodwtU to all and sundry 
are interlarded wttll less convcntionaJ 
appcaJs 10 self-interest: Jesus wtU m.�lte 
y011 a quiCk buck. find you a new chick. 
pay oif' your old btlls., aDd show you 
how to run a car witb<Nt it UStnl ps. 

The combina1ioa of pic-•o-OJe..slty and to.d-iiHhe-holc smacks sii'Oftl!y of 
Reapa·s Amma, and as usuaJ the tab is PICked up by the poor. 

Lucinda Beids s.treftft ... Heal­en looks blck 10 lhc apparentJy dif· fcrcnt world of 1 1th�tury Ensiand. 
Her aaminatioa of illaess soon spalls into tllc ellhilantin& but unworkable ancmpt to cumUIC the stuff of life 
itxt£ so interwoven ue the fibres of �a aod suffcrin& in the fabric of daily 

. The cxtnordinary c:asuai.Dess witb 
which dealt! and disaster walk throu&b 
tbae pae�:� does aotb•na to limi1 the 
scnx of swTeriq. They pasa PQl 
$U)IICS aDd m:ord the su.e with SU>icai 
curiOSJrr, their children are al-ys fall.. ina ill tbc fire or beina ta.1tcn wilt! the 
pox; they themselves submit witb 
equanimity to the •ptll bart:Jarosa'" or 
aa 1ojccuon of IRICft water. An cngrav­ina{S«nghljsbows mea ia frock coatS qwc:tly gc:tllnl 1Dto someone's skull 
wtltl a blunt insuumcnt. while tbe vic­
tim lies on a canopied bed iD a room 
ovcrtookina tbc pn1ea.. 

The absence of bY$1CN ia this book 
is aotablc. Appca!s to tbc power of God 
are univena!, but almost univenally 
made in a spmt of humility and 
rcs��uon. Amonf lhc thronp ofbcai· 
en 111 dlcsc pqcs, trom SJmple counuy 
women to famous phySJC1aDS. there are 
some that !Undi would IUOgDISC. But 
tbe Irish strolter, Valenune Greauucs. 
never made a penny from the �pa.. tients" be stroltcd.. As it is. tbc son of 
suolunc indulged in by has 20th�n­
tusy successors may be bquuuna 10 
� their we:a!tll. 

The � of � • � to IN awwm .... 1'-.wd tar 1he lniM1 � ea--. .._.. the �  waa � to  die 1ft _,., .,.. 
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